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1 Claim.
1

This invention relates to a novel construction
of metal clothesline frame capable of being eco-
nomically manufactured, quickly and easily
erected and which will be durable and efficient
for its intended purpose and will effectively pre-
vent sagging of a plurality of clotheslines sup-
ported thereby.

More particularly, it is an object of the pres-
ent invention to provide a clothesline frame in-
cluding end sections having brace means for ef-
fectively maintaining the sections in upright po-
sition and to resist the pull thereon exerted by
the weight of elothing and other items suspended
by the clotheslines stretched between said sec-
tions. ’

Still another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a clothesline frame having means for indi-
vidually tightening and tensioning the plurality
of clotheslines supported thereby.

Various other objects and advantages of the
invention will hereinafter become more fully ap-
parent from the following description of the
drawings, illustrating a presently preferred em-
bodiment thereof, and wherein:

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of the clothes-
line frame shown in an erected position;

Figure 2 is an end elevational view thereof
looking from left to right of Figure 1;

" Pigure 3 is a fragmentary top plan view of one
end section of the clothesline frame shown in
Figure 2;

Pigure 4 is a transverse vertical sectional view
of the other section of the clothesline frame;

Figure 5 is an enlarged transverse sectional
view taken substantially along a plane as indi-
cated by the line 5—5 of Figure 2;

Figure 6 is a sectional view taken substantially
along a plane as indicated by the line 6—6 of
Figure 5, and

Figures 7 and 8 are vertical sectional views
taken substantially along planes as indicated by
the lines T—1 and 8—8, respectively, of Figure 1.

Referring more specifically to the drawings,
the novel clothesline frame in its entirety is
designated generally 10 and includes the end
sections 11 and 12.

Each of the end sections il and 12 includes a
pair of upright posts 13 each formed of angle
iron and to the lower end of each of which is
secured one leg of an angle member 14 the other
leg of which is disposed at a right angle to the
axis of its post i3 and with its underside flush
with the lower end of said post. Said first men-
tioned leg of the angle member 14 is preferably
secured to its post 13 as by welding, as indi-
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cated in Figure 7 at {5 and the other, last men-
tioned leg is apertured as seen atb {6 in Figure 7
to receive the threaded end of a bolt {7 which is
anchored in and projects from the upper end
of a foundation block (8, preferably formed of
cement and which is embedded in the ground 19
so that only a small portion of the upper end
thereof protrudes and the upper surface of the
block 18, which is substantially flat, provides a
supporting surface for the lower end of said post
i3 and for the last mentioned, horizontal portion
of the angle member (4. The bolt 1T is provided
with a cross-head 28 at its lower end which is
likewise embedded in the block 18 to effectively
secure it thereto and a nut 21 engages the upper,
threaded end of the bolt {7 above the horizontal
leg of the member 14 for clamping said leg to the
block 18 to thereby effectively secure the post 13
in an upright position. It will be readily appar-
ent that each of the posts 13 is thus fixedly sup-
ported and detachably connected to a foundation
block (8.

The two posts of each of the end sections {1
and {2 are connected at their upper ends by a
cross-bar 22 which is likewise formed of angle
iron and which includes a depending flange which
bears against corresponding flanges of the posts
13 and which is secured thereto, preferably by
nut and bolt fastenings 23, as best seen in Figure
8. The other flange of each cross-bar 22 is dis-
posed substantially in a horizontal plane and
rests on the upper ends of its posts and is pref-
erably wider than the aforementioned, depending
flange.

Each of the end sections !{ and {2 also include
a pair of diagonal braces 24 which are likewise
formed of angle iron and the ends of which are
cut preferably at approximately 45° angles, as
indicated at 25 so that the upper ends of said
braces 24 will abut against the inner side of the
depending flange of the cross-bar 22 and with
an upstanding flange of each brace 24 bearing
against the upper end of a flange of one of the
posts 13 and which last mentioned flange is dis-
posed perpendicular to the associated, depending
flange of the cross-bar 22. Said last mentioned
flange of each post (3 is detachably secured to the
upstanding flange of the adjacent brace 24 pref-
erably by a nut and holt fastening 26, as best seen
in Figure 8. The braces 24 extend inwardly and
downwardly from the upper ends of the posts (3
and are provided with plates 27 forming foot
members which are welded or ctherwise secured
at 28 to the lower, diagonally cut ends 25 of the
braces 24 and so that said foot members or plates
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21 will be disposed in substantially a horizontal
plane. Each of the foot members or plates 21
rests upon the upper surface of a foundation
member {8a, corresponding to the aforedescribed
foundation member (8 and which is likewise em-
bedded in the earth {9 and provided with a bolt
{Ta which projects from the upper end thereof
and through an opening 29 in the plate 27 and is
secured to said plate detachably by a nut 3!g
in the same manner that the angle members {4
are secured to the foundation members 18. As
best illustrated in Figure 4, the bolt 17 is an-
chored in its foundation member £8a by a cross-
head 20a, in the same manner that the bolt 17
is anchored in the foundation member 8. It
will thus be readily apparent that each of the
sections 1§ and {2 is supported on four foundation
members including two foundation members {8
and two foundation members 18a¢ and is detach-
ably connected thereto and that the downwardly
and inwardly extending braces 24 maintain said
posts 13 in upright position and resist any tend-
ency of the sections [t and 12 to yield toward one
another.

As best illustrated in Figures 4 and 8, the hori-
zontal, inwardly extending flange of the cross-
bar 22 of the frame section {2 is provided with
Jongitudinally spaced openings 38 for receiving
nut ‘and bolt fastenings 31 each of which ex-
tends through eyss 32 at the ends of a yoke mem-
ber -or loop 33 for detachably connecting a plu-
rality of the loops 33 to said cross-bar 22, Each
of the locps or yokes 33 is adapted to he secured
to an end of a clothesline 34.

The depending flange of the cross-bar 22 of the
frame section 11 is provided with spaced open-
ings for receiving nut and bolt fastenings 35 each
of which extends through a har 33 for detach-
ably connecting the bars 36 to the outer side of
said cross-bar 22 and in longitudinally spaced
relationship to one another. The cross-bars 35
extend upwardly and have their upper ends se-
cured as by soldering or welding, as seen at 37 to
corresponding ends of tube members 38 which rest
on the upper, horizontal flange of said last men-
tioned cross-bar 22 and which extend inwardly
thereof and toward the frame section #2. The
tubes 88 are preferably of rectangular cross sec-
tion both internally and externally thereof and
alien with the yokes or loops 33. As best seen
in Figure 5, a ‘bolf 39 extends longitudinally
through each tube 38 and has its shank end ex-
tending loosely through an opening 48 of the
plate 36, associated therewith, and each of said
bolts 33 -carries-an adjusting nut 4¢ which bhears
against the outer side of its associated plate 26.
The 'bolts 39 are each -provided at its opposite,
jnner end with a lecop or eye 42 to which is
adapted to be connected the opposite end of one of
the clotheslines 34 so that each of the clotheslinzs
will he supported by a yoke 32 and the bolt 38
which aligns therewith. Fach bolt 38 is pro-
vided with a washer 43 which is secured thereto
adjacent its eye or loop 42 and which is shaped
and sized to slidably fit-in its tube 28 to prevent
rotation of the bolt 39 therein. Accordingly, it
will be readily apparent that the nuts 4 can he
tightened for drawing-the bolts 39 from right to
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4
left of Figure 1 through the tubes 38 for ten-
sioning the clotheslines 34.

From the preceding description it will be read-
ily apparent that the frame 18 is formed entirely
of metal except for the cement foundation blocks
{8 and I8¢ and will effectively function for sup-
porting a plurality of clotheslines 34 stretched
therebetween and which may be periodically ten-
sioned to retain said clotheslines with the desired
degree of tautness. The weight of clothing or
other articles, not shown, suspended from the
clotheslines 24 will be prevented from bending
the sections 1! and {2 toward one another by the
diagonal braces 24 which extend downwardly and
inwardly from the upper portions of said frame
sections and which are supported on the blocks
18¢ against displacement.

Obviocusly, the number of posts !3 and braces
24 may be varied and the length of the cross-
bars 22 can likewise be varied for accommodat-
ing any desired number of clotheslines.

Various other modifications and changes are
likewise contemplated and may obviously be re-
sorted to, without departing from the spirit or
scope of the invention as hereinafter defined by
the appended claim.

I claim as my invention:

A clothesiine frame comprising corresponding
end sections each including at least two upright
supvortin~ rosts, g downwardly and inwardly ex-
tending diagonal brace connected to each sup-
porting wnost, a cross-har secured to the upper
ends of the supporting posts of each frame sec-
tion, means for anchoring the lower ends of the
supporting posts and braces relatively to a sup-
porting surface, the cross-bar of one of said frame
sections having means for detachably anchoring
a plurality of lengths of clothesline thereto, and
means carried by the cross-bar of the other
clothesline gection for detachahly and adjust-
ably connecting the opposite ends of the clothes
lines to szid last mentioned frame secticn, said
last mentioned means comprising tubular mem-
bers secured to said last mentioned frame sec-
tion, bolts extending slidably and non-rotatably
through szid tubular members and connected to
the lest mentioned ends of the clotheslines, and
adjusting nuts carried by said belts and bearing
against portions of the last mentioned frame
section for drawing the bolts away from the other
frame section for tensioning the clotheslines.

CARL A, LARSON.
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