
May 7, 1946. E. J. ACHANCE 

ELECTRIC PLUG CLAMP 

Filed June 4, 1943 

2,399,644 

2. Sheets-Sheet 

Inventor 

22esz -/ Zazzazzoel 
/ 9 O 

  

  

  



May 7, 1946. E. J. LACHANCE 2,399,644 
ELECTRIC PLUG CLAMP 

Filed June 4, 1943 2 Sheets-Sheet 2 

Intentor 

2, 7-zzesz -7. Zazezazee 

  



Patented May 7, 1946 2,399,644 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,399,644 

ELECTRIC PUG CLAMP 

Ernest J. Lachance, Leominster, Mass. 
Application June 4, 1943, Serial No. 489,672 

2 Claims, 
The present invention relates to new and use 

ful improvements in clamps for electric plugs of 
the prong type and has for its primary object 
to provide, in a manner as hereinafter Set forth, 
novel means for preventing plugs of this char 
acter from being accidentally or unintentially 
pulled out of an electric receptacle or loosened 
therein. 
Another very important object of the invention 

is to provide a clamp or holder of the aforemen 
tioned character which is mounted on the wall 
or cover-plate of the electric receptacle where it 
is ready for use at all times. 

Still another very important object of the in 
vention is to provide a clamp or holder of the 
character described comprising a novel construc 
tion and arrangement whereby the device may 
be expeditiously engaged with the plug or disen 
gaged therefrom. 
Other objects of the invention are to provide 

an electric plug clamp Or holder of the character 
set forth which will be comparatively simple in 
construction, strong, durable, highly efficient and 
reliable in use, and which may be manufactured 
at low cost. 

All of the foregoing and still further objects 
and advantages of the invention will become ap 
parent from a study of the following Specifica 
tion, taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings wherein like characters of reference 
designate corresponding parts throughout the 
Several views, and wherein: 

Figure 1 is a view in front elevation, showing 
an embodiment of the device in use. 

Figure 2 is a plan view thereof. 
Figure 3 is a view in horizontal section, taken 

substantially on the line 3-3 of Figure 1. 
Figure 4 is a vertical Sectional view, taken sub 

stantially on the line 4-4 of Figure 1. 
Figure 5 is a detail view in perspective of one 

of the slidable jaws. 
Figure 6 is a detail view in elevation of one 

of the jaw supporting ScreWS. 
Referring now to the drawings in detail, it will 

be seen that reference numeral designates a 
suitable wall or cover plate for a conventional 
electrical receptacle 2. Extending through the 
plate , adjacent diametrically opposite sides of 
the receptacle 2, are screws 3 the shanks of which 
comprise flattened opposite side portions 4. 
Jaws 5 in the form of elongated plates of Suit 

able material are slidably mounted on the screws 
3. The jaws 5 have formed longitudinally therein 
slots 6 which are just wide enough to accommo 
date the portions of the screws 3 which comprise 

(C. 173-330) 
the flattened side portions 4. Thus, the jaws 5 
are Secured against rotation on the screws 3. 
Spacers 7 are provided on the screws 3 between 
the jaws 5 and the plate f. The inner end por 

5 tions of the jaws 5 are engageable with the usual 
flange 8 on a conventional electric plug 9 of the 
prong type for securing said plug firmly in the 
receptacle 2. At their outer ends, the jaws 5 ter. 
minate in forwardly projecting flanges () pro 
viding handles or grips to facilitate sliding said 
JaWS. 
Thumb nuts are threaded for adjustment on 

the shanks 4 of the Screws 3. Coil springs f2 are 
mounted under tension on the screw shanks 4 
between the thumb nuts and the jaws 5 for 
yieldingly urging said jaWS against the plug 
flange 8. The tension of the coil springs 2 nay 
be regulated by adjusting the nuts i? on the 
screws 3. If desired, Washers may be interposed 
between the coil springs 2 and the jaws 5. 

It is thought that the manner of using the ce 
vice Will be readily apparent from the consider 
ation of the foregoing. Briefly, the jaws 5 are 
retracted or slid outwardly on the Screws 3 to 
permit the plug 9 to be inserted in the receptacle 
2. The jaws 5 are then pushed inwardly on the 
screws 3 and the inner end portions thereof are 
engaged with the flange 8 of the plug 9, as il 
lustrated to advantage in Figure 3 of the draw 
ings. It Will thus be seen that, While not rigidly 
holding the plug, the jaws 5 exert Sufficient pres 
sure on said plug to retain same in the receptacle 
2 and to prevent loosening of said plug sufficiently 
to bring about a bad electrical connection. 

It is believed that the many advantages of an 
electric plug clamp or holder constructed in ac 
cordance with the present invention will be read 
ily understood, and although preferred embodi 
ments of the device are as illustrated and de 

40 Scribed, it is to be understood that further modi 
fications and changes in the details of construc 
tion may be resorted to which Will fall within the 
Scope of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A clamp for holding a flanged electric plug 

in a receptacle comprising, a wall plate for the 
receptacle, screw's mounted in the plate and pro 
jecting therefrom at opposite Sides of said re 
ceptacle, jaws slidable on the ScreWS transversely 

50 of the latter into or out of engagement with the 
flange of the plug, nuts threaded on the screws, 
and coil springs between the nuts and the jaws 
for yieldingly engaging said jaWS with the flange 
of the plug. 

55 2. A clamp for holding a flanged electric plug 
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2. 
in a receptacle comprising, a wall plate for the 
receptacle, screWS mounted in the plate and pro 
jecting therefrom at opposite sides of said re 
ceptacle, Said Screws including flattened shank 
portions, elongated jaWS slidable on the Shank 
portions of the screws, said jaws having longitu 
dinal slots therein accommodating the screw 
shanks So that the jaws are held against turn 

2,399,644 
ing on the latter, spacers on the Screws between 
the jaws and the plate, nuts threaded for ad 
justment on the screw shanks, and coil springs 
mounted under tension on the screws between 
the nuts and the jaWS for yielding urging Said 
jaws into engagement with the flange of the plug. 
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