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2c (t/l, it'? On, it netly concer'72: 
Beit known that I, EDWARD P. WALKER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Kan 
sas City, in the county of Jackson and State 
of Missouri, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Clothes-Line Props; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, such as Will enable others to make 
and use the same, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, forming a part of 
this specification. 
The object of my invention is, first, to en 

able the line-holder to be self-securing when 
applied to a movable or stationary Support; 
second, to prevent breakage of the line-holder 
in lateral strains, tending to spread the line 
grasping parts, and, third, to prevent the acci 
dental disengagement of the clothes-line from 
the line-holder. 

In the drawings, Figure I represents an or 
dinary clothes-line with the improved line 
holder applied to a pole and engaging with 
the line. Fig. 2 is an enlarged side view of 
the improved line-holder shown connected 
with the broken upper portion of the pole 
and in dotted lines the position of the sepa 
rate yielding sides of the line-holder in resist 
ing strains and permitting the entrance and 
removal of the clothes-line. Fig. 3 is a view 
in perspective of the improved line-holder as 
seen in Fig. 2, showing a portion of the clothes 
line at the point of greatest strain. Fig. 4 is 
a detail view, in perspective, of the improved 
line-holder. Fig. 5 is a detail view of the upper 
or slotted end of the prop with the line-holder 
removed. Fig. 6 is a view of a modified form 
of line-holder. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
Sponding parts in all the figures. 

Referring to the drawings, A represents the 
improved line-holder, which consists, essen 
tially, of the yielding jaws a Ca' and the secur 
ing-shank B. The shank B is made from a 
single Spring-plate, which is bent at a point 
equidistant from both ends in the arc of a 
circle at b, so as to form a spring, one plate, b', 
extending therefrom upwardly a considerable 
distance in a straight line, and also inclined 
Outwardly at an angle to a horizontal line in 
the proper degree. To the upper end of the 
plate b is connected the yielding plate or jaw 
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a, the lower end of which extends outwardly 
at an angle to the side of plate b', and is ex 
tended upwardly a short distance in an elon 
gated curved line, as at a, thence bent down 
wardly and inwardly in a curved line toward 
the lower portion of the jaw a, and terminated 
a short distance above the upper end of the 
plate b', forming a hook (t. The other plate, 
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b', extends upwardly in the same manner and 
the same height as the plate b', to the upper 
end of which is connected the jaw (t', which is 
precisely the same as the jaw Ct. and is bent 
in the direction of the jaw (t, and terminated 
the same distance above the plate U' as de 
scribed of the jaw Ct, also forming a hook simi 
lar to the hook Ct. 
The line-holder may be made from a single 

piece of spring-steel, and the parts C. C may 
be tempered separately from the shank IB 
and in a different degree. 
C represents a pole of ordinary height, to 

the end of which the line-holder A is secured 
in the following manner: The upper end c 
of the pole is at right angles to the sides c' c'. 
In the upper end of the pole C and extend 
ing from the end c of the bar in the direction 
of the lower end of said pole and equidistant 
from thesides co" is a transverse slot c, which 
is the same length as the side b' of the shank 
B. Beneath the slot c is a circular opening 
c, which communicates with the slot c. The 
line-holder is then secured to the pole by first 
compressing the plates b' band inserting the 
same in a closed position in the slot c, the 
portion b entering the opening c. In the slot 
c, the width of which is slightly in excess of 
the combined thickness of the plates b'b, the 
plates spring outwardly or expand against 
the sides of the slot and retain the line-holder 
securely in position, while the portion b, 
which is driven within and fits snugly the 
opening c' in the end of said pole, prevents 
accidental side movement of the line-holder. 

In the operation of the line-holder in con 
nection with the clothes-line the line-holder 
is placed in a position beneath with the line 
between the parts C, Ct' and as pressure is ap 
plied the jaws a a' open sufficiently to admit 
the line. 
In the sway of the line, and particularly as 

the angle described by the pole C from the 
groundisincreased, the strainisbrought upon 
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one jaw, causing it to bend over, which move 
ment is checked by the upper end of the pole 
against which it comes in contact. In this 
manner the breakage of the line-holder is 
prevented. During the sway of the clothes 
line from whatever cause the line is prevented 
from disengagement from the line-holder and 
enters the hooked portion of the jaw, at which 
point no accidental removal is permitted. 
The line-holder is disengaged from the line by 
permitting the line to enter between the parts 
(ta of the jaws a C and diawing upon the 
line-holder, the parts of which yield for this 
pllrpose. 
In Fig. 6I have shown the outwardly-curved 

jaws of the line-holder with the upper ends 
extended in an upward direction and curved 
outwardly in opposite directions and thence 
downwardly a short distance. The upper end 
of the pole is grooved at c, so as to admit 
the under side portion of the jaws, and thus 
prevent the breakage of the jaws when strain 
is applied, the jaws being secured to the pole, 
as described in Figs. 1 and 2. 

In my improved line-holder I have attained 
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a serviceable and readily-applied device 
which may be attached to a fixture in a hori 
ZOntal position as Well as Vertical and Will 
adapt itself to all of the varied requirements 
of clothes-line props. 
Having fully described my invention, what 

I now claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 
In a clothes-line prop a clothes-pole having 

a transverse slot in the upper end thereof and 
a circular opening beneath and communicat 
ing with said slot, opposite yielding line-hold 
ing jaws having a shank composed of Sep 
arate plates connected with said jaws at their 
respective upper ends arranged within said 
transverse slot in said pole and having their 
lower ends connected together and bent in 
the arc of a circle and extending within the 
circular opening in said pole as and for the 
purpose described. 

EDWARD P. WALIKER 
Witnesses: 

C. E. LIVERS, 
S. L. C. IASSON. 
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