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(57) Abstract: A communication apparatus provided with
a communication antenna, a communication unit, a
switch, a switch control unit, and a high-voltage output
means. The communication unit is capable of transmitting
and receiving signals via the communication antenna. The
switch is composed of a semiconductor switch. The switch
is connected between the communication antenna and the
communication unit. When receiving a connection com-
mand signal, the switch causes the communication unit to
be electrically connected with the communication antenna.
The switch cuts off the communication unit from the com-
munication antenna when not receiving the connection
command signal. The switch control unit outputs the con-
nection command signal to the switch under prescribed
conditions. The switch control unit stops the connection
command signal when the fact that overvoltage is applied
to the communication unit has been detected in advance.
The high-voltage output means is connected between the
switch control unit and the switch. The high-voltage out-
put means sets the voltage of the connection command
signal received from the switch control unit to a voltage at
which the communication unit in a transmitting mode
would not be cut off from the communication antenna,
and outputs the voltage to the switch.
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