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(87) Abstract: [Problem] To provide a method for producing a polarizing plate configured such that, when subjected to
a heat shock test in which a low-temperature (-40°C) condition and a high-temperature (85°C) condition are repeated, the
occurrence of cracking is suppressed and no iodine is lost in a region that includes end portions. [Solution] A method for
producing a polarizing plate, the method comprising: a first layering step for layering an optical film on at least one side
of a polarizer having a thickness of 15 um or less to produce a first layered body; and a humidifying step for leaving the
first layered body in a gas phase having a relative humidity of 75% RH or greater at a temperature of 35°C or greater.
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Document 1: JP 2009-98653 A (NITTO DENKO CORP.) 07 May 2009 (2009-05-07)
paragraphs [0094]1-[0096], examples 1-9 & US 2010/0202051 Al, paragraphs
[0110]-[0112], examples 1-9 & WO 2009/041383 Al & KR 10-2010-0071998 A & CN
101809472 A & TwW 200923446 A & JP 2011-100161 A

The claims are classified into the following two inventions.

(Invention 1) Claims 1-5

Document 1 (example 1) discloses a method for manufacturing a
polarizing plate, the method comprising: a step for producing a stretched
laminate that has a base material layer having a thickness of 39 um and a
polyvinyl alcohol coating film (corresponding to the “polarizer”), which has
a thickness of 2 um and 1is subjected to a dyeing treatment; a step
(corresponding to the “first laminating step”) for laminating, through an
acrylic adhesive layer, a polyester film (corresponding to the “optical film”
because there is a disclosure that the film is used for measuring optical
characteristics), which has a thickness of 38 um and is subjected to a
peeling treatment, on the surface of the polarizer layer of the stretched
laminate to obtain a polarizing plate; and a step (corresponding to the
“molding step” and the “humidifying treatment step”) for cutting out a sample
of 100 mm x 150 mm so that the long side of the polarizing plate is in the
stretching direction, and leaving the sample in a thermohygrostat bath having
a temperature of 40°C and a humidity of 92% RH for 24 hours.

Therefore, claims 1-2 lack novelty in light of document 1, and thus do
not have a special technical feature. However, claim 3, which is dependent on
claim 1, has the special technical feature in which “a deformed part is
formed on the first laminate in the molding step” on the premise of the
matters specified in claims 1-2. Accordingly, claims 1-3 are classified as
invention 1.

In addition, claims 4-5 are dependent on claim 1 and inventively
related to claim 1, and are thus classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claims 6-10

Claims 6-10 cannot be said to share an identical or corresponding
special technical feature with claim 3 classified as invention 1.

Moreover, «c¢laims 6-10 are not dependent on c¢laim 1, and are not
substantially identical or equivalent to any of the claims classified as
invention 1.

Accordingly, claims 6-10 cannot be classified as invention 1, and are
thus classified as invention 2.
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