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ABSTRACT: A capotasto for stringed instruments consisting 
of a pressure member and means for attaching the pressure 
member to the neck of an instrument in a manner that exerts 
dependably the proper amount of pressure upon its strings, 
comprising a band, a self-locking slide buckle engaged over 
one end of said band to precisely adjust its effective length and 
having means for pivotally attaching it to one end of the pres 
sure member, and tensioning means preferably in the form of 
a toggle lever interposed between the opposite end of said 
band and the pressure member, to tension the band after its ef 
fective length has been adjusted. Thus, upon actuation of the 
toggle lever, precisely the proper amount of pressure will be 
exerted by the pressure member of the capotasto upon the 
strings of the instrument irrespective of what the size or con 
formation of its neck may be. 
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ADJUSTABLE CAPOTASTo 
The present invention relates to the clamplike device . 

known as capos or capotastos which are applied to the necks 
of stringed instruments, especially guitars, mandolins and ban 
jos, to shorten the effective length of the strings. This makes it 
easier for players of limited experience to play higher keys 
since the same fingering may be used in the higher keys 
established by the capo as in the basic key. Moreover, the 
capotasto changes the timbre of a performance and thus its 
use provides a pleasing variety of different timbres. 
The difficulty with capotastos is that the instruments on 
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pressure member and after the length of the band has been ad 
justed in relaxed condition to a length somewhat less than 
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determined by the width, thickness and cross-sectional con 
tour of the neck of the instrument, it is then manually ex 
tended and the buckle with the band in properly tensioned 
position is snapped into place over an appropriately shaped 
element on the adjacentend of the pressure member. 
The pressure member 10 of the capotasto of my invention 

illustrated in FIG. 1 may be formed by a length of a channel of 
metal, wood or plastic material and of U-shape cross-sectional 
contour, only one of its two parallel flanges 12 being visible in 

which they are used, vary widely in size, especially in the size 
and shape of their necks. Not only have the different types of 
stringed instruments, such as guitars, mandolins, banjos, 
violins etc. necks of different sizes, and cross-sectional con 
tour, even the necks of instruments of the same type differ. 
widely. Yet for the capotasto to be effective and avoid un 
desirable vibrations of the strings during play, the pressure-ex 
erting member of the capotasto must engage the strings of the 
instrument with precisely the correct amount of pressure, and 
the bands or straps employed to hold the capos in position on 
the instruments must, therefore, be of the proper effective 
length permitting no undue looseness. In the past it has, there 
fore, been necessary to produce, market and store capotastos 
of many different sizes to accommodate different types of in 
struments and instruments of the same type but of different 
neck sizes and shapes. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a capotasto that 
may be adjusted to fit a wide variety of differently shaped and 
sized instrument necks. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an adjustable 
capo, that is of simple and inexpensive construction. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide an adjusta 
ble capo of the type referred to, that is easy to adjust and may 
easily be applied to stringed instruments of the most widely 
different neck sizes and shapes. 
These and other objects of the present invention will be ap 

parent from the following description of the accompanying 
drawings which illustrate certain preferred embodiments 
thereof and wherein 

FIG. 1 is a cross section through the neck of a stringed in 
strument showing a capotasto embodying my invention, as it is 
being applied to the instrument; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective of a component of the mechanism by 
means of which the capotasto shown in FIG. 1 is attached to 
the neck of the instrument; 

FIG. 3 is a view similar to FIG. 1, illustrating a slightly dif 
ferent embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIGS. 1 and 3, illustrating yet 
another embodiment of the invention; - 

FIG. 5 is a perspective similar to FIG. 2, illustrating a com 
ponent in the mechanism shown in FIG. 4. 

I have found that for a capotasto to operate properly on a 
stringed instrument, it is necessary that the length of its band 
or strap be first precisely adjusted before it is placed under the 
necessary tension which urges the pressure member against 
the strings on the neck of the instrument. This cannot be done 
satisfactorily by an incremental adjustment of the effective 
length of the band, such provided by a choice of eyelets in one 
end of the band and a prong secured to the other end. In ac 
cordance with the invention I engage a self-locking slide 
buckle over one end of the band and I provide the buckle with 
means for pivotally attaching it to one end of the pressure 
member, and after the length of the band has been properly 
adjusted with the aid of the buckle, operate means that 
produce sufficient tension for the pressure member to be 
urged with the right amount of pressure against the strings on 
the neck of the instrument. If the band is made of a nonyield 
ing material, this latter means takes preferably the form of a 
toggle provided between the other end of the band and the 
pressure member. If the band is of an elastic material, one end 
of the band may be permanently secured to one end of the 
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the cross-sectional showing of FIG. 1. Secured to the bottom 
surface of its floor 14 is a thin, elongated pad 16 of a resiliently 
yieldable material, such as natural or synthetic rubber. 
Rotatably supported from and between the flanges at one end 
of the channel 10 is the end 18 of a toggle lever 20. An aper 
ture 22 is provided in the floor 14 near the opposite end of the 
channel 10 that leaves a narrow crossbar 24 at the end of the 
floor. Suitably secured to the toggle lever 20 at an inter 
mediatic point 25 of its length a limited distance removed from 
its pivoted end 18 is one end of a band or strap 26 of a 
preferably nonelastic stretch-resisting material, such as a band 
woven from NYLON. The opposite end of the band 26 is 
threaded through the apertures or windows 28 and 30 of a 
self-locking slide buckle 32. As shown in FIG. 2, the buckle 32 
is formed by a frame of metal or plastic material which has a 
crossbeam 34 and is of slightly arched conformation. The 
frame and its crossbeam define the hereinbefore mentioned 
apertures 28 and 30, through which the band 26 is threaded. 
At one of its ends the frame of buckle 32 is provided with a lip 

35 

40 

45 

50 

36 that forms an open loop or hook on the concave side of the 
buckle frame. In assembling the capotasto of my invention, 
the concave side of the buckle frame is disposed to face the 
adjacent end of the pressure member 10 and the band is first 
threaded from the concave side of the frame through the 
upper aperture 28, i.e. the aperture nearest the lip 36, is then 
looped around the crossbar 34 and emerges through the lower 
aperture or window 30, its terminal portion 26' passing over 
the bottom edge 38 of the buckle frame below its main run 
26'. 
When the described capotasto of my invention is applied to 

the neck 40 of a stringed instrument, its pressure member 10 is 
placed transversely across the neck with its pad 16 contacting 
the strings 42 of the instrument. The slide buckle 32 is then 
operated in a conventional manner to adjust the length of the 
band to the neck of the instrument, i.e. to a length where the 
main run 26' of the band 26 follows closely the bottom con 
tour of the neck 40 when the hook 36 of the buckle is engaged 
over the pivot bar 24 formed in the floor 14 at the adjacent 
end of the pressure member. This can easily be accomplished 
by pulling the terminal portion 26' of the band with the 
buckle 32 held in a rotary position wherein its bottom edge 38 
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is removed from the main run 26' of the band 26. When ad 
justment of the effective length of the band has been accom 
plished, and the buckle 32 is released, it swings in a counter 
clockwise direction on pivot bar 24, as viewed in FIG. 1 and 
any pull on the main run 26 of the band causes the bottom 
edge 38 of the buckle to bite into its terminal run 26' and 
exert through said terminal run pressure against its main run 
26', thus locking the band in adjusted position. It is now an 
easy matter to establish the proper operating pressure for the 
capotasto. All the player has to do is to swing the toggle lever 
20 on its pivot 18 in counterclockwise direction as viewed in 
FIG. 1 until its free end touches the floor or bottom 14 of the 
channel 10; and there will be no uncertainties as to whether 
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the pressure is adequate or not; and if the band 26 should 
slacken in time, it is an easy matter to readjust its length in 
manner described above after the toggle lever 20 has been 
returned to its release position. 
The embodiment of the invention illustrated in FIG. 3 dif 

fers from the embodiment illustrated in FGS. 1 and 2 only in 
sofar as the buckle 42 is permanently attached to the pressure 
member 44 and the toggle lever 45 may be detached from said 



3. 
member. For this purpose the hook 46 at the upper end of the 
buckle is closed, or almost closed, into a loop around the pivot 
bar 48 formed by the floor 50 of the pressure member, and at . 
the opposite end of said member its side flanges. 52 are pro 
vided with transversely aligned recesses 54 adapted to receive 
and rotatably retain pivot beads 55 arranged at the end of the 
toggle lever 45 at opposite sides thereof. After the band 56 has 
been looped around the neck 58 of the stringed instrument, 
the pivot end 55 of toggle lever 45 is engaged into the recesses 
in the flanges 52 of channel 44, i.e. the beads 55 at the end of 
said lever are placed into the recesses 54. From now on the 
operations are the same as described in connection with the 
embodiment of the invention illustrated in FIG. 1, i.e. the 
buckle 42 on band 56 is manipulated and the terminal portion 
56' of the band is pulled until the band follows closely the 
bottom contour of the neck 58, without slack or looseness. 
Then, upon release of the buckle 42, the toggle lever 45 is 
operated in the manner previously described and the proper 
pressure is developed to render the pressure member 44 effec 
tive without permitting undue vibrations of any of the strings 
to occur during play. 
The embodiment of the invention illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 

5 is a simplification that requires the use of an elastic band or 
strap 60. The pressure member 62 is formed by a bar or rod 64 
of metal which carries a thick walled sleeve 65 of plastic 
material and of lesser axial length than the length of the rod 
64. Permanently secured to one of the projecting ends of the 
rod 64 is one end of the band 60, and engaged over the op 
posite end of the band in the manner described hereinbefore, 
is a buckle 66. However, the buckle 66 is of somewhat dif 
ferent construction than the buckles employed in the embodi 
ments of the invention illustrated in FIG. 1 and 3. An arm 68 
projects from its upper end instead of a hook or loop, and pro 
vided in the end of said arm is an opening 70 of such size that 
it fits loosely over the adjacently located projecting end 63 of 
the rod 64, i.e. the diameter of the opening 70 is significantly 
greater than the diameter of the rod 64. The frame of buckle 
65 is of arched conformation as are the frames of the buckles 
32 and 42 employed in the embodiments of the invention illus 
trated in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, and projecting from its upper end 
on its convex side is a lip 72 that serves a number of different 
purposes or functions, as will presently appear. When pressed 
upwardly, it acts as a lever arm that removes the lower edge 73 
of the buckle 66 from the terminal portion 60' of the band 60 
and the superposed main run 60' thereof and thus frees the 
band for adjustment of its length as effected by pulling at the . . 
terminal portion 60' thereof. In the embodiment of the inven 
tion which I am about to describe and where the necessary 
pressure of the member 62 against the strings 74 on the neck 
75 of the instrument is to be established by tensioning the 
elastic band 60 manually, the effective length of the band 
should be adjusted to a length somewhat shorter than in the 
case of the previously described embodiments of the invention 
which employ straps or bands of nonelastic material. When 
adjustment of the length of the band has been accomplished, 
the lip 72 serves as a handle by means of which the arm 68 on 
buckle 66 is lifted into a position wherein its aperture 70 is 
aligned with the adjacent end 63 of rod 64 against the tension 
resisting force of the main run 60' of the elastic band. Thereu 
pon the aperture 70 is slipped over said projecting end 63 of 
rod 64. Now when lip 72 is released by the operator, the force 
of the tensioned main run 60' of band 60 pulls the buckle 66 in 
counterclockwise direction as viewed in FIGS. 4 and 5 about 
the pivot established by the loose fit of the apertured arm 68 
over the adjacentend 63 of the rod 64 of pressure member 62, 
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and as a result the bottom edge 73 of the buckle 66 bites into 
the terminal portion 60' of the band 60 and its main run 60', 
and the band 60 is locked safely in its adjusted position while 
still sufficiently tensioned to cause the pressure member 62 to 

5 exert the proper amount of pressure upon the strings 74 on the 
neck 75 of the instrument. for the capotasto to operate 
satisfactorily. 
My invention makes it possible to apply a capotasto of stan 

dard size to a wide variety of differently sized and differently 
10 shaped necks of a wide variety of different types of stringed in 

struments, and to operate on any one of them under optimum 
conditions. The necessary adjustments are simple to perform. 
All of the capotastos of the invention as described hereinbe 
fore are of simple and inexpensive construction. and easy to 

15 manufacture by mass production methods; and in applying 
them to the neck of stringed instruments of whatever type, 
they present no danger of marring the lacquered surfaces of 
the necks of the instruments because of the interposition of 
both the terminal and the main portion of the bands between 

20 the locking edges of the buckles and the instrument neck. 
I claim: 
1. A capotasto comprising a pressure member, and means 

for attaching said member to the neck of a stringed instrument 
in a manner exerting pressure upon its strings including a 

25 band, a self-locking slide buckle engaged over said band for 
adjusting the effective length of said band, cooperating means 
on said slide buckle and one end of said member for pivotally 
connecting said buckle to said member, and means on the op 
posite end of said member for tensioning the adjusted band 

30 and holding said member under pressure in its proper position 
on the neck of the stringed instrument. 

2. A capotasto according to claim 1, wherein said tensioning 
means is a toggle lever pivotally secured to said opposite end 
of said member, and having one end of said band secured to an 

35 intermediate point of its length. 
3. A capotasto according to claim 1, wherein said tensioning 

means is a toggle lever having pivot means at one of its ends 
and one end of said band secured to an intermediate point of 
its length, and wherein said pressure member has a recess at its 

40 opposite end adapted to receive and retain said pivot means at 
the end of said toggle lever. 

4. A capotasto according to claim I, wherein said cooperat 
ing means on one end of said member is a pivot bar, and 
wherein said cooperating means on said slide buckle is a hook 

45 which may be engaged over said bar. 
5. A capotasto according to claim 4, wherein said buckle 

has a body of arched conformation disposed to face said pres 
sure member with its concave side. 

6. A capotasto comprising a pressure-exerting member, a 
50 band having one end secured to one end of said pressure 

member, a self-locking slide buckle engaged over said band 
near the opposite end thereof, and cooperating means on said 
buckle and the opposite end of said pressure member for 
pivotally connecting said buckle to said pressure member. 

7. A capotasto according to claim 6, wherein said band is of 
elastic material and wherein said buckle has a manipulating lip 
on the side removed from said pressure member for manually 
attaching said band in tensioned condition to said pressure 
member and for releasing said band from said buckle for ad 

60 justment. 
8. A capotasto according to claim 6, wherein said means for 

pivotally attaching said buckle to said pressure member is a 
rod projecting from said pressure member and an arm project 
ing from said buckle and having an aperture of greater diame 

65 ter than the diameter of said rod. 
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