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To all whom it may concerns:

Be it known that I, CHARLEY O. JOENSON, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Sioux
City, in the county of Woodbury and State
of Towa, haveinvented certain new and useful
Improvements in Photographic-Background
Holders; and I do declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, and to the letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in holders for “photo-
graphic backgrounds and more especially to
that class in which the backgroundis carried
over rollers or thelike and having means for
changing the background at will, the device
as a whole being portable so as to be readily
moved about from one place to another,

The present invention has for its objects
among others to provide a simple and cheap
construction, which shall be durable, not lia-
ble to get out of order, and in which a great
variety of backgrounds can be carried and
any desired one of them quickly broughtinto
position. Iprovide a suitable frame-work or
support in which are mounted shafts earry-
ing sprocket wheels over which passsprocket
chains of peculiar construction, and inde-
pendent means are provided for revolving the
required rod as it is brought into the proper
position. :

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be hereinafter more fully deseribed
and the novel featuresthereof will be specifi-
cally defined by the appended claim.

The invention in this instance. resides in
the peculiar combinations and the construc-
tion, arrangement and adaptation of parts,
all as morefully hereinafter described; shown
in the drawingsand then particularly pointed
out in the claim.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, form a part
of this specification and in which—=

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my ims
proved background holder. Fig. 2is a ver-

tical section of the same. Tig. 8 is a detail
of the means for revolving the rollers when
desired.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
throughout the several views in which they
appear. ' .

Referring now to the details of the draw-
ings by letter, A designates two uprights pro-
vided with a suitable base A’ and connected
by cross pieces A?and suitably braced if nec-
essary as by the braces a. These uprights
may be of any desired material and of any
required height and they may be held at any
required distance apart to give the proper
width to the background. This is an imma-
terial element. The frame may be made as
ornamental as may be desired.

Bisashaft mounted in the uprights at the
proper distance from the lower ends thereof
and it has one end extended through an up-
right and formed info a crank handle B’ by
which the shaft may be revolved. Fast on
this shaft near each end is a sprocket wheel
C and on shafts D and D’ mounted at the up-
per ends of the uprights are the sprocket
wheels D? and D3, ’

E are chains the links of which are pivoted
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together and each link has upon its rear or -

inner face a hole ¢ to receive a tooth or pro-
jection of the sprocket wheels over which the
chaing pass.
the shafts inside the uprights,

F are rollers near the upper ends of the up-
rights and behind which the chainsare caused
to pass 8o as to hold the chains back so that
the rods below are not in the way of the one
o be revolved and the background thatis un-
rolled will not interfere with the others or
become entangled therewith. Each link has
a transverse socket or opening in which is
rotatably held the end of a rod G, there being
more or less thereof as may be desired, and
the ends of the rods held in the said sockets
in any suitable manner. These rods may be
of any desired size, or they may be hollow
rollers within which the background may be
wound; if rods are used the backgrounds will
be wound upon the same.. Each rod carries
a background. KEach roller has one end ex-
tended beyond thechain and this end receives
asuitablekey topreventdisplacementthereof,
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There is a chain at each end of
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- The end is preferably squared to receive a
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key on the end of a short axle or shaft which
will soon be described.

H is a short shaft or axle snitably mounted
in brackets at the upper end of one of the
uprights as shown and this shaft or axle is
designed to be moved endwisein its bearings
and at its inner end is formed with a polyg-
onal opening h to engage the correspond-
ingly shaped end of the rod. 'Thisshort shaft
also carries a pulley I over which passes a
belt J which passes over a pulley J’ suitably
journaled on the same upright near the lower
end thereof as shown in Fig. 1 and the axle
of which is extended and terminates in a
erank § by which the same may be turned
when desired.

L is a rod orleverhaving a portion engaged
between collars on the short shaft as seen
best in Fig. 3 for giving the necessary end-
wise movement to the short shaft.

M designates one of the backgrounds; it is
preferably provided upon its under side at
the edges with the vertically disposed strips
M’ as shown and are for the purpose of pre-
venting wrinkling of the background at the
center.

‘With the parts constructed and arranged
substantially asabove set forth the operation
is as follows:—The crank handle B’ is turned
until the rod carrying the required back-

ground is brought opposite the short shaft I
when the lever or rod L is moved so as to en-
gage its inner end withthe end of the rod and
then the crank 7 is turned to revolve the rod
and unroll the background. After the back-
ground has been used itis rolled up by a re-
verse movementof theerank handle and then
the rod or lever L is moved so as to disengage
the short shaft from the square end of the
roller when thechains may beturned in either
direction to bring the desired roller with its
background into position. When the short
shaft is engaged with the end of the roller the
chains cannot be moved.

Modifications in detail may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention or sacrificing any of its advantages.

What I claim as new is—

The combination with the uprights, the
shafts with their sprocket wheels, and the
chains and rods, of the endwise movable
shaft, meansforactuating thesameand means
for revolving said shaft and the rods, as set
forth.

Intestimony whereof I affix mysignaturein
presence of two witnesses.

CHARLEY O. JOHNSON.

Witnesses:
J. G. MAURER,
E. G. MCCLEMONT.
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