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This invention relates to Venetian blinds and
more particularly to certain novel tape support-
ing devices suitable for use therewith.

More particularly, the tape supporting devices
are suitable for use in Venetian blinds which avail
of a metal head unit although the means for con-
necting the tapes to the supports may be availed
of in other types of blinds.

In general the tape supports of this invention
are intended to be supplied where it is desira-
ble to use a combination head bar and tilt rail,
which head bar and tilt rail includes a main sup-
porting member which is carried at one end by
the usual tilting device, and at the other end
mounted for rotation in or on a bracket or a
combination bracket and cord lock as is com-
monly provided at the present time. The tape
supports which constitute this invention are in
turn carried upon the main supporting element,
whereby the Venetian blind tapes are attached
thereto and depend therefrom, the usual slats be-
ing carried in the tapes on the ladders thereof.

In the construction above generally outlined,
the tapes as supported, are adaptable for manip-
ulation into various positions for regulating light
and air as is commonly known. 'The particular
tape supports are supplied so as to be readily
available for attaching and detaching the tapes
thereto, as occasion requires, the tapes being pro-
vided themselves with loops at the ends thereof
for engaging with supports of this invention.

With the foregoing in mind, it is a principal
object of this invention to provide a novel form
of tape support, which is readily formed of metal
or the like, and includes suitable provisions for
quickly attaching and detaching tapes therefrom,
the tapes being provided with loops suitably
formed at the ends thereof.

A further object of this invention is to pro-
vide a novel form of locking arrangement, which
will prevent the tapes from slipping off of the
support and permitting the blind to be actuated
as is customarily desired, without the necessity
of using loose parts or other attachable or de-
tachable parts which might become lost or other-
wise damaged in handling during assembly or
disassembly of the blinds.

It is a further object of this invention to pro-
vide the tape supports in novel form, whereby
the same may be made of integral construction
incluging elements which are struck out of the
body of the support, and moved into position by
bending or otherwise, whereby the attributes de-
sired to be accomplished are available.

Other and further objects of this invention will
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2

be understood from a consideration of the speci~
fication appended hereto, and shown in the draw-
ing, wherein:

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a tape support
formed in accordance with this invention.

Figure 2 is an end view of the support shown
in Figure 1, further illustrating the form of the
device.

Pigure 3 is a side view, in elevation, of the
device, shown in Figure 1, further illustrating
the general conformation.

Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary view,
taken from one end of Figure 1 near the corner
thereof, and illustrating the lateh elements which
are provided.

Figure 5 is a perspective view showing the sup-
port with the tape loop engaging elements in one
position.

PFigure 6 is a perspective view, similar to Pigure
5, showing the tape loop engaging members in
another position.

Figure 7 is a greafly enlarged fragmentary
view, somewhat similar to the disclosure of Fig-
ure 4, showing the manner of engagement of the
tape loop by the loop engaging member; the same
being in locked or fully engaged position with the
latch element,

Figure 8 is a somewhat diagrammatic view,
showing a portion of a Venetian blind as mounted
in a window, and generally indicating the man-
ner of use of the tape supports of this invention.

As shown in Figure 1, the tape support of this
invention includes a body designated I, of sub-
stantially rectangular outline, the same being
preferably formed of light gauge metal or the
like. As shown in Figures 1, 2 and 3, the end at
the right in Figure 1 is bent downwardly so as
to form a skirt designated 2, from which a
mounting lug designated 3 extends to a somewhat
lower point, and includes a suitable opening
therein adapted to engage a main supporting
member in a Venetian blind as will be more
clearly set forth subsequently. At the opposite
end, the said end is similarly formed, including a
downwardly extending skirt section 4 from which
depends to a further extent a supporting lug
8. The supporting lug 5 includes the mounting
opening 6 therein, said mounting opening 6§ being
aligned with the corresponding mounting open-
ing in the lug § at the opposite end of the body.

Since bhoth sides of the body are similarly
formed with the provision for engaging the loops
of the tapes in the Venetian blinds, only one
will be specifically described, it being understood
that the other side of the body is similarly formed
and includes corresponding elements,
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Referring therefore to Figures 1 to 7 inclusive,
it is noted that the tape loop engaging member
1 is in the form of a finger-like member which is
integrally connected at 8 to the body 1, the finger
8 thereof being spaced from the body portion,
and as shown in Figure 4 bent at 8 upwardly and
over into a position, where the same lies substan-
tially parallel with the body I; and near the edge
thereof. It will ‘be-noted as shown in Figure 1
that the finger 9 is spaced slightly inwardly from
the side or edge of the body, for purposes which
will be understood hereinafter.

The latching element or construction, generally
designated {8 and clearly shown in-the considera-~
tion of Figures 1 and 4, includes:a portion lanced
from the corner of the body and bent upwardly
at §{, and thence inwardly as at i2,.:s0-as to form
a latch member including a stop section formed
by the upward bend 1 and the forwardly-extend-
ing portion §2.

It-will be -apparent that in view-of the rela-
tively thin, narrow -and:long ‘formation -of-the
fingsr §, that the same will be of substaniially
-a-tesilient .nature . so as t0 he moved into the
positions shown in dotted lines in Figure 1; where-
“by the-end 3 of the finger & may be moved from
-4 position -above . the inwardly extending portion
12 into a position below the same and into-en-
~gagement ~with . the stop section including the
“portions §{ and {2of the latch member i6. Thus,
the tape loop engaging ‘means provides ready
_mounting for a tape such as is shown in Figure 7
Gesiznated - {4, -which tape 14 includes a loop 1§
_formed by bending the extremity ¢ of the side of
the tape hack upon itself and fastening the same
by the: fastening 1T or any equivalent thereoif.
There is thus-provided suitable quickly operable
means for attaching and detaching the loops of
Venetian blind tapes to the respective loop en-
‘gaging means,; it being understood that the means
specifically described hereinbefore are provided
“al opposite edges or sides of the body of the tape
-support.

CAg willibe understood-also, the body | of the
soe suppert herein described, may be provided

4, into positions at right angles thereto, and

1ding in o direction cpposife the mounting
iugs.previously menticned. The supporting ears
4% may be provided with suitable holes {§ (see
‘Pigure 3) which will support the pin or bearing
whiech is provided for a pulley.

TFigures 5 and 6, somewhat fragmentary in na-
“ture, -show the manner of manipulating the re-
nechive fingers ¢ so as to be moved into locked
nd unlockéd positions for retaining the tapes in
pesition in-connection with the supporty, or dis-
ngaping the loops of the tape therefrom.

Agshown in Figure 8, the tape supports are in~
sended to be mounted upon a main supporting
wmember 26, which supporting member is con-
nected at 24 to a tilt unit designated 22, and at
its opposite end is carried in a bracket 23 of a
vord loek unit 24. 'As is well known, suitable
aanipulation of the tilt unit 22 by means of the
“cords 25:and 26 thereof, will cause a tilting or ro-
tative action  of the main’ support 20, the tape
“supports of this invention being shown at 27 and

-28;

T
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though in large or wide blinds where more tapes
-are required to be furnished, additional tape sup-
‘ports-are Hkewise intended to be provided.

the same usually being provided in pairs al- 7
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It will be apparent that suitable manipulation
of the cords 25 and 25 as previously mentioned,
with the tapes 14, suitably connected to the tape
supports 27 and 28, will cause the slats 28 to be
rotated or tilted as required. Suitable manipula~-
tion of the lift cord 30 usually provided, and
trained over pulleys carried in the tape supports

-87 and - 28, will.raise angd. lower the blinds as is

usually reguired.
In view of the foregoing, it will be apparent

:that there has been here described and illustrated,

a novel form of tape support, formed of an in-

- tegral construction, including novel tape loop en-
rgaging-means,-which are releasable as occasion
-demands: for mounting or dismounting tapes in
connection therewith, which supporting means

prevent the tapes from accidentally becoming dis~
engaged from the same, and yet are readily dis-
engaged when the occasion demands.

I claim:

-1.. A tape support of the class described,.com-
prising.-a body, means for mounting said body for
tilting movement, -a resilient tape loop engaging

member integrally connected at one end to the
‘body -and extending therealong, and a latch ele-
ment.adjacent the other end of said member for
teleasably engaging the same, the free end of the

engaging member being- positionable ahove and

‘Jbelow- sgid latch element.

-2,- A tape support.as claimed in claim 1, where-
in the locop engaging  member comprises a rela-

Jively long narrow section, integrally formed with

the body-and exiend substantially parallel there-

‘to from:one-end toward the oppoesite end and the

latch -elament is. integral -with the body -and

Formed at the said opposite end.

3. Anew-article of manufacture, comprising a
body, integral
mounting iugs extending downwardly therefrom
at opposite-ends and-comprising flat bent exten-

-slons:cf the body, a pair of finger-like tape loop

engaging members each integrally formed- at-one
end with the body extending substantially .par-
allel thereto from a first end near the edges of the

‘body, said members being bent up over the face of

said body, and an integral latch element for each
member. struck upwardly near the other end of

-said body, -and having provisions for releasably
engaging corresponding ends of said members,

4, -As-g new article.of manufacture, & one-piece
tape-supporting member, comprising. a substan-
tially rectangular flat body, a pair of tape loop

-engaging fingers -each .integral at cne end-with
‘the bhody, and having free opposite ends, extend-
ing from one end of the body bent upwardly and
.over said body near the sides into substantial par-
allelism with each other and with the body, and

latch elements for each finger integral with and
forming parts. hent from the body and extending

upwardly from corresponding corneis thereof, and
“having- stop sections for receiving the free ends

oi the fingers aforesaid.
RICEHARD H. WRIGHT.
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