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(57) Abstract: A computer-controlled, automated checkout store outlet comprises at least one bay. A normally locked door is associ-
ated with each bay, and provides access to items within the bay by customers approved by a computer of the automated store outlet.
At least one tray is disposed within at least one bay, and adapted to hold items to be stocked by the bay. A sensor system is con -
figured to detect the removal of an item from the bay and identify the removed item, such as when a customer is removing the item
for purchase.
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Box No. 1I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. I:I Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. l__-] Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet.

1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

K‘ No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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CONTINUED FROM BOX NO. lil:

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees need to be paid.

Group |, claims 1-43 are drawn to a method comprising an electronic shopping cart.
Group Il, claims 44-79 are drawn to an automated store outlet comprising at least one tray.

The inventions listed in Groups I-1l do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1, because under PCT Rule
13.2 they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the foliowing reasons:

The special technical features of Group |, a method comprising adding removed items to an electronic shopping cart for a

customer displayed on a computer-controlled display unit of an automated store outlet, and closing the purchase transaction of the
customer by charging the customer for the items in the customer's electronic shopping cart when the customer closes the transaction or
after a predetermined period of inactivity by the customer, are not present in Group I(; and, the special technical features of Group Il, an
automated store outlet comprising at least one tray disposed within at least one bay, and having a plurality of compartments adapted to
hold items, are not present in Group 1.

Groups | and |l share the technical features of a method for granting access to and tracking purchases from a computer-controlled,
automated store outlet, comprising the steps of: providing a computer-controlled, automated store outlet having a plurality of bays, each
bay containing items removable from the bay for purchase and a normally locked door, a customer inputting customer identification into
a door access unit associated with a bay of the automated store outlet, unlocking the door of the bay associated with the door access
unit after verifying the customer identification so as to provide access to the bay by the customer, detecting the identity of each item
removed from the bay by the customer, and automatically locking each bay door once the bay door is closed.

However, these shared technical features do not represent a contribution over the prior art. Specifically, US 2013/0332271 A1 to Hay
teaches of a method for granting access to and tracking purchases from a computer-controlled, automated store outlet (automated
checkout store outlet (ASO) 10, Fig. 1; Para. [0047] regarding to gain access; Para. [0056] regarding detect removal...the LCS creates,
saves and maintains activity reports), comprising the steps of: providing a computer-controlied, automated store outlet (automated
checkout store outlet (ASO) 10, Fig. 1) having a plurality of bays (bays 22, Fig. 2), each bay containing items removable from the bay for
purchase (Para. [0046] regarding bays 22 which contain items which are removable from the bay 22 for purchase) and a normally locked
door (Para. [0046] regarding normally locked door 24), a customer inputting customer identification into a door access unit associated
with a bay of the automated store outlet (Para. [0047] regarding scanner or data input device 26...used by the customer in order to
unlock the door 24), unlocking the door of the bay associated with the door access unit after verifying the customer identification so as to
provide access to the bay by the customer (Para. [0047] regarding the customer may enter a code, provide a fingerprint at the scanner
26...to gain access to each bay 22 through the locked door 24), detecting the identity of each item removed from the bay by the
customer (Para. [0049] regarding the ASO is able to detect the removal of every item from each bay 22), and automatically locking each
bay door once the bay door is closed (Para. [0046] regarding each bay 22 includes a normally locked door 24...all doors 24 are
self-closing...which close automatically; see also claim 1).

Since none of the special technical features of the Groups I-ll inventions are found in more than one of the inventions, unity is lacking.
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