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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY W. JORDAN, of 

New York, in the county of New York and 
State of New York, have invented certain new 
and usefullmprovementsin Hooks or Catches; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description of the inven 
tion, which will enable others skilled in the art 
to which it appertains to make and use the 
Same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, and to the letters of reference 
marked thereon, which form part of this speci 
fication. 
This invention relates to certain improve 

ments in hooks or catches. 
The object of the invention is to provide 

an improved hook or catch particularly adapt 
ed for hanging curtains, and which shall be 
exceedingly cheap, simple, and durable in 
construction and composed of a minimum 
number of parts, and which can be easily and 
quickly operated, and will greatly reduce 
the time and trouble heretofore expended in 
hanging curtains. These objects are accom 
plished by my invention, which consists in 
certain novel features of construction and in 
combinations of parts more fully described 
hereinafter, and particularly pointed out in 
the claims. 
Referring to the accmpanying drawings, Fig 

ure 1 is a view of a curtain-pole and a portion 
of a curtain suspended therefrom by the im 
proved hooks. Fig. 2 is a cross-section of the 
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pole and a portion of the curtain, showing the 
catch in end elevation. Fig. 3 is a perspec 
tive showing the two arms of the hook and 
the wire which binds them together separated. 
Fig. 4 is a cross-section of the end of the arm 
carrying the pins. w 
The hook is composed of the two correspond 

ing metal strips or members ab, which are suit 
ably fulcrumed or pivoted together within 
their lengths. Below the pivotal point the 
two sides or strips are correspondingly bulged 
or bent outwardly a suitable distance at c in 
opposite directions, forming the normally 
closed opening d", for the purpose hereinafter 
set forth, and the two clamping-jaws at their 
outer ends. The member a at its clamping 
end or jaw below the outward bulge c is pre 
ferably straight and flat and provided on its 
inner face with the sharp pins did, projecting 

toward the corresponding free end or jaw of 
the member b. These two sharp projections 
are formed from a single metal pin having its 
ends formed into needle-points, which pin is 
then bent into a substantially U shape, and 
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the two ends are inserted through two aper 
tures in the end of said member, so that the 
cross-piece of the U will be against the Outer 
face of said end between the perforations, 
and the pointed ends will project a distange 
from the inner face of said end, and the pin 
is held in this position by the extremity fof 
the said member, which is bent back upon 
itself and down upon the portion of the pin 
on the outer face of said end, thereby pre 
venting the pin from pushing back out of the 
perforations. The free end of the other mem 
ber b, below its outward bend or loop C, nor mally bears against the corresponding end of 
member a, but opposite the pins d of member 
a the free end of member b is provided with 
an outward bulgee, forming a recess to re 
ceive the points of said pins, the recess being 
of greater depth than the length of the pin 
points from the inner face of the end of mem 
ber a and of greater width than the pins, SO 
that the pins, if they do not pierce the fabric, 
will form a fold or crease therein and forge it 
into the bulgee, and thereby firmly hold it. 
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The two members are pivoted together - 
above the outward bends c c by means of a 
wire g twisted around said members, the 
edges of which are grooved, as shown, to re 
ceive the wire, so that it will lie below or 
flush with the edges of the members. The piv 
otal or fulcrum point of the members is thus 
formed. Above the fulcrum the members extend outwardly and upwardly in opposite 
directions a suitable distance, and are then 
doubled upon themselves and extend back 
and inwardly again toward the fulcrum-point 
and at a slight distance from the outwardly 
extending portions h, forming the Spring por 
tions i i", the end of spring i being doubled 
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upon itself to form the eyei, and the end of 
the spring i' being rounded to bear and slide 
on said eye. Thus when the handlesformed 
by the lengths h i i" are pressed together 
against the tension of the springs the op 
posite ends or jaws of the members are sepa-. 
rated and opened. 
When it is desired to use the present catch 
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in hanging curtains from poles, the handles 
are pressed together, thereby opening the 
jaws of the catch, which are then slipped 
Over the pole from the top, so that the pole 
will loosely rest in the recess d' formed by 
the bulges c c, and the catch can freely slide 
on said pole. The upper edge of the curtain 
is caught between the jaws of the catch and 
the pins pass through or press a fold of the 
curtain into the recess or bulgee, and there 
by firmly hold the same. The same catch 
thus holds the curtain and slides on the pole. 

If desirable, rings can be used on the pole 
and the present catches secured to them by 
means of the eyesi, as shown in Fig. 1, and 
the hem or upper edge of the curtain can ex 
tend up into the opening d". The manner of 
Securing the members together is cheap and 
strong and cannot be easily broken or in 
jured. . - 

This catch is by no means limited to use 
as a curtain-support, but is adapted for many 
Other purposes and uses-such as an attach 
ment for fans, parasols, umbrellas, &c.-and 
can be made of any size suitable for the pur 
pose to which it is to be applied. The catch 
can be attached by means of the eye?i. 
What I claim is 
1. A catch consisting of two integral mem 

bers fulcrumed together between their ends, 
having their ends on one side of the fulcrum 
formed into jaws and the portions between 
Said jaws and the fulcrum provided with cor 
responding opposite outward bends, one of 
Said jaws being provided with a recess and 
the other with pins to extend thereinto, the 
Opposite portions of the members extending 
outwardly to form lever-handles and doubled 
upon themselves and extended inwardly and 
meeting at their ends to form springs and hold 
Said jaws together, substantially as described. 

2. A catch consisting of two integral separ 
ate members united and fulcrumed together 
by a wire twisted around the same between 
their ends, the ends of said members forming 

clamping and gripping jaws on one side of 
the fulcrum and the opposite portions extend 
ing outwardly to form lever-handles and hav 
ing their ends bent back toward the fulcrum 
to form springs to hold the jaws together, the 
end of one spring forming an eye and the end 
of the other bearing thereon, substantially as 
described. 

3. The herein-described catch, consisting of 
two integral members fulcrumed together be 
tween their ends, the ends of the members on 
one side of the fulcrum forming. gripping 
jaws and the opposite corresponding portions 
of said members extending outwardly from 
the fulcrum in different directions to form 
lever-handles and having their ends doubled 
back and both extending toward the fulcrum, 
with their extremities bearing against each 
other to form springs and hold the jaws to 
gether, as set forth. 

4. A catch consisting of the two members 
fulcrumed together between their ends and 
each formed of a strip of metal, the members 
on one side being bent outwardly in opposite 
directions from the fulcrum, forming handles 
and provided with springs to hold them apart, 
and on the opposite side forming gripping 
jaws, one of said jaws having a U-shaped pin 
inserted therethrough from the outer side and 
at a distance from the extremity thereof, said 
extremity being doubled tightly back upon 
the outer face of the member and rear portion 
of said pin, the other member opposite said 
pins being bent or bulged outwardly, form 
ing a recess deeper than the length of the pins 
and wider than the same, as and for the pur 
pose set forth. 
In testimony that Iclaim the foregoing as my 

own I affix my signature in presence of two 
witnesses. 

HENRY W. JORDAN. 
Witnesses: 

LOUIS JORDAN, 
P. WIEHMEYER. 
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