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The term artemin as used in present claims 1-25 relates to two completely
different compounds, i.e. 1)

RN 22149-38-8 = Naphtho‘l,2-b!furan-2(3H)-one,

decahydro-6,9a-dihydroxy-3,5a-dimethy1-9-methylene-,
(3S,3a$,5aS,6R,9aR,9bS) = Eudesm-4(14)-en-12-0ic acid, 1,5,6-trihydroxy-,
.gamma.-lactone (8CI) = Naphtho‘l,2-b!furan-2(3H)-one,
decahydro-6,9a-dihydroxy-3,5a-dimethy1-9-methylene-,
‘35-(3.alpha.,3a.alpha.,ba.beta.,6.beta.,9a.alpha.,9.beta.)! and 2) the
neutrophic factor artemin also known as enovin or neublastin.
Support within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure within the
meaning of Article 5 PCT is to be found, however, only for the neutrophic
factor. Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of
the claims which appear to be supported and disclosed, namely those parts
relating to the compounds relating to the neutrophic factor as disclosed
in SeqID 1, 3 and 5.

Claims 1-24 relate to an extremely large number of i11 defined possible
pathologic conditions/diseases, i.e. e.g. treating damage to neurons in a
mammal...., neuropathy, neurodegenerative disease. In fact, the claims
contain so many options that a lack of clarity (and/or conciseness)
within the meaning of Article 6 PCT arises to such an extent as to render
a meaningful search of the claims impossible. Consequently, the search
has been carried out for those parts of the application which do appear
to be clear (and/or concise), namely the specific diseases/pathologic
conditions mentioned on page 16, line 12-15 (starting from "such as") as
well as Tine 25-27 (starting from "for example").

Present claims 1-24 relate to compounds defined by reference to a
desirable characteristic or property, namely being artemin agonists. Thus
in addition to the already mentioned unclarities concerning the nature of
artemin, the claims cover all compounds having this characteristic or
property, whereas the application provides support within the meaning of
Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT for
only a very Timited number of such compounds. In the present case, the
claims so lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a
meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible.
Independent of the above reasoning, the claims also lack clarity (Article
6 PCT). An attempt is made to define the compounds by reference to a
result to be achieved. Again, this lack of clarity in the present case is
such as to render a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed
scope impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for those
parts of the claims which appear to be clear, supported and disclosed,
namely those parts relating to SeqID 1, 3 and 5.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
1s advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
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Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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