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The present Application contains 104 claims, of which 19 are independent.

There is no clear distinction between the independent claims because of
overlapping scope. There are so many claims, and they are drafted in such
a way that the claims as a whole are not incompliance with the provisions
of clarity and conciseness (Article 6 PCT in combination with Rule 6.1(a)
PCT), as it is not feasible for a skilled person to establish the
subject-matter for which protection is sought.

Independent claims 1,9,17,18,19,34,50,62,73,74,77,86,95,96,99,101,103 and
104 seems to search protection for a multiplicity of analogous
inventions, having each one slight differences from each other.

Therefore, it is impossible for the skilled person to understand which
"shape" will acquire the sought protection in the future steps of the
examination.

The non-compliance with the substantive provisions is to such extent that
a meaningful search of the whole claimed subject-matter could not be
carried out (Article 17(2)(a)(ii) PCT; see also the Guidelines, 9.25).

There being no reasonable basis in the Application either that clearly
indicates the subject-matter which might be expected to form the subject
of the claims later in the procedure - the description does not contain a
single embodiment, but so many embodiment that in view of the drafting of
the claims an expected fall back position could not be determined, no
search at all was deemed impossible.

Furthermore, the description does not fulfill the requirements of Article
5 PCT as it does not disclose the invention in a clear manner. The
description is comprised substantially of statements which disclose
"another embodiment", "preferred embodiment", "yet another alternative
embodiment", "another aspect", "may comprise", "may embody", "and/or"
etc. to such an extent that the reader cannot determine the features that
are essential to the invention. The excessive amount of separate
alternatives renders impossible to find indication of the description
concerning the subject-matter which might be expected to form the subject
of the claims later in the procedure.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
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overcome.
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