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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM E.- DUNCAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Ma-
con,in the county of Bibband State of Georgia,
have invented new and useful Improvements
in Telegraph-Keys, of which-the following is
a specification. :

My inventionrelates to telegraph-keys; and
it has for its object to provide a simple and
inexpensive key adapted to enable an opera-
tor to do speedy and good work with but a
minimum amount of exertion and one in
which the key-lever is held against lateral
motion or play, thus insuring perfect aline-
ment of and contact betwegen the points of
platinum or other suitable material.

With the foregoing in mind the invention
will be fully understood from the following
description and claim, when taken in connec-

tion with the accompanying drawings, in’

which—
Figure 1 is ‘a longitudinal vertical section

~of a key constructeéd in accordance with my
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invention, and Fig. 2 is a perspective view of
the same. ‘

Similar letters of reference designate cor-
responding parts in both views of the draw-

“ings, referring to which—

A is the base of my improved telegraph-
key, which hasa contact-point a, of platinum
or other suitable material, connected to but

. insulated from it, and B is the key-lever, hav-
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ing the nsual button b at its free end and also
having a contact-point ¢, of platinum or other
suitable material, complementary to the point
a. Phe said base A and lever B are formed
of a single piece of spring metal, preferably

.-steel, and are joined by a bight d, so that the
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lever rests over and has a tendency to spring
upwardly or in a direction away from the
base. ‘

In addition to the elements mentioned. the
base A has an integral lip a’ on one edge.
This lip serves as-a stop to limit the outward
movement of a circuit-closer b’, preferably of

. brass, which is pivoted at ¢’ and is adapted
when thrown inwardly to contact with a metal
lip d', connected with the contact-point a.
Cis an arch or bridge which straddles the
lever B and is joined or connected at its ends |
in any suitable manner to the base . A. This
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arch or bridge has for its purpose to guide the
lever B and hold the same against lateral de-
flection or play incident to the vertical move-
ments thereof, this with a view of insuring
perfect alinement of and eontact between the
points o and ¢. It is provided, as shown,
with a serew-tapped aperture e, in which
bears a screw D, designed to enable the op-
erator to readily regulate the tension of the
spring of the lever.

It will be readily appreciated from the fore-
going that my improved key is a material
simplification of those extant and is so con-
structed as to enable an operator to do very
speedy and good work with but little effort.
This latter is due in large measure to the fact
that the lever Bis guided in its vertical move-
ments and perfect alinement and- contact of
the points ¢ ¢ is insured, and this without frie-
tion between the lever and its guide.

Having deseribed my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

The herein-deseribed telegraph-key con-
sisting essentially of the Lase A having the
integral, upwardly and inwardly turned lip
a’ on its edge, and the key-lever B; said base
and lever being formed of a single piece of
spring metal, with the lever disposed above
and movable vertically toward and from the
base, the arch or bridge C for guiding the le-
ver in its vertical movements, and holding

the same against lateral play; said arch or.

bridge being arranged transversely over the
lever, and having straight vertical sides
joined at their lower ends to the base, and
also having a screw-tapped aperture in its
top, a screw bearing in said aperture, and
arranged for the engagement of the screw,
contact-points on the base and lever,the metal
lip &’ connected to the point on the base, and
a circuit-closer pivotally connected .to the
base, and movable between the ‘integral lip
thereof and the metal lip d'. .

In testimony whereof I have hereunto seft

‘my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-

nesses.
WILLIAM E. DUNCAN.
Witnesses:
© WM. THOMPSON,
A. E. MARSH.
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