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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, REBECCA GRAVES, a. 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Spokane, in Spokane County, and State of 
Washington, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Bath Supports, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My present invention relates to improve 

ments in bath supports which, while not de 
signed for exclusive use in bathing infants 
or children, is especially adapted for this purpose. The primary object of the inven 
tion is the provision of a bath appliance in 
which the person may be supported within 
the bath tub with the support or appliance 
partially submerged in the water contained 
in the tub, or the support may be suspended 
above the water line in the tub. This Sup 
port is of flexible material and fashioned in such manner as to be suspended from the 
opposite top edges of the bathtub and form 
a partial enclosure for the protection and 
support of the infant. Adjustable sus pending means are employed which, may be 
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ments of the shape of the support are pos: 
sible because of the specific construction of 45 

manipulated for the purpose of changing 
the conformation or shape of the Support 
and thus adapt it to accommodate the child 
or infant in various positions. By manipu- p 
lating the adjustable suspending devices the 
shape of different portions of the flexible support may be changed, one portion may 
be elevated above another portion, and those 
portions forming the side walls of the Sup 
port may be given a selected depth. In this 
manner the head portion of the Support 
may be elevated, while the foot portion is 
permitted to sag and form a pocket of 
greater depth than the head portion for the 
accommodation of an infant in a reclining 
position, or the different portions of the support may be adjusted to position to sup 
port the infant in a sitting posture. 
These different formations and adjust 

the flexible support, and its adjustable sus 
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inding means, as will be hereinafter more 
E. pointed out and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings I have 

illustrated one complete example of the 
physical embodiment of my invention 
wherein the parts are fashioned and com bined according to one mode I have thus 
far devised for the practical application of 
the principles of my invention. 

Figure 1 is a top plan view showing the 

device of the invention supported within 
bathtub, in position for use. Figure 2 is a vertical, longitudinal sec 
tional view at line 2-2 of Figure 1. 60 

Figure 3 is an enlarged detail view of the 
foot portion of the flexible support showing 
a portion of a screen for a drain opening, 
and also illustrating a pair of laced plackets 
in the body of the support whereby an en 
larged deeper portion or pocket may be 
formed at the foot of the support. Figure 4 is an enlarged detail sectional 
view of a portion of the tub illustrating one 
of the suspending hooks and suspending or 
adjusting buckle. 
- In order that the invention and its utility 
may be readily understood I have illustrated 
a conventional form of bath tub 1 having 
the usual curled or curved top edges 2. 
The bath support, as a whée is designated 

by the numeral 3, and is made up or fash 
ioned from suitable textile fabric, or other 
flexible material suitable for the purpose, 
which may or may not be waterproof, as de 
sired, but is preferably of approximate rec 
tangular form. The ends of the support are 
designated as the head portion 4 and foot 
Ortion 5, and it is intended that the infant 
when being bathed, shall be placed in the 
Support, as for instance to lie with its head 
in the head portion 4 at the left end in 
Figures 1 and 2 and its feet in the foot por 
tion 5 at the right end of the support. 

Reinforcing edge strips or binding tapes 
6 are secured around the edges of the sup 
port, and at suitable intervals along the op-. 
posite paralleledges of the support areat 
tached suspending straps7. In Figure 1 it. 
will be seen that the straps are arranged in 
pairs at opposite edges of the support in 
order that they may co-operate in supporting 
the device in adjusted position. Each sus 
pending strap is provided with an adjust 
ing buckle 8 for lengthening or shortening 
the suspending strap, and a suspending 
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hook 9 is attached at the end of each strap 
and adapted to engage over the curled edge 
of the tub, as seen in Figure 4. 
The support is suspended within the tub 

by means of these suspending devices, and 
it will be apparent that by adjusting the 
length of the straps, various forms or shapes 
may be imparted to the support. For in 
stance when the child is lying in the sup 
port, it is important that its head be prop 
erly supported, and by relatively shorten 
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ing the pair of straps 7 in Figure 1 a ridge 
8', extending transversely of the support, is 
formed at its inner or upper side, to accom 
modate the back of the neck of the child, 
and properly support the body and head of 
the recumbent child. The straps toward 
the right end or foot portion of the support 
may be lengthened with relation to the straps 
at the left end or head portion of the support 
to permit the foot portion to sag below the 
head portion, as indicated in Figure 2. In 
this position, not only is better accommoda 
tion provided for the infant, but water ac 
cumulating in the support may readily run 
down the bottom of the support and drain 
through a gauze or perforate screen 10 in 
the bottom of the support. This drain 
screen may be of porous fabric or other suit 
able material and is inserted in an opening 
provided therefor in the support with its 
edges securely stitched to the Support for 
retention therein. 
The foot portion 5 of the support is pro 

vided with a pair of plackets 11 and 12, 
spaced apart as shown and extending out 
wardly from the drain opening in the bottom 
of the support to the edge of the support. 
The plackets radiate from the longitudinal 
ceiter of the support, on diagonal lines, 
and their edges are provided with binding 
tapes 13 having eyelets or eyes 14 for the 
lacing strings 15. 
The plackets are closed or filled with W 

shape pieces or darts 16 folded or pleated on 
converging lines complementary to the edges 
of the plackets, as seen in Figure 1, while 
in Figure 3 the lacing strings 15 appear on 
the under or outer sides of these pleats. It 
will be obvious that the lacings strings may 
be used as draw strings to close the plackets 
and fold the pleated portions 16 to reduce 
the circumferential area of the foot portion 
or end of the support and fashion this end 
of the support as a pocket to prevent a child 
from falling out at this end. The suspend 
ing straps at the foot portion of the sup 
port are also adjustable for the purpose of 
lowering or elevating the foot portion of the 
support, as desired. 
In the position of the support indicated in 

Figure 2 it is adapted to accommodate an in 
fant in the same manner that the infant lies 
in the mother's lap or is held in the mother's 
arms, for bathing. The ridge 8' formed 
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transversely of the support by drawing on 
the straps 7 fits neatly under the infant's 
neck and the head is supported in the head 
portion 4, to take the weight off the child's 
neck. As the child grows stronger and is 
enabled to more nearly support itself, the 
relative positions of the head and foot por 
tions of the support are changed, the former 
being elevated with relation to the latter, to 
accommodate the child, and form a protec tive support. 
The size of the support is of course varied, 

and larger supports are adapted for adults 
to be used in hospitals for the accommoda 
tion of patients, or in the home for the bene 
fit of invalids requiring personal attention. 

It will be apparent that the support may 
be maintained in a sanitary condition by 
laundering and may be quickly and readily 
dried after use It may with facility be sus 
pended from the sides of the bath tub, or 
suspended from other suitable support when 
required, and with equal convenience the 
hooks may be disengaged from the tub sides 
and the support removed when not required 
for use. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent is:- 

1. A bath support of flexible material 
having separately adjustable suspending 
means attached at opposite edges thereof 
and arranged in pairs, said support having 
a foot portion formed with a drain, and 
plackets extending from its center to its 
edge, pleats in said plackets, and means for 
closing or partially closing said plackets. 

2. A bath support of flexible material 
having suspending means, said support hav 
ing plackets radiating from its longitudinal 
center to its edge, pleats in said plackets, and 
a lacing string in said plackets. 

3. A bath support of flexible material, 
having separately adjustable suspending 
means attached at opposite edges and ar 
ranged in pairs, a perforate piece set in the 
bottom of said support as a drain, plackets 
radiating from said drain to the edge of the 
support and provided with eyelets, lacing 
strings in the eyelets, and pleats secured in 
said plackets. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
REBECCA GRAVES. 
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