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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WINCENT J. ANDREJ 

Ikov ITZ, a citizen of the United States of 
America, residing at Wallingford, in the 
county of New Haven and State of Con 
necticut, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Milk-Can Locks, of 
which the following is a specification, ref 
erence being had therein to the accompany 
ing drawing. 
This invention relates to milk can locks, 

and the objects of my invention are, first, 
to provide a novel lock that can be ad 
vantageously used in connection with milk 
cans and similar receptacles; second, to fur 
nish a milk can with a lock that will prevent 
the contents of the can from being tampered 
With during transportation; third, to pro 
vide a lock consisting of comparatively few 
parts easily maintained in an operatable con 
dition, and fourth, to provide a lock that 
is simple in construction, inexpensive to 
manufacture, and highly efficient for the 
purposes for which it is intended. 

attain the above objects by a mechanical 
construction that will be hereinafter spe 
cifically described and then claimed, and ref 
erence will now be had to the drawing, 
wherein:- 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the lock as 
applied to a milk can, Fig. 2 is a vertical 
sectional view of the lock, Fig. 3 is a front 
elevation of the lock with the casing thereof 
removed, Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a 
detached latch actuating member, Fig. 5 is a 
perspective view of a detached latch, Fig. 6 
is a horizontal sectional view of the lock as 
applied to a milk can, and Fig. 7 is an ele 
Vation in section illustrating the key. 
The reference numeral 1 denotes a portion 

of a milk can having a neck 2 and adapted 
to slide into this neck is the collar 3 of a lid 
4. The collar 3 is provided with a horizon 
tal slot 5, and secured to the inner side of 
said collar at the edges of the slot 5 is an 
oblong cover plate 6 which prevents the 
contents of the can from splashing or pass 
ing through the slot 5. The slot 5 and the 
cover plate 7 serve functionally as a keeper 
for a purpose that will presently appear. 

Secured to the outer side of the neck 2 is 
a curved lock casing conforming to the 
curvature of the neck, said casing compris 
ing a curved base plate 7 which is soldered or 
otherwise connected to the neck, and at 
tached to said curved base plate is a curved 

lock plate S and a housing 9, said lock plate 
and housing being retained in engagement 
with the base plate 7 by a plurality of tie 
rods or rivets 10. The lock plate S, base 
plate 7 and the neck 2 are provided with 
registering latch openings 11 to receive a 
latch 12 carried by a curved latch bar 13 
which is movably, mounted upon pins 14 
carried by the lock plate 8. The pins 14 
extend through openings 15 provided there 
for in the ends of the latch bar 13, and en 
circling said pins between the housing 9 
and the bar 13 are coiled compression springs 
16 adapted to normally retain the bar in 
engagement with the lock plate 8. The lock 
bar 13 intermediate its ends has its outer 
longitudinal edge cut-away and beveled as 
at 17 which is adapted to be engaged by the 
latch actuating member 19 so as to shift the 
bar 13 outwardly thereby moving the latch 
12 to inoperative position. The latch-ac 
tuating member 19 comprises a guide bar 21 
having projecting from one end a beveled 
tooth 1S which is termed an actuator and 
which is of greater width and breadth than 
the width and breadth of the guide bar 21. 
The actuating member 19 further includes a 
beveled lug 23 which projects at right angles 
from one side of the guide bar 21 and which 
is of less thickness than the said guide bal 
21 and the tooth 18. Secured to the lock 
plate S is a guide casing 22 in which is ar 
ranged the guide bar 21 and in Wardly of 
said casing 22 is positioned a ward 20, the 
latter being secured to the plate S. The 
tooth 18 rides against the Ward 20 and when 
in normal position abuts against the inner 
end of the guide casing 22, the latter also 
constituting a means for maintaining the 
actuating member 19 in position upon the 
plate. Carried by the lock plate 8 is a key 
post 24 which is positioned in proximity to 
the lug 23 so that the latter can be engaged 
by the bit 27 of the tubular shank 25 of a 
key 26 so that the actuating member 19 can 
be shifted inwardly thereby causing the 
tooth 18 to ride against the beveled portion 
of the lock bar 13 and shift the same out 
Wardly so as to move the latch to released 
position. a 

To lock the lid 4 in a closed position upon 
the can, it is necessary that the slot 5 of the 
collar 3 registers with the openings 11, and 
the slot 5 is made of a sufficient length where 
by these openings can be easily placed in 
communication. The end of the latch 12 is 
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beveled, whereby the collar of the lid can 
be easily pushed into the neck 2, causing 
the latch 12 to recede thereby increasing the 
tension of the springs 16 so that immediately 
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upon the openings 11 registering with the 
slots 5, the springs 16 will force the latch 
bar 13 into engagement with the lock plate 
8 and consequently the latch 12 into the 
slot 5. The milk can lid is thereby locked 
in a closed position and to release the same, 
it is only necessary that the key 26 be placed 
in the key opening 28 of the housing 9 and 
upon the post 24. By then turning the key, 
the bit 27 engages the lug 23 of the latch 
actuating member 19, elevating said member 
and causing the upper beveled end 18 there 
of to ride under the bar 13 at the cut away 
portions 17 thereof, forcing the bar out 
Wardly, removing the latch 12 from the slot 
5 and placing the springs 16 under tension. 
The key is held in engagement with the latch 
actuating member until the lid is removed 
and then by a rearward rotation of the key, 
the member 19 is released, the latch bar re 
stored to its normal position and the key 
can be removed. Should the key be placed 
in the lock and turned in the wrong direc 
tion, the lug 23 prevents a complete rotation 
of the Saline as the latch actuating member 
is held by the guide casing 22, thus indicat 
ing that the key must be rotated in the other 
direction. Should the bit 27 of the key en 
gage the lug 23 and immediately release it, 
as would occur if the key was turned too far, 
the latch actuating member immediately 
assumes its normal position. 

40 

It is thought that the operation and utility 
of the lock will be apparent without further 
description, and while in the drawing there 
is illustrated a preferred embodiment of the 
invention, it is to be understood that the 
structural elements thereof are susceptible 
to such changes as fall within the scope of 
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the appended claims. 
What I claim is:- 
1. In a lock, the combination with a 

keeper, of a base plate, a lock plate, a hous 
ing, means connecting said housing and lock 
plate to said base plate, a spring pressed 
latch bar movably supported relatively to 
said lock plate, a latch carried by said bar 
and adapted to extend through said lock 
plate and base plate into said keeper, a 
shiftable latch-actuating member including 
a beveled tooth adapted when the member is 
shifted in one direction to engage under said 
bar thereby forcing the latter outwardly to 
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remove said latch from said keeper, said 
actuating member further including a 
beveled lug, and a key adapted to be hserted 
in said housing and engage said lug to shift 
said member. 

2. In a lock, the combination with a 
keeper, of a base plate, a lock plate, a hous 
ing, means connecting said housing and lock 
plate to said base plate, a spring pressed 
latch bar movably supported relatively to 
said lock plate, a latch carried by said bar 
and adapted to extend through said lock 
plate and base plate into said keeper, a shift 
able latch-actuating member including a 
beveled tooth adapted when the member is 
shifted in one direction to engage under 
said bar thereby forcing the latter out 
Wardly to remove said latch from said 
keeper, said actuating member further in 
cluding a beveled lug, a key adapted to be 
inserted in said housing and engage said lug 

60 

65 

70 

75 

to shift said member, and means carried by 
said lock plate and adapted to guide said 
latch actuating member. 

3. A lock comprising a keeper, a spring 
pressed latch bar, a latch carried by said bar 
and normally engaging in said keeper, a 
shiftable latch actuating member, a guide 
casing therefor, a tooth carried by the latch 
actuating member and adapted to engage 
under said latch bar for shifting the latter 
outwardly thereby removing the latter from 
the keeper, a beveled lug projecting from 
said latch actuating member, and a key 
adapted to engage said lug for shifting said 
latch actuating member thereby moving the 
tooth to shift the latter. 

4. A lock comprising a keeper, a spring 
pressed latch bar, a latch carried by Said 
bar and normally engaging in said keeper, a 
shiftable latch actuating member, a guide 
casing therefor, a tooth carried by the latch 
actuating member and adapted to engage 
under said latch bar for shifting the latter 
outwardly thereby removing theiatter from 
the keeper, a beveled lug projecting from 
said latch actuating member, a key adapted 
to engage said lug for shifting said latch 
actuating member thereby moving the tooth 
to shift the latter bar, and a guiding means 
for the latch. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in the presence of two witnesses. 
WINCENT J. ANDREJKOWITZ. 

Witnesses: 
P. J. LEONARD, 
JAMES T. GANNON. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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