
(No Model.) 
H. P. GALLIGAN, 

FINGER BEAM ATTACHMENT FOR HARVESTERS. 
No. 460,724, Patented Oct. 6, 1891. 

rhetorias PETERs co., Photo-ltho. WASHINotaN, O. c. 

  



O 

25 

35 

40 

45 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
HU G. H. P. G ALLIG AN, O F W H E AT LAN D, CA LIF OR NIA. 

FINGER-BEAM ATTACHMENT FOR HARVESTERS. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 460,724, dated October 6, 1891. 
Application filed December 10, 1890, Serial No. 374,214. (No model.) 

To all whon, it naty concern: 
Be it known that I, HUGH. P. GALLIGAN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Wheat 
land, Yuba county, State of California, have 
invented an Improvement in Finger-Beam 
Attachments for Harvesters; and I hereby de 
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex 
act description of the same. 
My invention relates to the general class of 

harvesters, and especially to that sub-class 
known as “headers,” and in which a draper 
platform is located at the front of the ma 
chine, its forward side being formed and 
bounded by the finger-beam in which the re 
ciprocating sickle works. 
My invention consists in the novel attach 

ment to this finger-beam and draper-platform, 
which I shall hereinafter fully describe, and 
specifically point out in the claims. 
The object of this attachment is to enable 

the sickle to cut the entire length of the fin 
ger-beam. In the present machine this is not 
the case, as the last finger through which the 
sickle passes is not at the end of the finger 
beam by about a foot from it, and the cut 
ting of the sickle stops at this last finger. 
There is, therefore, a loss of a foot approxi 
mately at the end of the finger-beam, and 
the machine does not cut a swath as wide as 
its beam is long. In the ordinary machines 
the last finger is set back from the end of 
the beam for the reason that the draper-roller 
is mounted between the beam and back bar 
at that end, and the supporting-block of the 
Swath-board must be far enough inside of the 
line of this roller to allow the board to lie 
with its inner edge over the draper, so that 
the cut grain will fall upon said draper. 

Referring to the accompanying drawing 
for a more complete explanation of my inven 
tion, the figure represents in perspective a 
portion of a harvester with my improvement 
applied thereto. 
Ihave notherein attempted to show aheader 

in detail, but by the letter A designate suffi 
cient to illustrate the improvement. The 
draper-platform is formed between the back 

bar B and the finger-beam C, said finger-beam 
being of the ordinary construction and hav 
ing attached to it the guard-fingers D, in which 
the reciprocating sickle E works. 
F is the draper. Right at the end of the 

forward side of the finger-beam and beyond 
its last finger I bolt or otherwise secure the 
supporting - finger G, formed to serve the 
double purpose of receiving the sickle, as do 
the other fingers, and of supporting the for 
ward end of the swath-board II, the rear end 
of which is supported by a vertical standard 
I, rising from the back bar. This construc 
tion provides by means of the Supporting-fin 
ger, for the sickle to cut throughout the en 
tire length of the beam, as said finger acts in 
this respect as the other fingers. It also pro 
vides, as before stated, a support for the 
swath - board. Now it follows that as the 
swath-board is moved over to the end of the 
draper-platform in order to be supported by 
the finger it is necessary to carry the draper 
itself beyond the ordinary end of the plat 
form, so that it shall pass under the swath 
board and receive the grain therefrom. To 
do this I have the extension-brackets J, which 
are properly secured to the ends of the finger 
beam and back bar, and in these extension 
brackets are carried the boxes k, in which 
the draper-roller K is mounted. This entire 
construction therefore accomplishes the ob 
jectintended of making the sickle cutthrough 
out the entire length of the beam and still to 
have the parts arranged with relation to each 
other as before-that is to say, that the swath 
board shall be over the end of the draper. 
This construction also enables me to readily 
apply the attachment to any of the headers 
OW 1) US0. - 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In a harvester, extensions secured to the 
finger-beam and back bar and carrying the 
draper-roller, and a supporting-finger Secured 
at the end of the finger-beam in front of the 
extensions, said finger receiving the end of 
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finger-beam and back bar and carrying the the sickle, which operates through it, and also draper - roller, substantially as herein de Supporting the forward end of the swath 
board, substantially as herein described. scribed. 

2. In a harvester, the finger-beam, back In witness whereof I have here unto set my 
bar, draper-roller, and swath-board, in combi- hand. 
nation with the supporting-finger G at the IUGH. P. GALIIGAN. 
end of the finger-beam, receiving the sickle Witnesses: 
and supporting the swath-board, and the ex- C. C. KELSER. 
tension-brackets secured to the end of the F. W. POTTER, 
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