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very smoothly and without any jerks even when said posts 
are constituted by greenwood. - 
The frusto-conical part 17 of the cap forms a funnel 

shaped member for receiving post B of different diameters. 
The cutter 22 is long enough for cutting and sharpening 
posts, the diameter of which may vary. 
The rear end of the post B is securely maintained sta 

tionary and in alignment with the cap 15 during the cut 
ting operation by guiding and clamping means, more 
particularly illustrated in FIGURES 7 to 10 inclusive. 
These means comprise a carriage 43 arranged for moving 
along beam 10. Clamping jaws 44 are mounted trans 
versely of the beam and carriage 43 and are arranged for 
transversal movement towards and away from each other 
for clamping the post B. 
The carriage 23 is more particularly constituted by two 

saddles 45 and 46 which partially enclose the beam 10 
underneath and on the side thereof and rigidly secured 
to each other by means of bar 47. Saddle 45 is provided 
with a pair of upper rollers 48 in contact with the upper 
edge of the vertical fianges 11 and with rollers 49 in con 
tact with the lower edge of said flanges 11 of beam 10. 
The saddle 46 is only provided with a pair of upper rollers 
50. As shown in FIGURE 8, the rollers 48, 49 and 50 
are vertically inclined in order to prevent lateral move 
ment of the carriage with respect to the beam 10. A 
transverse small beam 51 is rigidly secured to the carriage 
43 on top of the beam 10 and the two jaws 44 are pro 
vided with guides 52 surrounding transverse beam 51 and 
capable of longitudinally sliding therealong in order for 
the jaws 44 to effect a reciprocatory motion. The two 
jaws overlap each other and are in sliding contact in order 
to effect a shearing movement. The opposed inner edges 
of the jaws are cut out to form angular recesses 53 in 
order for each jaw to contact the post B at two spaced 
points of its periphery. 
A control lever 54, pivoted at 55 on a notched sector 

56 secured to the transverse small beam 51, produces the 
transverse displacement of the jaws 44 by means of link 
57 pivoted at one end to said lever 54 and at its other 
end to a crank member 58; the latter is pivoted to one 
end of beam 51 at 59' and at 59 to a link bar 60 itself 
pivoted at 61 to a second link bar 62 which is pivoted at 
63 to ear 64 secured to one of the jaws 44. A lever 65 
is pivoted intermediate its ends to the center of trans 
verse beam 51 by means of bolt 66. One end of lever 
65 is pivoted at 61 to the pair of link bars 60 and 62 
whereas the other end of lever 65 is pivoted at 67 to a 
third linking bar 68, the other end of which is pivoted to 
ear 69 secured to the other one of the jaws 44. Thus the 
lever 65 serve to reverse the movement of one of the jaws 
with respect to the other, whereby operation of control 
lever 54 results in opposite movement of the two jaws. 
The control lever 54 is blocked in adjusted position by 
means of pawl 70 pivoted to the lever 54 and capable of 
engaging anyone of the notches made at a periphery of 
sector 56. The pawl 70 can be released under action of 
handle 71 and transmission rod 72. A spike 73 is pivoted on one of the jaws 44 for engag 
ing the post B and preventing rotation thereof with respect 
to the jaws. The spike 73 is controlled by a lever 74 
pivoted on the same jaw at 75 and connected to the spike 
73 by means of link rod 76. 
The machine in accordance with the present inven 
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tion is furthermore provided with a support 77 disposed 
adjacent the mouth of the cap 15 and secured to beam 
10, to serve for temporarily supporting the front end of 
post B prior to pushing the same within the cap. 
The machine in accordance with the invention is used 

as follows: A post B having two square ends as indi 
cated at A is positioned with one end on the support 77 
and the other end between the opened jaws 44. The con 
trol lever 54 is then pulled in order to cause clamping 
movement of the jaws and the control lever 74 is pushed 
downwardly in order to drive the spike 73 into the wood 
of the post. The cap 15 and its cutter 22 are then rotated 
and the carriage 23 is displaced along beam 10 towards 
the cap 15 to insert the front end of the post into the 
frusto-conical part 17 of cap 15. The rotary blades 23 
engage and progressively cut the square end A of the post 
in order to eventually form the point C. When the cut 
ting operation is completed, the carriage 43 is moved 
away from the cap 15 and the jaws 44 are moved out 
Wardly to release the post which automatically disengages 
the spike 73. 
While a preferred embodiment in accordance with the 

present invention has been illustrated and described, it is 
understood that various modifications may be resorted to 
without departing from the spirit and scope of the ap 
pended claims. 
What I claim is: - 
1. In a fence post pointing machine, a beam, spaced 

brackets upstanding from said beam, journals at the upper 
end of said brackets, a hollow rotary cap opened at its 
two ends having a cylindrical portion rotatably supported 
in said journals and a frusto-conical portion protruding 
from said journals, means for rotating said cap about its 
longitudinal axis, said frusto-conical portion having an 
elongated opening made along a generatrix thereof, a 
cutter of generally cylindrical shape and having cutting 
blades mounted at the periphery thereof, said cutter being 
journaled on said frusto-conical portion and partially pro 
jecting within said portion through said elongated open 
ing, and means for rotating said cutter about its own axis 
and allowing translation movement of said cutter during 
rotation of said cap, said last named means including a 
first rigid shaft mounted coaxially and journalled within 
the cylindrical portion of said cap and projecting at one 
end thereof, a second rigid shaft secured to and coaxial 
with said cutter and a universal joint connecting said two 
shafts, and power and gear means for rotating said ??? 
and cutter at unequal speeds and in opposite directions. 

2. A machine as claimed in claim 1, further including 
a counterweight secured to said cap opposite said cutter 
for dynamically balancing said cap during its rotation. 
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