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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, CLare~xon W. FuLLEr,
a_citizen of the United States, residing at
Yonkers, in the county of Westchester and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Clothes-
Marking Clips; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to a clip or tag for
marking articles of wearing apparel and
household linen for the purpose of identifi-
cation.

The loss and inconvenience due to mis-
takes in delivering laundry are evils which
have to be contended with by the public in
general. One of the mistakes most fre-
quently made is the mating of odd hose or
other articles which come in pairs. My
clip is also designed to overcome this diffi-
culty.

Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide a marking device which is simple in
construction, inexpensive to manufacture,
and which can be readily and quickly at-
tached to the article without stitching or
other separate fastening means and without
employing any tools. In other words, my
marking clip may be secured to the article
with the fingers. When attached, the grip
of the clip upon the article will become
firmer rather than looser as a result of
laundrying.

It has been my aim, further, to provide
a clip which will not rust or corrode, will
not be unsightly or cause discomfort, and
will not interfere in any way with the
laundrying of the article to which it is at-
tached.

Other objects will become apparent from
the following description.

My invention consists of a clip made of
non-corrosive and rust proof metal formed
by bending a small thin strip of such metal
at or near the middle so that its two end
portions may be folded upon one another.
Said end portions are provided with inter-
locking gripping devices which penetrate
the material and interlock with one another
when the clip is attached to an article or
garment. For instance, one of the end por-
tions may be provided with an inwardly
extending tongue or spur cut and struck up
therefrom about midway between the lateral

edges of the clip and extending longitudi-
nally thereof. The other end portion may
have two smaller spurs or tongues converg-
ing toward one another in the direction of
the bend in the metal and struck up there-
from in position leaving a clear and un-
cut piece of metal between them opposite

‘the single tongue on the first mentioned end

portion. When the end portions or arms of
the clip are spread slightly apart, all of
the tongues or spurs point inwardly so that
they present no obstructions to the intro-
duction of the edge of a garment between
said arms and there is no danger of tear-
ing said garment. The clip is attached by
pressing the two end portions or arms to-
gether which causes the single long spur to
penetrate the article and interlock with the
two smaller spurs. In the example given,
which is my preferred form of clip, the long
tongue, after passing through the material,
comes in contact with a clear surface of
metal between the short tongues or spurs
and is flattened out as said end portions are
pressed together, said long tongue inter-

“locking with the short tongues by passing

between them and the end portion of the
clip from which they are cut, as illustrated
in Figs. 4 and 5. I propose to stamp one
or more letters upon one side of the clip
as a means of identification. When ap-
plied to hose or other articles or garments
which come in pairs, the clips attached to a
pair are stamped on the other side with
similar figures or other suitable indicia
which will enable them to be readily as-
sembled. Tt will be understood that each
pair of clips so used should bear a different
figure or mark to distinguish them from
other pairs.

The invention also consists in the features
of construction and combinations of parts
described herein, illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing, and specified in the ap-
pended claim.

In the accompanying drawing: Figure 1
1s a front elevation of one of my marking
clips attached to the edge of an article of
household linen. Fig. 2 1s an edge view of
the clip in its initial position before it is at-
tached to the article. TFig. 3 is a plan view
of a strip of metal from which a clip is
made, showing the relative positions of the
tongues or spurs before the end portions are
bent upon one another. Tig. 4 is a sectional
view on the line #—= of Fig. 1 on an en-
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larged scale to illustrate how the tongues or
spurs penetrate the material and interlock
with one another. Fig. 5 is a sectional view
on the line y—y of Fig. 4. Fig. 6-is a simi-
lar view showing all of the spurs engaging
the material. ‘
Referring more particularly to Figs. 1 to
5 of the drawing, 1 designates the strip of
metal from which my preferred form of
clip is made. As illustrated, the middle
portion of the strip, where the bend 2 18
made, is provided with a plurality of small

perforations 8 in order to render the clip
more easy to bend without weakening it too
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much or destroying the resiliency of the
metal. Two or more small perforations are
used instead of one large perforation in

“order to give greater space on the end por-

tions of the clip for stamping the letters
and figures. Tt will be understood, of
course, that it is my intention to make the
clips as small as possible, due regard being
given to the durability of the device and the
necessity of its bearing a mark which will
be readily discernible. The long tongue 4
on one portion of the clip and the two
shorter tongues 5 on the other end portion

- thereof are cut and struck up from the

metal strip in any suitable manner. The
identification mark for the individual pref-
erably consists of the imitial of his name.
The different members of the same family

‘may use the initials of their first names to

avoid confusion and the household linem
may bear the initial of the family name. In
the drawing, I have illustrated the individ-
ual mark at 6. The mark for identifying
pairs of articles is designated 7 and prefer-
ably consists of a numeral as already ex-
plained. ‘ :

Tt will be observed that in the forms of
clips which I have shown and described,
there are two oppositely-disposed end por-
tions one of which has one or more tongues
adapted to penetrate the fabric and inter-
lock with the other end portion whereby the
more pressure brought to bear upon the clip,
as in passing the article, to which it 1s at-
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tached, through a wringer or ironing ma-

chine, the more firmly will it be engaged
with the article. Another important fea-
ture of my clip is the termination of all of
the tongues on the inner faces of the clips,
no projecting points being left to scratch

the finger or be displaced during the laun-

drying process. )
Changes may, of course, be made in the
details of construction of my invention. I,
therefore, do not limit myself to the forms
illustrated herein but reserve the right to
make such changes as fairly fall within the
scope of my invention. For example, in the
preferred construction the short spurs or
tongues may be also passed through the ma-

terial, as shown in Fig. 6, giving a firmer

grip on the garment but I believe it is better
to have only the longer tongue pass through
the material because it will then be much
easier to detach the clip for use over again.

While in the preferred construction the
spurs or tongues are shown ab the ends of
the end portions, it is obvious that they may
be located at the sides of the end portions or
at any convenient place thereon.

I claim:

A marking clip of the character described
comprising a bent strip having a cloth pene-
trating tongue cut from one end portion
and inclined inwardly toward the bend, two
cloth penetrating spurs cut from the oppo-
site end portion of said strip and inclined
inwardly toward each other, said spurs be-

ing spaced apart leaving a clear wall of-

metal betiween them against which the point
of said tongue abuts when the two end por-

tongue and spurs arranged to mterlock as

they are flattened down between said end:
portions and leaving the outer ‘surfaces of-

the clip free from projections.

In testimony whereof, T affix my signa-

ture, in presence of two witnesses:
CLARENCE W. FULLER.
Witnesses: R :
L. J. FELLMETTE, -
E. R. CHAMBERLAIN.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five .cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of I’a”cents,
Washington, D. C.”
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tions of the clip are pressed together, said-
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