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Be it kn0Wn that I, IDUDI,EY J. MARSTON, 

of Salisbury, in the county of ESSex and State 
of MaSSachusettS, have imwented a neW and 

5 uSeful Impr0wement in Wood Flooring, which 
Will, in C0unnection. With the acc0mpanying 
draiWings, be hereinafter fully described, and 
Specifically defined in the appended claimS. 
This imwention haS for its object an improwe 

' tC ment in wood flooring; and it will, in connec 
tion With the accompanying draWings, be here 
imafter more particularly and fully described 
and claimed. 

In Said drawingS, P'igure 1 is a plan wieW 
I 5 Sh0Wing the method of arranging the constitu 

ent bars of W00d from Which I produce my 
flooring, p0rtionS there0f being br0ken aWay 
for Want of Space. Fig. 2 is an edge elevation 
of One of the flooring-StripS aS Cut from the · 

2O partSSh0Wn in Fig. 1, and sh0Wn as resting on 
the under flooring. F'ig. 8 is a plan wieW of 

" my flooring, the Same being Sh0Wn aS partly 
broken aWay. Fig. 4 is a wertical Section taken 
aS On line A. A, IF'ig. 8, and Sh0Wing my fl00r 

25 ing aS resting upon the under flooring. . 
? In Said F'ig. 1., (t (a represent StripS or barS of 
W00d Which are of a thickneSS, as meaSured 
transwerSely to lines 0, to give the desired area, 
When cut obliquely to Said lines, aS Will be 

3o described, and Whose width, measured verti 
cally, aS in f'ig. 1, is equal t0 the length 0f 
the Oblique faceS Cut On each strip, as Will be 
deScribed. These StripS are, for economizing 
Imaterial, arranged in a stair-Step position, aS 

35 ShOWIn in Fig.1, and, being all of equal length, 
Will be thuS Stair-Stepped at each end, but 
With Sides which are parallel, Sucla. Stair 
Step arrangement of bar'S dt, being So propor 
tioned or adjusted that lineS ¢, When cut coin 

4O cident With Said StepS, Will be at am angle of 
about thirty degreeS to lineS b." When Said 
StripS (t are S0 arranged, they are, by aid of 
Suitable clamping and compreSSing dewiceS 
and the application of glue at , the meeting 

4.5 faceS at b, S0iidly united together', and after 
being thoroughly dried the body iS SaWed into 
Strips, Subdivided onlineS ¢, aS Stated. In ITig. 
2 One of these StripS iS ShoWn in edge WieW, 
the lineS b being oblique to the upper and 

5O loWer plane of the Strip. After these StripS 

| are thus Sawed from the united body, and are 
duly Sm00thed, they are at their respective 
edgeS tongued and grOOwed, aS Sh0Wn in F'igs. - 
8, 4, and imay them, When Cut in Suitable 
lengthS, be glued t0gether, forming Squares, 
O]]'' may be laid the entire length of floors. 

It Will be obviouS that by employing light 
and dark W00dS alternately as StripS (t, as in 
dicated in B'igS. 1, 2, and then arranging the 
Same alternately. When aSSembled, as indicated 6o 
in Fig. 8, (Where lineSf indicate the inter'sec 
tion of lineS b c, F'ig. 1;) a c0ntrasting checked 
pattern may Without increaSed expense be pr0 duced. 

I am Well aWare that it is old, common, and 
Well known to arrange Wood in alternating 
col0IS 0r kinds, either in strips, Squares, or 
Other figureS, and hence I make no claim' 
theretO; my in wention consisting in a flooring 
unaterial of Wood Wherein the line of fiber is 
Oblique to the plane of the floor, and the mee?? 
ing faceS of the glued jointS of the assembled 
StripS are also oplique to the plame of the floor, 
aS ShOWn in Fig. 2, aS by Such arrangement 
of the parts the Wearing endurance of the 75 
WOOd iS much greater than if the direction of 
the fiber of the W00d Was coincident with the 
plane of the floor, and the strength of the 
glue jointS iS much greater thama could be 0b 
tained if the fiber of the Wood Was at right 
angleS to the plane of the floor, and besides 
each Square Or block of my flooring is held in 
place by the 0Werhang of the adjacent Square, 
and each iS Supported by the underlying por 
tion of the adjacent block upon the other side, 
thereby interlocking each block With thosé 
adjacent to it, as well aS affording a greater 
area, OI' extent Of gluejoint at lines b than if 
the Same Were wertical; and by hawing strips 
d of the proper Width they will, When tongued, 
aS Sh0Wn in F'igS. 8, 4, have a Width equal to 
the distance betWeen lineS b, When measured 
on lines 0, thuS rendering Squares h, equal 
Sided, aS, lineS 7 F'ig. 8, represent the in 
terSection of lineS b, While lines |¢ represent 
the joinf, at the edgeS of StripS d after the same 
are tOngued and grOOwed. 

I claim aS my imwention-- '' 
. 1. The herein-deScribed improwement in . 
W00d flo0ring, the Same consisting in Squares roo 
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or sheets of Wood So cut that the fiber there 
of is at an oblique angle relatively to the plane 
Of the flooI', Stubstantially aS Specified. 

2. Wood floO1'ing cOnStructed in Squares 
Or Sections, each One of which is upon one 
Side partly underlaid and Supported by the 
adjacent, Square Or Se(?tion, while upon the Op 
posite side it is overlaid and interlocked by ! 
the Square Or' Section adjacent upon that side, 
Substantially as Specified. 

? 3. The herein-described method of forming { 
fdOOring, the Same consisting in gluing tO 
gethe1' at the wide]' faces thereof StripS of ?? 
wood, then cutting the Same into StripS upon ! 
lines oblique to the line of Such glue joints, } 
whereby when Such latter strips are laid aS a { 
floor the direction. Ofthe line Offiber' and 0f th() { 
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glue.joints are oblique to the plane of the floor, 
Substantially aS Specified. 

4. The herein-described method of forming 2O 
flo0ring in alternating Squares of WoodS of 
different colors, the Same consisting im glu - 
ing together at the wider facés thereof stripS 
of wood of different colors, then cutting the 
Same into stripS upon lineS oblique to the line 25 
of Such glue joints, and them arranging Such 
StripS in the floor with contrasting - colored 
Squares opposite each other, Substantially as 
Specified. 

IDUDLEY J. MARSTON. 
WitneSSeS: ~ 

GEORGE H. BRIG GS, 
H'RANJK R. WHI['TCHIER. 

  


