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- To all whom it may J concern.:

Be it known that I, Frep M. TwHoMas, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at To-
peka, in the county of Shawnee and State
of Kansas, have invented new ‘uld useful
Improvements in Wire Stretchers, of which

. the following is a specification.
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This invention contemplates the provision
of a tool designed to be conveniently used as
a wire sfretcher and staple puller.

In carrying out the invention I contem-
plate the provision of a tool which is very
simple in construction and cheap to manu-
facture, and one designed to obtain an ei-
fective grip upon the wire to be stretched
and to hold the wire taut while a staple is
being driven into a fence post across Whlch
the wire has been stretched.

The nature and advantages of the inven-
tion will be better understood when the fol-
lowing detailed description is read in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings,
the invention residing in the construction,
combination and alranaement of parts as
claimed.

In the drawings forming part of this
application, like numerals of Teference in-
dicate similar parts in the several views, and
wherein :

Figure 1 is a view showmow how the tool is
used for stretching a strand of ‘wire across
the fence post.

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the tool.

Jc*wure 3 is a fragmentary view showing

how the tool can be used as a staple puller ‘

Figure 4 is a sectlonal view taken on line
44 of Figure 2.

The tool formmo the sub]ect matter of the
present invention comiprises a lever of sub-

stantially L-shaped formation, the body por-
tion of which is indicated at 10, while the
relatively short offset branch or portion is
indicated at 11.
reduced in thickness adjacent the upper end
thereof, and riveted or otherwise suitably se-
cured to one side of this reduced portion is
a small plate 12, the upper extremity 13 of
which is offset to provide a groove or chan-
nel for the reception of the wire strand 14
to be stretched by the tool. Pivoted upon
the branch 11 of the tool is a cam shaped
locking lever 15 the working portion of
which is provided with tee’ch 16, so that
when the lever 15 is moved to an actlve po-
sition the teeth 16 engage the wire strand
14 and effectively hold the wire fized within

ly attached to the tool.
is then arranged against the fence post Ay

This portion 11.1s slightly
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the groove above mentioned. Supported
by the portion 11 of the tool and projecting
at a right angle therefrom is a pointed lug

17 adapted to be slightly embedded in the

post A when the tool is in use as shown in

Figure 1. The opposite end of this lever 10

is offset as at 18, which offset portion tapers
to a point so it can be conveniently inserted
within a staple 19 when it is desired to ex-
tract a staple from a post or other object.
This use of the tool is clearly shown in Fig-
ure 3.

When it is desired to stretch a stmnd of

wire across a fence post or'the like, the said

strand is received within the groove above
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mentioned, and the lever 15 swung to the o

position shown in Figure 1, in Whlch posi--

tion the lever serves to hold the wire secure-
The pointed lug 17

and by pressing down on the lever 10, the

wire strand will be stretched and held taut_;

until it is secured to the fence post by means
of a staple in the ordinary well known man-
ner.

ping action of the lever. 15. -
While it is believed that from the fore-
gomcr description, the nature and advan-

Manifestly the greater the pull upon.
the strand 14, the more effective i the grip-
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tages of the invention will be readily appar- - »

ent, T desire to have it understood that T do
not limit myself to what is herein shown
and described, and that such changes may be
resorted to When desired as fall Wlthm the
scope of what is clalmed

What I claim is:
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A tool of the chamcter described comprls- .

ing a lever including a right angularly dis-
posed -end portion, said end portion being

recessed at one side and defining a shoulder,

a plate arranged in said recess to lie sub-
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stantially flush with the adjacent side of .

said end member, said plate reposing upon
said shoulder, means for securing the plate
to said end member, the outer end of said
plate being curved outwardly to define a

wire receiving groove with the adjacent side

of said end member, said end member pro-
jecting an appreciable distance bevond the

outer end of said plate, and a cam shaped

locking lever pivoted on the end member be-

yond said plate and adapted to be received

by said groove to clamp a wire therein.
In testnnony whereof I affix my mgnature
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