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UNITED STATES

PaTeNT OFFICE.

RAIMUND -SCHUSTER, OF MARKNEUKIRCIIEN, GERMANY.

STRING-ADJUSTER FOR GUITARS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 577,627, dated February 23, 1897.
Apolication filed October 31,1896, Serial No, 610,739. (No model.)

To all whony it may concern:

Be it known that I, RAIMUND SCHUSTER. a
subject of the Emperor of Germany, residing
at Markneukirchen, in the Kingdom of Sax-
ony, Germany, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in String-Adjust-
ers called “Accord-Revolvers” for Guitars
and Similar String Instruments to Adjust the
Length of the Strings for Different Accords;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact deseription of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

The objeet of the present invention is an
instrument which can easily be applied to a
guitar or a similar string instrament, so as to
shorten the strings more or less in order to
have the instrument tuned in another key.

This string-adjuster greatly facilitates the
playing of the guitar, and its application is a
very important innovation in learning to
play, for it is only necessary to practice the
three easiest touches, producing the E A D
accords, and the playeris immediately read v
to play all other accords on the guitar.  These
touches are played without the use of the
thumb of the left hand.

Theadjuster is so arranged that daring the
playing it can be displaced immediately on
the guitar, pressing down all the strings on
the instrument simultaneously and quickly,
so that the touches of the fingers produce
the accords in another key.

The improved string-adjuster is shown in
the accompanying drawing in a perspective
view, the different parts being marked by let-
ters, to which reference will be had in the fol-
lowing deseription.

A U-shaped metal frame k is provided with
two lateral jaws 2, from which two standards
a project upwardly, being adapted to receive
in suitable bearings a roller ¢, made of metal,
wood, or other suitable material, and being
covered with a soft substance, such as felt,
leather, cloth, &e.

From the lower partof the framel a SDOO0IL-
shaped lever b projects forward, and to the
left-hand-side jaw 7 a ring d is secured by a
riveted screw, which is cut open and. is of
steel or other metal of a resilient nature, S0

as to allow the thumb to be placed in and to
be securelyheld. The bearings carrying the
eylinder ¢ may be of any convenient con-
struction. One standard is simply provided
with a point entering a center mark in one
end of the eylinder ¢, while a similar center
mark at the other end is supported by the
point of a serew ¢, which is serewed into the
upper end of the standard «.

In order to use this adjuster on a guitar,
the serew e is unserewed and the eylinder ¢is
takenout. Then the U-shaped frameis placed
around the neck of the guitar, so that the le-
ver b points toward the body of the instru-
ment. Thereupon the cylinder is brought
back in its position by tightening the small
screw e, so that the center marks fand g are
supported in the respective pins of the place.
The cylinder ¢ will then touch all the strings
onthe keyboard. The playerinserts now the
thumb of his left hand into the ring d and
allows the lever 0 to rest in the palm of his
hand. Thisenableshim to displace the string-
adjustereasily along the keyboard,and by giv-
ing a pressure with his hand on the lever b
the eylinder ¢ is pressed down on the strings
at any desired position or upon any of the
frets, sothat the instrument is instantly tuned
according to another key. Itisthussufficient
to use only three fingers of the left hand to
play all accords on the guitar and to play
them all without the use of the thumb of the
left hand. The change of keys is extremely
easy, as the adjuster can be displaced in-
stantly during the play. All the difficult
touches necessary heretofore are no more nec-
essary and everybody will be able to learn to
play the guitar in a short time and withous
employing a teacher. _

The three easiest touches on the guitar are
the E A D accords, which are executed inthe
following manner: E accord: The E bass
string is left open, one finger is pressed down
on the first fret of the G string, producing G
sharp, and the B and E strings are left open.
A accord: Leave A string empty, place one
finger on the G string,second fret, producing
A,and another finger on the Bstring on second
fret, producing Csharp, the E string remain-
ingempty. D accord: Leave D string empty,
place one finger on the second fret of the G
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string, producing A, place the second finger
on the third fret of the B string, producing D,
and the third finger on the second fret of the
E string, producing I sharp.

In using the hand, as above indicated, for
the E accord and in shifting the adjuster it
becomes possible to sound all theaccords hav-
ing their keynote on the E bass string, and in
placing the fingers, as above indicated, for
the A accord all accords ean bhe played, by
shifting the adjuster, having theirkeynote on
the A string, and by using the position of the
fingers, as indicated by the D accord, all ac-
cords with their keynote on the D string can
be sounded by placing the eylinder ¢ always
upon the fret of the note, which indicates the
keynote of the accord to be played when by
pressure the strings are shortened.

Having thus described my invention, what

Iclaim as new, and desive to secure by Letiters
Patent, is—

A string-adjuster for guitars and similar
string instruments composed of a frame
adapted to partially surround the neck of the
instrument and carryingin bearings aroller,
rolling upon the strings and being provided
with a lever B, serving to opervate the ad-
juster and provided with a ring adapted to
receive the thumb of the player for shifting
the adjuster along the keyboard, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

RAIMUND SCITUSTER.

Witnesses:
ERNST BLECHSCHMIDT,
RicH. CURTH.
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