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To all whom it may concern: ". 
Be it known that, I, WiLLiAli ALBERT 

WRIGHT, a citizen of the United States, re 
siding at South Los Angeles, in the county 

5 of Los Angeles and State of California, have 
invented a new and useful Machine for De 
capping or Recapping Sh 
following is a specification. . . 
My invention relates to machines for de 

to capping and recapping paper and brass shells 
for pistol, shotgun, or rifle use; and the ob 
jects in view are to provide a machine of this 
class of cheap, simple, and durable construc 
tion designed to be operated by hand and re 

15 quiring no base or bench for its support; that 
is so constructed as to operate with facility 
and dispatch; to avoid marring or caying the 
head or base of the shell either in the re 
moval or application of a cap or primer, and 

2o. which is adapted for shells for either flat or 
conical bases or heads. - 
Warious other, objects and advantages of 

the invention will appearin the following de 
scription, and the novel features thereof will 

25 be particularly pointed out in the claims. 
Referring to the drawings:-Figure 1 is a 

perspective view of a device embodying my 
invention. Fig. 2 is a sectional view, the 
same being in the act of recapping a shell. 

Like numerals of reference indicate like 
parts in both the figures of the drawings. 

In the practice of my invention it is my de 
sign to so construct the same as to be readily 
handled and operated by hand without a 

35 bench or support therefor, and for this rea 
son it is useful in camping and other places 
where benches or tables may not be had, and 
furthermore, the work may be carried on 
with less labor to the operator. I therefore 

4c employ a pair of members 1 and 2, whose in 
ner ends are curved to produce grips or han 
dles 3 similar to an ordinary pair of pincers. 
The lower member 2 is provided at its oppo 
site or outer end with a recessed head 4, and 

45 from the recessed side of the same there ex tends a bearing-screw 5 whose outer end is 
headed. The member 1 is at its outer end 
also provided with a recessed head 6, the re 
cess occurring at the opposite side thereof to 

5o that at which it occurs in the member 2, and the said head 6 is provided with an elongated 
longitudinally disposed slot 7 which loosely 

30 

ells, of which the 

receives the screw 5 and is capable of ivota, 
as well as longitudinal movement thereoa. 
The member 2 is further provided between 

its ends with a lateral swell or offset, 8, the 
same forming a corresponding rebess 9, and 
from the under side of this mein be at (iia 

lower ends are provided with inwardly dis 
posed iugs or seats ii aboy 6 which screw-ee 
ceiving openings are provided. s 
Seated on the lugs or seats i is the over 

rectangular base 12 pon, which is formed a 
cylindrical post i3 tile same being clow or 
bored and having its upper end rediced or 
made conical as at 4. a - 
is secured between the standards through the 
Inedium of opposite screws 15 that pass 

formed in the standards, into said base. The 

exterior of the post, and the standards, he 
upper end of the post is curved slightly be. 
low the upper plane of the Taeber 2. 
The bore of the post is reduced near its tap 
er end, and in the upper reduced portion 

there is located the plunger 16 whose lower 
end is secured to a reciprocating bolt, it of 
greater diameter and fitting loosely the en 
arged or lover portion of the aforesaid bore 
of the post. A coiled Spring 18 of sufficient 
strength is coiled upon the plunger 1C anti 
compressed between the liper &nd of the 2n 
ing end of the boit 17, so that it exerts 
stant tendency to force tie boit toys award 
and withdraw the lipper gri?i of the lunger 
into the post. The lower end of the boit is 

30, bifurcated and Supports a rocking-eye 
bearing-screw 21 which passes through the 
lower bifurcated end of the outer staadard. 
10. The Cater end of this ever is slotted as 
at 22 and passes between the lower bifurcated 
end of a reciprocating rod 23 to which it is 
pivoted by a bearing-Screw 24. The upper 
end of this rod 23 passes through a perfora 
tion 25 formed in the member 2 between the 
head 8 and the outer end ol' pivot point be 
tween the members, and by reason of the 

metrically opposite sides of the recess there 
depends a pair of rigid standards iO whose 

10, so that a space is formed interraediate he 

s 5 

The base of the gosi, 

through the perforations, taentioned as being 
diameter of the post is less than the distage, 
between the irider Siriacas of the standards ; 

S. 

larged portion of the bore and this rorrespond 
3 C32- . 

9. 

which between its ends is fulcrumed upon a 
95 
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downward pressure of the spring before men 
tioned the upper end of said iod 23 is nor 
inally extended above the plane of the mem 
ber 2. The upper member 1 is provided be 

5, tween its ends with a transverse hearing-rib 
26, the same having its inner side or wall pro 
widied . a curved recess 27 that partially. 
si:Founds a cavity 28 formed in the inder 
side of the aforesaid memberi. Immediately 
in rear of this cavity a conical transverse per 
foration 29 is formed in the member 1, and 
driven therein is the conical Shank 30 formed 
ipon the upper side of a capping plug 31 
whose under side is concaved as shown. By 
reason of the conical shape of the shank 30 
of this capping plug it will be seen that a 
slight tap upon the upper end thereof will 
serve to inseat it, and another plug of differ 
ent size may be inserted upwardly into the 

2 o perforation and readily seat itself for use. 
In rear of the bearing-rib 26 the upper mem 

be 1 is provided with a vertical hole or per 
foration 32 slightly greater in diameter than 
the upper end of the rod 23, and again in 

: 

is provided with a shallow cavity 33, which 
When the membe's land 2 are in certain rela 
tive positions is designed to receive and bear 
lugot the upper end of said "rod 23, all as will 
inergii after agegear. This complates the cons 39 w w is . . . 

struction of the tool, and the despii) tip of 

rear of this the under side of said member 1 

the operation of decapping and fecapping is 
as foiliows:-To decap, the upper member 1 is 
raised and an empty shell, either paper or 

35 brass, is placed upon the post and it will be 
seen hat regardless of the internal shape or 
contour of the base of the shell the apex of 
the post will be directly at the priming cav 
ity and contact with such base only at that 
point, so tial asy gaviagia or injury to the 
bage of the gnei is if a possible and alry slight 
excess of pressure will not injure the shelli 
and render the sare defective so as to miss 

g been piaced in position, the upper 
ice: is diawi toward the operator, which 
73 the transverse rib 26 over the rim of 
ei. The two reinbers are now brought 

: 5. 

igger end of the rod 23, and bearing upon 
a forces the latter downward and the 
end of the rocking lever 20 upward 

3%, his tendency of the coiled spring 
tite post. 

E. 

X. 

This advances the plunger 
83es up into the primer or cap 

ity for the same in the shell, 
preveilted rom rising by rea 

iting 3 g; the base thereof. 
In 2:35:237&d the tipper nen's 

d'a' fri. Apward by the 
sing sing inited in 

3 ya gios 34 fog 3.26.3% 
ide of Sae rhyter 2, 
(iii.33° 2, 3alages the pig 
priza&E greap failing to 

aid each other, and the cavity 33 receives 

in Sveise keiriig-cik 26 which 

at tiereo sadi contact 

s 

vention. 
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the floor or ground. Thus it will be seen 
that the device. will efficiently decap éx 
ploded shells and in such manner as to posi. 7o 
tively avoid any injury to the base of the 
shell so as to render the same imperfect. 
To recap or reprime shells the operation is 

much the same, being slightly varied inac 
cordance with the following description: The 
sneif being decapped, the upper mezber is 
slid or moved away from the operator so that 
the perforation 32 will be coincident with the 
upper end of the rod 23. The members are 
swung apart and the shell to be recapped is 8o 
slipped over the post as before and assumes 
the same position. . The primer or cap is then 
placed in the cavity for its reception formed 
in the base of the shell and the two members 
swung toward each other. This forward 
movement upon the part of the upper mem 
ber brings the capping-plug into alignment 
with the cavity in the shell, and being con 
caved the said plugbears upon the outer edge 
of the cap or primer, atygbich point there is 9o 
no danger of explosion, snugly to its seat or 
cavity in the head-of-the shell. This having 
been accomplished the upper member is 
swung from the lower and the shell remo'ed, 
and is in condition for reloading. The same 95 
advantages of noninjury to the shell occur in 
the operation of recapping or repriming, as 
described in connection with degapping, and . 
hence it will be in necessay to repeat the 
same. It will be obvious that in the opera 
tion just described the plunger remains inact 
ive that is, is not advanced by a bringing to 
gether of the two members, and this is by 
reason of the fact that the rod 33 is not actu 
ated by the upper member but passes idly ro5 
into the perforation 32 with which such upper 
member is provided. r 
From the foregoing description in connec 

tion with the accompanying drawings it will 
be seen that i have provided a very simple I Io 
and convenient device for the purpose in view, 
the same being designed to be operated by 
hand in an expeditious manner and serving 
the double function of deoapping and recap 
ping shells of various styles and absolutely 
without injury thereto. . . . . . . 
Changes in the form, proportion, and, the 

minor details of construction may be resorted 
to without departing from the principle or 
sacrificing any of the advantages of this in 

75 

Koo 
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Having described my invention, what I 
claim is- . . . . . . . . . . 

1. The combination of the opposite pivoted 
members, the opposite rigid standards de 
pending from ole of the members, a post ar 
Fanged between the statidards and adapted 
to Fe3eive a shell, a plunger arranged within 

I 25 

the post, and devices for actuating the plum 
ge , 3.35.& Sially as described. 

3. he goabination of the opposite pivoted 
Zieliniers, the opposite rigid standards de 
peridizig iron one of the memberg, the post 
&rarged etweet, the standards.and having 
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its lower end detachably secured to the same, 
a plunger arranged in the post and depending 
below the same, and an actuating rod ar 

d 

ranged parallel with the standard and having 
its lower end connected with the plunger and 
having its upper end arranged to be engaged 
by the upper member, substantially as de 
scribed. 

3. The combination of the two members piv 
oted at their outer ends and teirminating at 
their inner ends in handles, one of said mem 
bers having an intermediate recess from the 
opposite sides of which depend standards, a 
post seated in the standards and terminating 
at its upper end in the recess, a reciprocating 
plunger arranged in the post, a spring for re 
tracting the same, a rocking-lever fulcrumed 

25 

on the lower end of one of said standards and 
connected to the plunger arid an actuating 
rod mounted for movemént at the side of the 
standard pivotally connected at its lower end 
to the rocking lever and adapted at its upper 
end to be borne upon by the upper member, 
substantially as specified. 

4. The combination of the opposite mem 
bers pivoted at their outer ends, the lower 
member having depending standards termi 
nating at their lower ends in lugs, or seats, a 
post having a rectangular base, seated upoil 
the lugs and secured in position between the 
standards, a rocking lever pivoted between 
its ends in a slot in one of the standards and 
having its opposite ends slotted, the inner one 
being pivoted to the lower end of the plunger, 

35 an actuating rod arranged in a perforation formed in the lower member at one side of the 
standard and pivoted at its lower end to the 

45 
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outer end of the rocking lever and provided 
with a stop adapted to contact with the under 
side of the lower member, substantially as 
specified. 

5. The combination of the upper and lower 
members, pivotally connected at their outer 
ends, the upper member having a limited lon 
gitudinal movement, a shell-receiving post 
carried by one of said members, a plunger 
mounted in the post, actuating devices oper 
ated by the opposite member for operating the 
plitunger, a bearing-rib arranged on the upper 
member and adapted to contact with the base 
of a shell when said member is moved in one 
direction, and a cap setting plug carried by 
said upper member and adapted to bear upon 
the shell when said member is moved in the 
opposite direction, substantially as Specified. 

6. The combination of the upper and lower 

members pivotally connected at their outer 
ends, the upper member having a limited on 
gitudinal movement the shell-receiving post 
carried by the lower member, the spring-re 
tracted plunger arranged in said post, an actu 

3 

a ting rod mounted for reciprocation in a per 
foration in the lower member and operatively 
connocted with the aforesaid plunger and 
adapted to be borne upon by the upper mem 
ber, when the latter is moved in one direction 

65 

and to pass into a perforation formed in said . 
member when moved in an opposite direc 
tion, a bearing surface having a shell arranged 
upon the under side of the upper member 
and aligning with the shell when said upper 
member is in position to bear upon the actu 
'ating-rod, and a cap setting plug arranged 
upon the upper member and aligning with a 
shell seated upon the post when the hole in the 
upper member registers with the upper end of 
the actuating-rod, substantially as specified. 

7. The combination with the two members 
provided at their outer ends at reverse sides . 
with recessed heads, that of the upper mem 
ber being slotted, the lower member having 
an offset S forming a recess 9 the bearing 
screw passing through the slot and into the 
head of the lower member, whereby the two 
are pivotally connected and the upper mem 
ber is capable of a limited longitudinal move 
ment, the shouldered standards depending 
from opposite sides of the recess, the shell 
receiving post having a lower rectangular 
base seated upon the shoulders of the stand 
ards and projecting upwardly into the open 

go 
ing 9, the rocking lever 20 fulcrumed at 21 to 
the front standard, the plunger arranged/in 
the post and pivoted to the inner end of the 
rocking lever, the actuating rod 23 arranged 95. 
in the perforation 25 and provided with a 
stop below the same and pivoted at its lower 
end to the outer end of the leverythe cavity 
33, and perforation 32 formed side by side in the upper member, the transverse bearing 
rod 26 having a recess 27 encircling a cavity 
28 formed in the under side of said upper 
member, and the capping/plug located upon 
the upper member at tie inner side of the 
rib 26, substantially as specified. -- - - 
In testimony that I/claim the foregoing as 

the presence of two witnesses. 

Ioo 

my own have R affixed my signature in 
WILLIAM ALBERT WRIG-IIT. 

Witnesses: 
OTIS EDDY, IowEN, 
CLi'l QUIN. 


