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(57) ABSTRACT 
A method of fabricating a coat, jacket, or other item 
of apparel in which an outer shell is provided with a 
lining involves application of a connecting strip or 
strips to the outer shell, and separate prefabrication of 
the outer shell and the lining. The method comprises 
the steps of carrying out the various operations of con 
struction of the shell of the coat on one production 
line, including the sewing of a fastening strip extend 
ing from the bottom edge of an armhole to the bottom 
edge of the shell on the inner face thereof, fabricating 
the lining on a separate and distinct production line, 
and then assembling the lining on the inner face of the 
shell by sewing its edges to edges of the shell and strip. 

The wearing apparel hereof comprises an outer shell 
with an inner surface, having a connecting or fastening 
strip affixed to its inner surface in such manner that 
the connecting strip has a free edge. The free edge of 
the connecting strip is employed in the connection of 
a prefabricated lining to the shell. 

2 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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METHOD FOR FABRICATION OF LINED 
WEARING APPAREL 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to the manufacture of lined 

fabric articles, particularly wearing apparel, and to a 
new and unique method and means of manufacture of 
such articles. 

2. Statement of the Prior Art 
At the present time the production of coats or jackets 

having linings covering a predetermined portion of the 
extent thereof is widespread. The method of fabricating 
or constructing such garments which is now followed in 
the industry, is to make the coat, with the lining assem 
bled therein, as a continuous operation. Thus, the shell 
of the garment must have the lining attached thereto at 
a particular stage in its manufacture, and subsequent 
operations are performed after the lining is so attached. 
All of the operations in this sequence of production are 
ordinarily carried out by the same operator. 
This now prevalent method cannot be conducted 

with a high degree of efficiency so far as the time of the 
operator is concerned inasmuch as the sequence re 
quires differentiation of operations. Moreover, maxi 
mized efficiency in fabrication is achieved by special 
ization of the skills of individual operators. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to the applying of lining 
to the shell of a coat and is concerned primarily with 
a new and novel method in which the shell and lining 
are fabricated independently of one another, after 
which the lining is attached to the shell by sewing the 
same to a specially provided attachment strip. This in 
cludes stitching of an inner edge of the lining to the 
strip, the strip extending from the lower edge of an 
armhole of the garment or other predetermined loca 
tion thereon, to the bottom edge of the shell. The strip, 
in such method, has been theretofore incorporated in 
the shell by a prior operation within the terms of this 
method. 
With the foregoing conditions in mind, the present 

invention comprehends the following objectives: (1) to 
provide a method of constructing a partially lined coat 
which may be carried out with a high degree of effi 
ciency in the time consumed in fabricating the coat by 
reducing the number of handling operations; (2) to 
provide a method of the type noted in which the shell 
and lining of the coat are fabricated separately, after 
which the lining is attached to the shell by a unique 
method and means; (3) to provide, in a method of the 
character aforesaid, the step of stitching a strip on the 
inner face of the shell as an operation in the production 
of the shell, and which strip extends from an armhole 
or other predetermined location, to another predeter 
mined location of the shell; and (4) to provide, in a 
method of the kind described, the step of assembling 
the lining on the shell in which an edge of the lining is 
sewed to the strip. 
The invention may be further summarized as contem 

plating the attachment of a strip of material in blind 
stitch fashion to the inner surface of the outer shell of 
a garment as a step in the manufacture of said garment 
outer shell, whereby the strip is subsequently utilized as 
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a means for incorporation in the garment of a sepa 
rately fashioned lining for the shell. 
The foregoing is achieved, in a particularized em 

bodiment of the invention, by constructing the garment 
shell of a coat, with the sleeves omitted, on one produc 
tion line, during the operations of which a pair of fabric 
strips are sewed to the inner face of the shell on lines 
extending from the lower edge of the armholes to the 
bottom edge of the shell. The lining comprises two sec 
tions which are fabricated on other and different pro 
duction lines. Each of these sections of lining are then 
assembled in the shell by sewing what is to become the 
inner edges thereof, after assembly, to the strips, with 
the remaining edges being sewed to the peripheral 
edges of the oppositely disposed areas of the shell to be 
lined. 
Other and further objects and advantages of the in 

vention will become apparent to those skilled in the art 
from a consideration of the following specification 
when read in conjunction with the annexed drawing. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THEDRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a disassembled elevational view illustrating 
a portion of the interior of a coat shell, a fastening strip 
to be attached thereto, and a section of lining; 
FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic depiction of the steps of the 

method of this invention; and 
FIG. 3 is a view of the inside of a garment such as a 

coat with one piece of lining fully assembled therein, 
and another section partially completed. 
DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring to the drawing in more detail, a portion of 
the outer shell of a coat is illustrated in FIG. 1 and des 
ignated generally by reference character 10. It is the 
inner face 10a of the shell 10 which appears in this fig 
ure. The shell 10 includes a central back panel 11a, a 
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portion of which is shown at 11, and front panels 12 
which are sewed at opposite sides to the back panel 11 
along seams 13. The front panels 12 have bottom edges 
defined by hems 14, sides or outer edges 15, and top 
edges 16. The shell portion 10 is formed with armholes 
17. This description of form and structure, insofar as it 
relates to the outer shell of the garment, is by way of 
designation of the environment of this invention, and is 
common to prior art coats as well. 
Unique to coats and the like constructed within the 

teachings of this invention is a fabric fastening strip 18, 
shown in FIG. 1 in an isolated condition. The strips 18 
are of a length, in this form of the invention, equal to 
the distance from the lower edge of one of the armholes 
17 to the bottom edge 14 of the garment. The position 
to be assumed by the strips 18 when sewn to the shell 
10 are indicated by broken lines 19 in FIG. 1. It will be 
observed that each of the strips 18 includes strip side 
edges 18a and 18b. 
One of the sections of lining to be attached to the 

shell 10 is also shown in an isolated state in FIG. 1, and 
designated by reference numeral 20 therein. The lining 
section 20 has an inner edge 21, a bottom edge 22, an 
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outer or side edge 23, and a top edge, a portion of 
which is defined by a curved edge 24, with the remain 
ing portion of the edge 24a corresponding in contour 
to the top 16 of the shell 10. 

Referring now to FIG. 2, block 25 represents the var 
ious fabricating steps performed in construction of a 



3,829,901 
3 

shell 10. At a convenient stage in these operations, one 
of the strips 18 is sewed to the inner face of the front 
panel 12 along the areas represented by each pair of 
lines 19. The strip 18 is sewn intermediate the side 
edges 18a and 18b along a line of stitching 18c so that 
the areas between the central stitching line and the side 
edges 18a and 18b are free and access thereto may be 
had for additional sewing operations. 
The block 26 represents that separate and indepen 

dent production of the lining sections 20 occurs. Such 
sections are of course, formed in opposite hand fashion 
for the two sides of the coat. 
As inferred in the annexed illustration of the inven 

tion, after the shell 10 and linings 20 have been sepa 
rately produced, as on production lines 25 and 26, the 
lining sections being assembled with the shell by sewing 
each lining 20 to the inner face of each front portion 
of the shell 10. This is accomplished through stitching 
of the edge 21 to the fastening strip 18 along one free 
edge of the strip and on one side of the central line of 
stitching 18c which attaches the strip to the shell. With 
the linings thus attached to the strips, the attachment 
of the bottom edges 22 to the bottom edges 14, the 
outer edges 23 to the outer edges 15, the curved edges 
24 to the corresponding portions of the armholes 17, 
and the respective top edges 24a together follows with 
out necessity for particular skills in alignment or stitch 
ing procedures. 
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Subsequent conventional operations such as the add 

ing of sleeves and a collar are then performed. 
We claim: 
1. A method of manufacturing a lined jacket or like 

article of apparel comprising the steps of constructing 
a jacket outer shell having arm holes, attaching to the 
interior of said shell during the construction thereof a 
pair of flexible material narrow strips which extend 
substantially from the bottoms of the shell arm holes to 
the lower edge of the shell by single lines of stitching 
which substantially bisect the strips longitudinally to 
thereby create longitudinal free edge portions on the 
strips on opposite sides of the lines of stitching, sepa 
rately constructing a jacket lining for subsequent appli 
cation to the interior of the shell including lining side 
sections, and then attaching the separately constructed 
lining to the shell by stitching interior edges of said lin 
ing side sections to corresponding free edge portions of 
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said strips by lines of stitching which extend substan 
tially for the full lengths of the strips on corresponding 
sides of said single lines of stitching which attach said 
strips to the shell. 

2. The method as defined by claim 1, wherein said 
narrow strips are fabric strips which are attached to the 
interior of the shell near to and spaced from shell side 
seams in substantially parallel relation thereto. 
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