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My said invention relates to an improve 
ment in a device for marking lumber. 
FHeretofore it has been the custom-to-stamp 
jor impress in the end of each piece of lumber 

5 : the initials of the company or the like and 
this has been done by means of a die earry 
sing the desired raised letters Ór indicia and 
: the operation has been performed by strik 
ing with a hammer the end of the die after 

10 said:end had been inked thus forcing the die 
into the grain at the 'end of each piece of 
slumber and indenting the impression made. 
The workman performing this operation 
heretofore has ustally carried a large apron 

5 : 
'the' die after which he placed it against the 
*end of the lumber and hammered the same 
to form an impression. Obviously the ink 
ing of the die was uncertain,' the ink pad 
was awkward to handle and became dry 
"quickly as well as afforded a very prominent 
'surface upon which the hands and clothes 
became soiled. . . . . . 
it is an object of the invention to pro 

vide: a device of this character which will 
:automatically supply irk to the operating 
surface between each stamping operation 
tand which hay be easily carried about and 
will be simple in construction and operation. 

30 Referring to the accompariying drawings 
which are madecaiparthereof and on which 
similar reference characters indicate similar 

Figare 1 is a top plan view, 
Figure 2, a side elevation, 
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Figure 3, a longitudinal vertical section, 
Figure'4, an enlarged section online 4-4 

' of Fig. 1, and . 
Figure 5 'an enharged 'detail view of the 

40 sliding sleeve. - 
The invention comprises a body or frame 

having a cylindrieal intermediate portion 10 
and a pair of arms 11 formed integrally 
therewith and extending outwardly from 

45 said portion and spaced slightly from and 
parallel with said intermediate portion and 
disposed on opposite sides thereof. Each 
farm 11 is provided at its forward end with 
a small spike or projection 12 adapted to 
ibite' into the article to be stamped and pre 
vent relative movement between the stamp 
*and the articles stamped during the stamp 

50 

ing i.e. i - - ---. i. - 5 

i body is longitudinally bored seepstiji if a dissipporting . 
ig rid 3:41rtyr the is briel of 

if the 
iii. 

isaturated with ink upon which he pressed 

operation. The intermediate, portiii. 6 

fastened, by screw threads and a pin, ahead 
or knob 14. The major part of the longi 
tudinal bore of said intermediate portion is of a; size slightly larger than the rod 13 to permit freelongitudinal movement of the 
-rod but the forward portion of the bore is 

60 

uniformly enlarged and a shoulder 15 is: 
: formed between the ends of the bores. 

The rod-13 is provided with a collar 16 
fixed thereto and adapted to seat on the 

- shoulder 15-and prevent further rearward 
movement of the rod through the member 
10. In order to maintain the rod in re 
tracted position with the collar 16 against 
the shoulder-15I provide a spring 17 about 
the rod between the confines of the end of 
the body 10 and the-knob.14 and to provide 
better seats for the ends of the spring I form 
an annular channel in the end of each of 
the confining members. The forward end 

6b. 
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of the rod i3 terminates short of the free 
ends of the arms 11 when the rod is in the 

i retraeted position and said rod is prefer 
ably formed with a reduced polygonal ex 
'tremity 18 for the reception of a removable 
I stamp or die member:19. By providing the 
reduced polygonal end the die member sup 
sported thereon will be prevented from ro 
'tation and a shoulder-20 is formed which 
serves as a seat for-the-extremity of the die 
Imember. The reduced end 18 is provided 
- on one of its flat faces with a leaf spring 
- 21 for holding the die member on the same. 

The die-member 19 is provided with a 
rearwardly extending shank in the end of 
which is formed a polygonal recess 22 for 
the reception of the end 18 of the rod 13, 
said recess having a depression at 'one side 
for the reception of the spring 21. A re 
movable plate 23 having any desired in 
"dicia thereon-is-mounted on the forward end 
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of said die-member. The indicia is prefer 
ably of the raised type so that an impression 
may be made in the lumber which is marked. 
In its operative position the die or stamp 
is disposed-longitudinally between the paral 
del arms 11 and to prevent the rod F3 sup 

: porting the same from rotating I provide 
a longitudinal slot 24 in the bore at the rear 

* of the body and a pin-25-in the rod 13 for 
cooperation' with said-slot. 
“In order to supply the stamping member die Withinki provide anikpad 26 
6tinted in-a-frameliaving-anop p 
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forth over the end of the stamping member 
and I therefore mount the holder for the 
pad on a pair of arms 29, each supported on 
a bifurcated member 30 between the main 
body 10 and the arms 11. The bifurcated 
members are curved and the bifurcation in 
each is also curved, the said members being pivotally mounted upon a pin 32 extending 
through said body 10 and connecting the 
arms 11. 

cate the pad over and away from the end of 

15 
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the die member I mount a sleeve 33 on the 
rod 13 and provide said sleeve with dia 
metrically opposed arms 34 extending 
through slots 35 in the body 10, and termi 
nating in the bifurcations of the members 30. 
These arms 34 have rollers 36 slipped over 
their ends and these rolle's roll in the bi 
furcations and oscillate the ink pad. 
In order to permit the device to be used 

in a close place as for example on the end of 
a board which is not flush with the others 
forming the collection, it is necessary to be 
able to perform the stamping operation with 
the ink pad in retracted position remote 
from the die member and to accomplish this 

30 
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function I provide means for releasing the 
sleeve 33 from the rod 13 including a spring 
projected pin 37 mounted in a support 38 
extending through a slot 39 in the sleeve 33 
and having a top 40 by means of which said 
pin may be retracted and partially rotated 
so that the high portions of the support and 
cap engage and hold the pin out of en 
gagement with a depression 41 in the rod 

40 

ly therethrough. 
From the foregoing it will be apparent 
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13. The end of the sleeve 33 adjacent the 
die member is provided with an enlarged 
bore 42 so that said sleeve may slip over the 
end of the die member and when in such 
position the ink pad will be in retracted po 
sition while the rod 13 may reciprocate free 

that to stamp or impress indicia upon wood or 
material of similar character it will only be 
necessary to apply the projections 12 against 
the article to be impressed and strike the 
knob 14 with a hammer or other instrument 
to drive the raised letters into the material, 
they have first been linked by the link pad 
26. If it is desired to stamp an article 
which is in a recess the pin 37 may be re 
tracted and the sleeve supporting the same 
pushed forward to retract the ink pad where 
upon the device may be inserted and ham 
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mered as before. . 
It will be obvious to those skilled in the 

art that many changes may be made in my 
device without departing from the spirit of 
the invention and therefore I do not limit 
myself to what is shown in the drawings and 
described in the specification but only as in 
dicated in the appended claims. 

Having thus fully described my said in 

The pin 32 is offset from the 
center of the body 10 and in order to recipro 
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vention, what I claim as new and desire to 
secure by Letters Patent, is: - 

1. A device for stamping lumber compris 
ing a body, an operating rod extending 
through said body and having a knob on 
one end and having its other end shaped 
for reception of a die. member, means for 
preventing rotation between said body and 
Said operating rod, guiding arms extending 
along said body on opposite sides thereof 
and forwardly of the die member for guid 
ing the die member in its operation, anti 
friction devices on the ends of said guiding 
arms, inking mechanism for said die mem 
ber comprising a frame pivotally mounted 
on said body at one side of the center and 
adapted to swing to position over said die 
member and adapted to be retracted during 
the application of the die member to an ob 
ject to be stamped said body having an en 
larged bore at the end adjacent the die 
member, a sleeve in said bore between said 
body and said operating rod, means for caus 
ing said sleeve and operating rod to operate 
together or independently of each other, dia- 8 
metrically opposed arms on said sleeve ex 
tending through said body and having en 
gagement with said inking mechanism 
whereby when the rod is reciprocated 
through said body the sleeve will be operated 
simultaneously and the inking mechanism 
will be swung into and out of position to 
ink said die. member or will slide freely on 
Said operating rod to permit the die member 
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to be operated with the inking mechanism in 
retracted position, substantially as set forth. 

2. A stamping device comprising a body, 
a rod extending through said body, a knob 
on the rear end of said rod, a die member 
on the forward end of said rod, arms on said 105 
body extending in parallel relation alongside 
said die member for guiding the same said 
rod having its end polygonally formed and 
reduced to provide a shoulder about the 
polygonal formation for engagement with 10 
a polygonal recess in the die member the extremity of said die member being adapted 
to seat upon the shoulder formed about the 
polygonal extremity of the operating rod, 
substantially as set forth. 

3. A stamping device comprising a body, 
a rod longitudinally mounted in said body, 
a slot in said body, a pin on said rod extend 
ing into said slot for preventing relative 
rotation between the body and the rod, a 120 
knob on one end of said rod, a die member 
On the opposite end of said rod, arms on 
opposite sides of said body extending along 
side of and parallel to said die member for 
guiding the same, means on the end of said 125 
arm for preventing slipping of the arm, a 
sleeve on said operating rod, a recess in said 
rod beneath said sleeve, a spring projected 
pin carried by said sleeve and adapted to 
engage the recess in the rod for preventing 80 
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relative movement between the sleeve and 
rod, arms extending outwardly on said 
sleeve, rollers on said arms, bifurcated mem 
bers pivoted on said arms eccentrically to 
said sleeve for engagement with said rollers, 
supports extending from said bifurcated 
member, an inking pad carried at the end of 
said supports and positioned to engage over 
the end of said die member and ink the same, 
substantially as set forth. 

4. A stamping device comprising a die 
member, a support for the die member, a 
housing for said support, means for inking 
said die member, and a connecting element 
between the support and the inking means 
operable by the support for actuating the 
inking means, said connecting element being 
capable of being temporarily rendered in 
operable to permit the die member to be 
operated while the inking means remains 
idle, substantially as set forth. 

5. A stamping device comprising a die 
member, a support for the die member, a 
housing for said support, means for inking 
said die member, and a sleeve carried by the 
support and operable, therewith said sleeve 
having connection with the inking means for 
operating the same said sleeve being capable 
of being temporarily rendered inoperable 
to permit the die member to be operated 
while the inking means remains idle, sub 
stantially as set forth. . 

6. A stamping device comprising a die 
member, a support for the die member, a 

housing for said support, means for 

B 

pre- 35 
venting relative rotation between the hous 
ing and support, means pivoted on said hous 
ing for inking said die member, a sleeve fixed 
on the support and movable therewith hav 
ing operative connection with the inking 40 
means for actuating the same, said sleeve be 
ing capable of being released from engage 
ment with the support to permit the die 
member to be operated while the inking 
means remains idle, substantially as set 45 
forth. 

7. A stamping device comprising a die 
member, a support for the die member, a 
housing for said support, means for prevent 
ing relative rotation between the housing 50 
and support, means pivoted on the housing 
to swing into engagement with the die mem 
ber for inking the same, a sleeve on the sup 
port, a spring projected pin carried by the 
sleeve for engagement with the support 55 
whereby they are caused to move in unison, 
and arms on said sleeve having operative 
connection with the inking means for ac 
tuating the same said pin being adapted to 
be retracted to permit the support and die 60 
member to move through the sleeve while 
the inking means remains idle, substantially 
as set forth. . . . 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set 

my hand and seal at Lufkin, Texas, this 16th 65 
day of September, A. D. nineteen hundred 
and twenty-five. 

JACOB J. RETTMER. L. s. 


