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(54) Decorative button

(57)  Adecorative button (1) includes a base member
(10) and a cap member (14). The base member (10) in-
cludes a prong-accommodating portion (11) that re-
ceives a prong portion (21) of a fixing member (2). The
cap member (14) is disposed on the base member (10)
and forms an outer surface of the decorative button (1).

The base member (10) is provided with a cap-supporting
portion (13) which abuts to a middle portion of a rear
surface of the cap member (14) to support the cap mem-
ber (14), thereby preventing a deformation of the cap
member (14). A top portion (13’) of the cap-supporting
portion (13) is a plane to abut to the rear surface of the
cap member (14) along the curving of the rear surface.
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Description
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
1. FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a decorative
button. Specifically, the invention relates to a dome-
shaped decorative button.

2. DESCRIPTION OF RELATED ART

[0002] Dome-shaped decorative buttons are widely
used for decoration of garments, shoes and bags, espe-
cially for decoration of leather and denim products due
to an appearance of a head thereof like an embedded
pin or rivet of a dome-like arched shape when the button
is fixed to a fabric.

[0003] One example of the dome-shaped buttons is
disclosed in JP-U-48-97104. However, in a process for
fixing the button to the fabric or in use, the dome made
of ametal plate of the button might be deformed relatively
easily when a load is applied on a surface of the dome.
[0004] When the dome-shaped decorative button is a
solid die cast product, the button becomes relatively
heavy. Accordingly, especially when many buttons are
used, reduction in total weight of the product may be hin-
dered. Or a prong-accommodating portion for receiving
a prong portion (a prong) of a fixing member may need
to be provided after die cast molding by the way of curling
a lower end portion of the molded product or by another
way.

[0005] The presentinvention has been attained in light
of the above-described points. An object of the invention
is to provide a decorative button including a cap which
is not easily deformed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] A decorative button according to an aspect of
the invention is fixed to a fabric. The decorative button
includes: a base member; and a cap member undetach-
ably disposed on the base member, the cap member
forming an outer surface of the decorative button. The
base member abuts to a middle portion of a rear surface
of the cap member to support the cap member. The base
member includes a supporting portion which prevents a
deformation of the cap member.

[0007] Inthe decorative button according to the aspect
of the invention, the supporting portion of the base mem-
ber supports, from the rear side of the cap member, the
middle portion of the cap member projecting in a dome-
like shape. Accordingly, in attaching of the button to the
fabric or when the button is in use, the risk of deforming
the dome shape of the cap can be reduced even when
a load or an impact is applied on the cap.

[0008] In a decorative button of the invention, a fixing
member thereof which fixes the decorative button to a
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fabric may preferably include a prong portion to penetrate
the fabric. The base member may preferably include a
flange portion which forms a prong-accommodating por-
tion deforming and receiving the prong portion of the fix-
ing member. The cap member may preferably include a
lower end portion which holds the flange portion of the
base member. According to the aspect, the prong portion
of the fixing member penetrating the fabric is received in
the prong-accommodating portion of the base member
of the decorative button, thereby attaching the button to
the fabric and engaging the button and the fixing member
(see Fig. 3). For example, in another embodiment, a pro-
jection provided on the decorative button side along the
axial direction may penetrate the fabric to be held on the
fixing member side.

[0009] In a decorative button according the invention,
atop portion ofthe supporting portion of the base member
curves along the rear surface of the cap member to make
a plane-contact to the cap member. Specifically, the top
portion of the supporting portion of the base member is
adapted to make not a point-contact but a plane-contact
to the rear surface of the cap member. The contacting
surface of the supporting portion is not horizontal but
curved along the rear surface of the curving cap. Accord-
ingly, the cap-supporting capacity of the cap-supporting
portion can be enhanced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0010]

Fig. 1is a cross section showing a decorative button
and a fixing member vertically facing to each other
with a fabric therebetween;

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the decorative button;

Fig. 3 is a cross section showing the decorative but-
ton and the fixing member brought to each other from
the state shown in Fig. 1 into engagement in which
the decorative button and the fixing member are fixed
to the fabric;

Fig. 4 is a process illustration showing a state in
which a base member is about to be covered by a
cap member; and

Fig. 5 is another process illustration showing a state
in which the base member is covered by the cap
member.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBOD-
IMENT(S)

[0011] A preferred embodiment of a decorative button
according to the present invention will be described be-
low with reference to the attached drawings. Fig. 1 is a
cross section showing a decorative button 1 and a fixing
member (a cap prong) 2 vertically facing to each other
with a fabric 3 therebetween, the decorative button 1 and
the fixing member 2 to be fixed to the fabric 3. Fig. 2 is
a plan view of the decorative button 1. Fig. 3 is a cross
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section showing the decorative button 1 attached to the
fabric 3.

[0012] The decorative button 1 includes a base mem-
ber 10 and a dome-shaped cap member 14 disposed on
the base member 10, both members being made of
brass, stainless steel, aluminum or the like and formed
by drawing. The cap member 14 forms an outer surface
(a convex and spherical surface) of the doom shape of
the decorative button 1. The base member 10 includes
a ring-shaped flange portion 12 and a cap-supporting
portion 13. The flange portion 12 includes a prong-ac-
commodating portion 11 foraccommodating a prong por-
tion 21 of the fixing member 2 when the fixing member
2 is attached to the fabric as shown in Fig. 3. The cap-
supporting portion 13 is in the middle of the flange portion
12 i.e. on the inner periphery of the flange portion 12.
The cap-supporting portion 13 projects from the lowest
portion of the base member 10 toward the upper side
thereof to abut to a middle portion of a rear surface of
the cap member 14. In the embodiment, the diameter of
a bottom portion of the decorative button 1 is approxi-
mately 10 mm; the height thereof is approximately 4 mm;
and the outside diameter of a top portion 13’ of the cap-
supporting portion 13 is approximately 3 mm.

[0013] The diameter of the cap-supporting portion 13
of the decorative button 1 is set to be approximately con-
stant from a base end portion of the cap-supporting por-
tion 13 to the top portion 13’ as well as to be maximum
to the extent possible. The top portion 13’, which abuts
to an inner surface of the cap member 14, is not a point
buta plane. The plane is not horizontal but slightly curved
along the curving inner surface of the cap member 14.
Accordingly, the cap-supporting portion 13 provides en-
hanced cap-supporting capacity.

[0014] The fixing member 2 is a general cap prong.
The fixing member 2 includes: a prong 20 including the
prong portion 21; and a cap 22 to cover the prong 20.
Owing to the cap 22 on a rear side of the fabric and the
above-described dome-shaped cap member 14 on a
front side of the fabric, the front and rear surfaces of the
decorative button 1 do not give an untidy impression but
have good and neat appearances.

[0015] Figs.4and5eachare anillustration for explain-
ing a process of covering the base member 10 with the
cap member 14. Before attached to the base member
10, the cap member 14 has a cylindrical lower end portion
15 of the dome shape (the upper side in Figs. 4 and 5).
The cylindrical lower end portion 15 is plastic-deformed
by a pressing machine such that the lower end portion
15 holds the flange portion 12 of the base member 10.
Specifically, the pressing machine includes: a cap mem-
ber mount 40 on the lower side, which has a recess 41
in an upper surface, the recess 41 being fittable with the
dome shape of the cap member 14; a base member hold-
er 42 on the upper side, which can be vertically moved
by the base member holder 42 around the base member
holder 42 with a projection 43 which serves such that the
base member 10 is held by the cap-supporting portion
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13; and a cylindrical press die 44 having a bending die
portion 45 for bending the cylindrical lower end portion
15 of the cap portion 14.

[0016] When attaching the cap member 14 to the base
member 10, the cap member 14 is placed upside down
in the recess 41 of the cap member mount 40. The base
member 10 is held by the base member holder 42 that
is apart from the cap member mount 40 in the upward
direction with the cap-supporting portion 13 accommo-
dating the projection 43. The base member holder 42 is
then lowered such that the base member 10 is brought
in the cap member 14 and that the top portion 13’ of the
cap-supporting portion 13 reliably but gently abuts on the
rear surface of the cap member 14. While maintaining
the base member holder 42 in the state, the press die 44
is lowered (see Fig. 5). The cylindrical lower end portion
15 of the cap member 14 is bent by the bending die por-
tion 45 toward the inner side of the radial direction so as
to undetachably cover the flange portion 12 of the base
member 10.

[0017] Asdescribed above, the cap-supporting portion
13 supports the cap member 14 from the rear side of the
cap member 14. Therefore, even when the cap member
14 receives an impact or the like from the outer side, the
cap member 14 is not easily deformed by the impact.

Claims

1. Adecorative button (1) fixed to a fabric (3), compris-
ing:

a base member (10);

and a cap member (14) undetachably disposed
on the base member (10), the cap member (14)
forming an outer surface of the decorative button
(1), wherein

the base member (10) abuts to a middle portion
of a rear surface of the cap member (14) to sup-
port the cap member (14), and

the base member (10) includes a supporting por-
tion (13) which prevents a deformation of the
cap member (14).

2. The decorative button (1) according to claim 1,
wherein
the decorative button (1) is fixed to the fabric (3) by
a fixing member (2) having a prong portion (21) pen-
etrating the fabric (3),
the base member (10) includes a flange portion (12)
which forms a prong-accommodating portion (11)
deforming and receiving the prong portion (21) of the
fixing member (2), and
the cap member (14) includes a lower end portion
(15) which holds the flange portion (12) of the base
member (10).

3. The decorative button (1) according to claim 1 or 2,
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wherein a top portion (13’) of the supporting portion
(13) of the base member (10) curves along the rear
surface of the cap member (14) to make a plane-
contact to the cap member (14).

5
Amended claims in accordance with Rule 86(2) EPC.
1. A decorative button (1) fixed to a fabric (3), com-
prising: 10

a base member (10);

and a dome-shaped cap member (14) made of

a thin plate material, the cap member being un-
detachably disposed on the base member (10), 15
the cap member (14) forming an outer surface

of the decorative button (1), wherein

the base member (10) abuts to an area around

the centre of a rear surface of the cap member

(14) to support the cap member (14), and 20
includes a supporting portion (13) which pre-
vents a deformation of the cap member (14).

2. The decorative button (1) according to claim 1,
wherein 25
the decorative button (1) is fixed to the fabric (3) by

a fixing member (2) having a prong portion (21) pen-
etrating the fabric (3),

the base member (10) includes a flange portion (12)
which forms a prongaccommodating portion (11) de- 30
forming and receiving the prong portion (21) of the
fixing member (2), and

the cap member (14) includes a lower end portion

(15) which holds the flange portion (12) of the base
member (10). 35

3. The decorative button (1) according to claim 1 or
2,wherein atop portion (13’) of the supporting portion

(13) of the base member (10) curves along the rear
surface of the cap member (14) to make a plane- 40
contact to the cap member (14).

4. The decorative button (1) according to any one of
claims 1 to 3, wherein the cap member (14) is made
of metal. 45
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