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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
MALCOLM D. McFARLANE, OF ASPEN, COLORADO. 

IRRIGATING DEVICE. 

No. 898,984. 
Application filed June 25, 1907. Serial No. 380,680. . A 

T'o all uchom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, MALCoLM D. McFAIR 

LAN E, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at dÈRGIN in the county of Pitkin and Státe 

5 of Colorado, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Irrigating Devices; 
and I do declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such 
as will enable others skilled in the art to 

10 which it appertains to make and use the 
same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, and to the letters and figures 
of referenc? marked thereon, which form a 
part of this specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

devices adapted to be placed in irrigating 
laterials for the purpose of causing the water 
to overflow the ground adjacent the lateral. 
The object of my improvement is to pro 

20 vidle a device of economical construction 
whicli shall efficiently perform the aforesaid 
function; and to this end my improvement 
consists of a frame composed of two hinged 
members which when open to their limit, of 

25 novelent GR positions Pºpila or approximately a perpendicular to each 
other. . To one of these members is secured 
a canvas apron having a flap at its lower ex 
trennity adapted to lie upon the bottom of 

30 the lateral, and lateral wings connected with 
the sides of the apron-carrying member, the 
said wings being free to swing whereby when 
the device is placed in the lateral, these wings 
may re?t against the sides of the lateral. 35 Each wing is provided with a stiffeming de 
vice preferably composed of a wooden slat. 
Thes? slats give the wings sufficientrigidity 
to prevent their folding down against the 
body of the apron. The object of the wings 

40 is to provide the apron with means to pre 
vent the water from running around the de 
vice at the sides. It often happens that the 
sides of thèlateral are not perpendicular, but 
more or less, inclined. * The wings of the 

45 apron just, deseribed, are adapted to engage 
the sides of the lateral, regardless of the exact 
shape of its walls. The stiffening slats hold 
the wings in operative position, while the 

Ni canvas portion of the apron nevertheless ex 
50, ters beyond the wings, thereby, providing 

à Ai?lexible feature a adapted to lie closely 
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their irregular contour. The body of the 
apron is secured to the apron-carrying mem-. . 
ber in any suitable manner, and serves to 
dam up the water of the lateral whereby it is 
is caused to over?low the adjacent ground to 
be irrigated as heretofore explained. 

I Having brie?ly outlined my improved dle 
vice, I will proceed to describe R same in 
detail reference being made to the accom 
panying drawing in which is illustrated an 
embodiment thereof. 

In this drawing, Figure 1, is a perspective 
view showing my improved device open or 
in position for use. Fig. 2 is a section of the 
device shown in side view, the same being 
shown inserted in the lateral or in position 
for use. 
The same reference characters indicate the 

same parts in botla views. 
ILet the numerals 5 andl 6 designate tlhe two 

members of my improved device, the said 
members being connected by hinges 7 where 
by they may be opened to the operative po 
sition as shown in the drawing, of folded into 
small compass when not in use or for con 
veniemce of transportation. The member 5 
is provided with a shoulder or offset S which 
is engaged by the extremity 9 of the member 
6. The franne work of these two members 
may be of any suitable construction. As 
shown in the drawing the member 5 consists 
of two parallel side bars 10 connected by 
cross pieces 12; while the member 6 consists 
of two parallel members 13 connected by 
cross pieces 14. To the cross pieces 12 are 
secured in any suitable manner, a canvas 
covering 15. As shown in the drawing this 
canvas covering is secured to the cross pieces 
by means of fastening devices 16. The can 
vas. is preferably formed double whereby a 
heavy apron is formed. The body part 15 of 
tlhe apron is provided at its lower extremity 
with a loose flap 17. It is also provided at 
its opposite side edges with members 18 ex 
tending bèyond the frame 5 and carrying re 
inforcing slats 19 preferably inserted be 
tween the two canvas layers. The members 
1S are. movable since their canvas connection 
with the body 15 at the opposite sides of 
the apron, constitutes hinges, forming in ef 
fect hinged wings adapted to swing freely. 

against the walls of the lateral regardless of l back and forth, into éngagement with the 
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side walls of the lateral, regardless of the ex 
act contour of the same. These wings 18 
have longitudinal canyas extensions 18“, 
which project beyond the stiffening or rein 
forcing slats 19. , 
When the device is in use it is opened to 

the position, slhown in the drawing, or in such 
a manner that the two frame members. oc 
cupy positions at right angles or Ritº, mately at right angles or perpendicular to 
each other. The device R placed in the 
lateral 20, so that the free or lower ends of 
the frame members, rest upon the bottom of 
the lateral, and witli, the apron portion occu 
pying the up-stream position or opposed to 
the current or flow of the water in the lateral. 

20 

The flap 17 naturally hugs the bottom of the 
lateral, whereby the water is prevented from 
passing undlerneath the device; while the 
wings 1S, fall outwardly against the walls or 
banks of the lateral. Then when the water 
is turned on, these devices, dam up the water 
in the lateral and cause it to overflow 
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the. adjacent territory “ as heretofore ex- ,,- - 
plained. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim is: , L 
In an irrigating device of the class de 

scribed, the combination of two frame mem 
bers hinged together and adapted to occupy 
positions at a suitable angle toº each other 
when both are at their limit, 9f moyement, a 
cover of ?lexible material with wºlnicelhomèof ******* 
the members is provided, the said material 
extending downwardly beyond the frame 
member and outwardlv at the sides thereof . 
forming wings, and stiffening or reinforcing 
siats with which the said wings are equipped, 
substantially as described. . . - - 

* In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

MLALCOILÀÍ D. McFARLANIE. 
Witnesses: 

D. E. ABBOTT, 
P. H. O'KANE. 
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