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1. 
This invention relates to containers, and more 

particularly to a novel utility bag or case. 
Prior art cases of this type have not been gen 

erally satisfactory, inasmuch as they are not dur 
able in service and do not maintain an attractive 
appearance due to development of unsightly 
wrinkles and cracks, particularly adjacent the 
upper and lower ends of such cases which are fre 
quently squeezed into narrow spaces or are tightly 
packed in larger bags. 

Efforts have been made to develop utility cases 
which would avoid these disadvantages; however, 
such efforts have resulted in utilizing either a 
plurality of vertically spaced reinforcing Strips 
such as cardboard around the sides and ends of 
the case, or in utilizing a single strip in combina 
tion with a bellows construction, as disclosed by 
Doppelt Patent No. 2,123,454 issued on July 12, 
1938. 
However, the use of a plurality of strips has 

resulted in undesirable pinching of the casing 
between the strips, and the bellows construction 
has not only proved to lack durability due to 
cracking of the casing, but has been found to in 
part excessive vertical flexibility to the bag. 
A further undesirable characteristic of prior 

art cases has been excessive wear at the juncture 
of the top flaps with the side walls, due to the fact 
that those skilled in the art have felt that pro 
vision of hinges for such flaps was either imprac 
tical or unduly expensive. 

Still another disadvantage of Such prior art 
cases has been Wrinkling of the botton Surface 
of the waterproof envelope which is fastened 
therein, said wrinkling permitting the collection 
of fine particles, such as dust and powder in the 
bottom of the case and Said wrinkling also com 
plicating packing of the Same. 
Accordingly, a primary object of the present 

invention is to devise a utility case having suffi 
cient rigidity to maintain its normal shape and 
having an economical construction capable of 
long life in service. 
Another object of the invention is to prevent 

rapid deterioration of the casing due to crack 
ing or pinching thereof between reinforcing 
strips. 

Still another object of the invention is to pre 
vent Wrinkling of the waterproof envelope along 
the bottom surface thereof, and to accommodate 
shifting of the bottom surface of the envelope, to 
facilitate packing and opening and closing of the 
Case with articles of various shapes therein. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

novel and economical hinge means between the 
top flaps and the side Walls of the case. 
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2 
The foregoing and other advantages of thein 

vention will become apparent from a considera 
tion of the following specification and accom 
panying drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the novel case in 
closed position; 

Fig. 2 is an end 
tion; and 

Fig. 3 is an end view of the case in closed posi 
tion, partly in Section on line 3-3 of Fig.1. 
Describing the invention in detail, the novel 

bag or case comprises a flexible casing of leather, 
plastic or other suitable material, said casing hav 
ing side walls 2, end walls 4, and a bottom wall-6. 

Extending entirely around the side and end 
walls is a preferably continuous strip 8 (Fig. 3) of 
flexible stiffener material, such as cardboard or 
plastic, which is preferably secured as by adhesive 
to the inner surface of said side and end walls 2 
and 4, respectively, and is disposed between the 
upper and lower ends thereof for-apurpose here 
inafter described. 

Each side wall 2 and end wall 4, as best seen in 
Figure 3, is folded inwardly at 0 along the upper 
edge of the strip 8, to define a single inward fold, 
the upper edge of which is formed with a re 
entrant fold 2 Stitched at 3 from end to end of 
the side wall 2 and extending around the end 
walls A. The inner edges of the folds 2 are 
formed with integral top flaps 4 which provide 
a closure for the container and are preferably re 
inforced by stiffener bars 6 Within coverings 8 
stitched as at 2 to the adjacent edges of the 
flaps 4. The coverings 8 also afford convenient 
mounting for fastener elements 2 of a conven 
tional slide fastener device 22 adapted to Seal the 
case when the flaps are in closed position as shown 
in Figures 1 and 3. 
The flaps 4 are provided with end extensions 

24 merging with corresponding upper extensions 
26 (Fig. 2) of the end walls 4, to prevent bulging 
of the end walls, as the flaps 4 are opened and 
closed. 

It has been discovered, in this connection, that 
the Stitched, re-entrant folds 2 cause the folds 
0 to function as hinges, as the flaps are moved 

to the open position of Figure 2 and to the closed 
position of Figures 1 and 3, Whereby said hinges 
prevent creasing and cracking of the side Walls 2 
due to opening and closing of the flaps in service. 
The side walls 2 and end walls 4 are also folded 

inwardly at 28 along the bottom edge of the Strip 
8, the lower edge of the fold 28 being provided 
with a re-entrant fold 3G, the inner edge of which 
is stitched as at 32 to the bottom wall 6 of the 
CaSe. 

view of the case in open posi 
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The bottom Wall 6 affords a slidable seat for a 
Stiff backing plate 36 of cardboard or other suit 
able material, and an inner waterproof envelope 
38 is folded outwardly at 40 around the perimeter 
of the closed bottom end of Said envelope and is 
stitched at 42 to the plate 36 around its perimeter. 
The upper, open end of the envelope 38 is secured 
by the stitching 20 to the coverings f8 of the bars 
f6, whereby the envelope conforms closely to the 
inner contour of the side and end walls 2 and 4; O 
and the bottom of the envelope is stretched 
tightly across the plate 36 to maintain a Smooth 
unwrinkled surface preventing the collection of 
fine particles such as dust and powder in the bot 
tom of the envelope. 

4. 
walls, each side wall having a single inward fold 
along the upper edge of said strip terminating in 
a re-entrant fold With a flap integrally formed 
along the inner edge thereof, said flaps having 
end extensions projecting beyond Said Side walls 
and joining upward extensions of said end walls, 
each re-entrant fold being continuously stitched 
from end to end of the related side Wall and along 
both end walls to points spaced from the centers 
thereof, whereby said in Ward folds function as 
hinges accommodating upward movement of 
the flaps to open position and accommodating 
downward movement of the flaps to closed po 
sition, Slide fastener means for joining adjacent 

5 
Furthermore, the backing plate 36 being slid- . . 

ably seated along the complementary flat upper 
surface of the bottom wall 6 permits the envelope 
to shift within the case during opening and clos 
ing thereof when packed with articles of various 
sizes and shapes contacting the sides and ends of 
the envelope. - m 

It has also been found that this novel arrange 
ment prevents tearing and puncturing of the en 
velope 38 When the case is Squeezed or Subjected 
to impacts in service. - r . . 

Furthermore, the plate 36 underlies the fold 28 
to prevent accidental lifting of the envelope 38 
from the bottom of the case. 
Changes may be made in form and substance 

without departing from the spirit of the invention 
or sacrificing any of the advantages and the right 
is hereby reserved to make all changes which fair 
ly fall within the scope of the following claims. 

- What is claimed as new and desired to be Se 
cured by Letters Patent of the United States is as 
follows: - 

1. A utility case having flexible side and end 
walls and having a bottom Wall, a reinforcing strip 
Secured to the inner Surfaces of Said Side and end 
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edges of the flaps in closed position thereof, a 
waterproof envelope having an open end se 
cured to said flaps along downwardly facing 
Surfaces thereof and along their adjacent edges, 
Said envelope following the inner contour of Said 
Side and end walls and having a closed bottom, 
and a backing plate slidably seated against said 
bottom wall along its upwardly facing surface, 
said closed bottom being tightly stretched across 
said plate along its upper Surface and having an 
outturned fold stitched to said plate entirely 
around the perimeter of Said closed bottom. 

2. A utility case according to claim 1, wherein 
the Side and end Walls are folded in Wardly above 
the backing plate to limit upward movement of 
the botton of Said envelope. 
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