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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

EDWIN J. FLETCHER, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., AND CHARLES E. BULKLEY, OF 
sUMMIT, NEWJERSEY, ASSIGNORS TO THE PATENT CASE COMPANY, OF 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 

HOLDING - BLOCK FOR CASES OR BOXES. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 670,446, dated March 26, 1901. 
Application filed February 8, 1900, Serial No. 4,465. (No model.) 

To all uhon, it may concern: 
Be it known that we, EDWIN J. FLETCHER, 

residing in the city of New York, borough of 
Manhattan, in the county and State of New 

5 York, and CHARLES E. BULKLEY, residing at 
Summit, in the county of Union and State of 
New Jersey, citizens of the United States, 
have invented a certain new and useful Im 
provement in Holding-Blocks for Cases or 

Io Boxes, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
The invention relates to means for support 

ing and holding articles of silverware, cut 
lery, jewelry, and the like in the cases or 

I5 boxes in which such goods are displayed. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

block adapted to hold a variety of differently 
shaped articles of varying sizes, so mounted 
as to allow its position to be changed in con 

2O ditioning the case to receive the various ar 
ticles and permit the latter to be symmetric 
ally and attractively arranged. 
The ordinary block now generally used con 

sists of a pair of jaws, one fixed and the other 
25 hinged and actuated by a spring, and is ob 

jectionable for the reason that the angle 
formed by the jaw-opening increases as the 
opening widens, so that if proportioned to 
hold thin or narrow articles successfully 

3o wider articles are insecurely held. Another 
objectionable feature of this construction is 
the shifting of the center line of the jaw-open 
ing, due to the movement of one jaw alone. 
The center line travels away from the fixed 

35 jaw as the opening widens, and therefore 
while a small or narrow article may lie in the 
desired position in the case a wider article 
thus held will be carried farther from the 
fixed jaw and thus out of symmetrical rela 

4o tion to the case and to adjacent articles 
therein. 

In our improved block the parallelism or 
relative angular relation of the grasping 
faces of the jaws is maintained regardless of 

45 the distance of separation. The construction 
also provides a base of large area, by Which 
the block may be firmly secured in the case 
and the shifting of the center line of the jaw 
opening is avoided. 

The invention consists of a pair of jaWS So 
mounted and guided in ways with liberty to 
move toward and from each other, urged to 
gether by the force of a spring exerting an 
equal tension on both jaws. A center piece 
placed between the jaws holds them normally 55 
apart sufficiently to allow their easy separa 
tion, while allowing them to approach closely 
enough to grasp the smallest article for which 
they are adapted. The center piece also 
serves the important function of indicating 6o 
the central line of the jaw-opening. 
Additional ways receiving the ends of those 

in which the jaws move and arranged trans 
versely thereto allow the block and its jaws 
to be shifted as required in establishing the 65 
article in the exact position desired. 
The accompanying drawings form a part of 

this specification and show the invention as 
we have carried it out. 
Figure 1 is a longitudinal section through 7 o 

a case, showing one of the blocks in end eleva 
tion. Fig. 2 is a corresponding cross-section 
showing the block in side view. The remain 
ing figures are on a larger scale. Fig. 3 is a 
plan view of the block alone. Fig. 4 is a 75 
transverse section taken on the line 4 4 in 
Fig. 3, and Fig. 5 is a longitudiinal section 
taken on the line 55 in Fig. 3. Figs. 6, 7, 
and 8 show a modified form of the block. 
Fig. 6 is a plan view. Fig. 7 is a section 8o 
taken on the line 77 in Fig. 6. Fig. 8 is a 
corresponding end view. Fig. 9 is a plan 
view showing a further adaptation of the 
block, and Fig. 10 is a corresponding side ele 
Vation. 85 
Similar letters of reference indicate like 

parts in all the figures. 
Referring to Figs. 1 to 5, inclusive, A A are 

vertical jaws of light strong wood or other 
suitable material, each tapered toward the top 9o 
and having a dovetail groove a extending lon 
gitudinally of the otherwise plane lower face. 
The adjacent or grasping faces A' A' are pref 
erably plane and at right angles to the lower 
face, but may be grooved transversely or 95 
otherwise shaped to increase the grasp upon 
the article to be held. The base B is of suffi 
cient width to offer easy and strong attach 
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ment to the bottom M of a case M and is pro 
vided with central longitudinally-extending 
ways B B of dovetail section, matching to 
the grooves C. C. in the jaws and receiving the 
latter with liberty to shift thereon in the di 
rection of the ways. A helical spring C, fas 
tened to each jaw on the outer end or face A, 
extends beneath each and lies in the grooves 
C. and the groove b, formed in the upper face 
of the ways, as shown, and serves to draw the 
jaws together with sufficient force to hold the 
article inserted between them. DTD are celn 
ter pieces or blocks secured to the base be 
tween the jaws and serve to hold the latter 
normally separated to a distance equal to their 
width. The block thus constructed will serve 
in a variety of situations, as will be under 
stood. We have shown it in a case for hold 
ing an article of silverware. It is secured to 
the bottom M of the case M by cement ap 
plied to the extended face of the base B or by 
nailing, or both. The material for the bed M 
is then filled in and around the block and the 
covering Mapplied, concealing the block, but 
having sufficient fullness to allow the jaws to 
be manipulated beneath it in placing and re 
leasing the article to be held. The center 
pieces D may be of any desired width or may 
be omitted, if preferred, especially if the arti 
cle to be held be quite thin or narrow. One 
of the jaws may be stationary, if desired, in 
any case. 
The form shown in Figs. 6, 7, and 8 is de 

signed more especially for service close to the 
wall of the case. In this form the ways B 
B are rabbeted strips secured to the upper 
face of the base B’near the edges, as showri, 
and receive corresponding flanges on the jaws 
A' A', which in this form are not counter 
parts each of the other. The jaw A', lying 
next the wall M, is thinner, and its base A 
extends beneath a center piece D', reaching 
across from one strip B to the other and to 
ward and partly beneath the jaw A. The 
jaws are urged together by a spring C', simi 
lar to that above described and lying in a 
groove C', formed on the under faces of the 
jaws. Thus constructed the jaw A' has suffi 
cient base to insure easy travel in the ways, 
while free to move to a limited extent and oc 
cupying but little space. 

Figs. 9 and 10 show a universally-adjust 
able form, in which the jaws A A and their 
ways B B may be in all respects similar to 
the form first described, excepting that the 
ends of the base are grooved transversely, as 
at b'l', to match the rabbeted strips E" E" 
on a subbase E, and thus allow the whole 
block to be shifted bodily thereon to any de 
sired position, while the jaws. A may be sepa 
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rated, as before described, within the limits 
set by the strips E' at each end of the block. 

In all the forms it will be observed that the 
block occupies but little vertical height and 
has a relatively deep jaw-opening and that 
the line of the pull exerted by the spring is 
at a low level within the ways, thus allowing 
the jaws to travel easily and smoothly and 
avoiding the tendency to bind or jam in the 
Ways. 
Other modifications may be made in the 

forms and proportions within wide limits 
without departing from the principle of the 
invention or sacrificing its advantages. 
The rabbeted ways shown in Figs. 6, 7, and 

8 may be substituted for the dovetail ways 
shown in the earlier figures or other means 
for producing sliding engagement employed. 
We claim- - 

1. In a block of the character set forth, a 
base, parallel ways thereon, a pair of jaws 
received and guided in said ways with liberty 
to move toward and from each other while 
maintaining the parallelism of their adjacent 
faces, a spring attached to both jaws and 
serving to urge them together with an equal 
tension on each, and a center piece secured 
between said jaws and serving to limit their 
approach and determine the central line be 
tween them, all combined and arranged to 
serve with a case or box substantially as here 
in specified. 

2. The holding-block described consisting 
of a base, parallel ways thereon, a pair of 
jaws received and guided in said ways with 
liberty to move toward and from each other, 
and a spring attached to both jaws and serv 
ing to urge them together, in combination 
with each other and with a subbase and the 
parallel guiding-strips thereon in which said 
base is mounted with liberty to move in a di 
rection transverse to said ways, all substan 
tially as herein specified. 

3. In a block of the character described a 
base with ways and grooves slidable jaws 
With grooves, a helical Spring connecting said 
jaws, and disposed in said grooves, and a de 
vice between the jaws to limit their approach, 
and a flexible covering over said jaws with 
sufficient fullness to allow of the sliding of 
the jaws, as set forth. 

In testimony that we claim the invention 
above set forth we affix our signatures impres 
ence of two witnesses. 

EDWIN J. FETCHER. 
C. E. BULKLEY. 

Witnesses: 
EDWARD MCCARTHY, 
CHARLES R. SEARLE. 
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