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This invention relates to swivelled iron cord
protector§ and more particularly to such devices
as are used on electrical appliances, such as flat
irons and the like, to safeguard the electric cord
extending therefrom.

Heretofore, the grommets provided on such
appliances have been permanently fixed in one
position and adapted to direct the cord away
from a righthanded person using the appliance;
however, a lefthanded person using the same
jron would be greatly inconvenienced due to the
fact that the iron cord would be directed to-
wards him and would likely become entangled
with the hand.

An object of the invention, therefore, is to
. provide for an electrical appliance, a grommet,
or cord protector which is adapted to accommo-
date either a lefthanded or righthanded person
using the appliance.

A further object of the invention is to provide
such a grommet which will prevent fraying of
the iron cord when subjected to bending and
pulling during the use of the appliance.

Turther objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be more clearly understood from the
following description and from the accompany-
ing drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is an elevational side view of a portion
of an electric iron with parts broken away show-

ing thereon a grommet embodying my invention. 1

Figure 2 is a sectional end view of my im-
proved grommet on line 2—2 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a sectiona] end view on line 3—3 of
Fig. 1 of my improved grommet detached from
the iron. ]

As shown in the drawing, the numeral 5 rep-
resents the rear portion of an electric flat iron
having attached thereto by suitable means, 2
handle 6 preferably consisting of two halves 17—8
fastened together by screws 8 as indicated in
Fig. 1. The handle 8 may be provided with a
rearwardly projecting portion {0 having therein
a chamber 11 which communicates with the in-
terior of the iron through a hole 12 in the top
of the said iron. The rear wall 13 of the cham-
ber contains an opening {4 therethrough, a sec-
tion of which is notched out as at {5 to form
abutments 16 and {7 in the said rear wall.

The grommet embodying our invention is pref-
erably constructed of rubber and may consist
of a body portion 18 having projecting there-
from a hollow tubular sleeve member 19 as shown
in Fig. 1. A centrally located stem 20 extends
from the face of the body portion I8 through
the opening 14 wherein it is swivelly retained
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by the flange 21 which abuts the marginal por-
tion of the wall {3 surrounding the opening
(4. A stop 22 is provided on the stem 20 and
is adapted to abut the sides 16 and 1T of the
notch 15 to limit the angle through which the
grommet may be turned, so as not to permit too
great a twist on the iron cord 23 which extends
from the terminals of the iron through the hole
{2 and into the chamber Il where it enters a
centrally located passage 24 extending through
the grommet as illustrated in Fig. 1.

Let it be assumed that the iron is being used by
a righthanded person. The grommet would then
be in a position such as that illustrated in Fig. 1,
wherein the iron cord is directed away from the
user. Should g lefthanded person desire to use
the iron, the grommet may readily be turned to
agsume a position at the opposite side of the iron
such as illustrated in dotted lines in Fig. 2. Thus
it can be seen that an electric iron provided
with my improved grommet may easily be ac-
commodated for convenient use by a right or
lefthanded person. -

It will be understood that the use of our im-

Y proved grommet is not necessarily limited to

electric iron handles, but that it may be em-
ployed on any other electrical appliance where
the use of a grommet is required.

We claim:

1. For an electric appliance, a grommet com~
prising g body having an axis about which it is
adapted to rotate, a stem projecting from said
body on said axis and adapted to extend through
and rotate within an opening in said appliance,
a sleeve portion extending outwardly from the
side of said body and having a passage therein
which communicates with the interior of said ap-
pliance through the said body and stem for con-
taining an electric cord attached to the appli-

7 ahce, means on said stem for retaining it within

the said opening, and stop means on the said
stem cooperating with stop means on the appli-
ance for relatively positioning the said sleeve por-
tion for either right or lefthand use of the ap-
pliance; the said sleeve portion being carried
through & substantially vertical arc upon rota-
tion of said body.

9. For an electrical appliance having a handle
and an electrical cord extending through an
opening in the rear of said handle, a grommet
comprising 2 body having an axis about which
it rotates, a stem projecting from said body on
caid axis and adapted to extend through said
opening and rotate therein, a sleeve projecting
outwardly and rearwardly from said body and
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containing a passage which communicates with
the interior of the appliance through the said
body for containing an electric cord attached to
the appliance, and so positioned as to turn
through a substantially vertical are upon rotation
of said body, stop means consisting of a projec-
tion on said stem adapted to abut the sides of a
notch in said opening for limiting the rotation
of the said body to position the said sleeve at
opposite sides of the said appliance, and means
for retaining the said stem within the said open-
ing.

3. For an electrical appliance having a handle
constructed of two halves and a cord passing
through a hollow portion between saig@ halves and
extending from an opening in a projection at the
rear of said handle, a grommet consisting of a
body having an axis about which it is adapted
to rotate, a stem projecting from said body on
sald axis and adapted to extend through said
opening: and rotate therein, a sleeve projecting
outwardly and rearwardly from said body at an
angle to the axis of the body and adapted to turn
through a substantially vertical arc upon rotation
of said body, the said sleeve having a passage
therein communicating with the interior of said
“appliance through the body and the hollow por-
tion in said handle for containing an electric
cord that is attached to the appliance, a flange
on the stem abutting the marginal portion of the
wall surrounding said opening for retaining the
stem within the opening provided in the said
projection at the rear of the said handle, and
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stop means consisting of a projection on the said .

stem located between the said flange and the 3%

4
body and adapted to abut the sides of a notch
provided in said opening for selectively position-
ing the said sleeve at either side of the appliance.

4. For an electrical appliance, a grommet com-

prising a body having a longitudinal axis about
which it is adapted to rotate, a stem projecting
from said body on said axis and adapted to ex-
tend through an opening in the said appliance
for rotation therein, a marginal wall surrounding
said opening and having a notch therein, means
on said stem engaging said wall for retaining the
said stem within the said opening, a flexible
sleeve portion extending outwardly and rear-
wardly from the body and intermediate at the
ends thereof; there being provided a passage
through said stem, body and sleeve portion for
containing an electrical cord attached to the in-
terior of the appliance, and stop means on said
stem adapted to abut the opposite sides of said
notch for selectively positioning the said stem
relatively to the said appliance.
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