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Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented July 17, 1906.

Application flled December 6, 1805, Serial No, 290,603,

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that we, Huer BarLs Fry and
Toy Bars Fry, citizens of the United States,
and residents of Memphis, in the county of
Shelby and State of Tennessee, have invented
a new and Improved Shipping-Coop, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription. :

"This invention relates to shipping coops or
crates such as are used for transporting live
fowls.

The object of the invention is to produce a
coop of this kind which is simple in construe-
tion and which is sanitary and which is capa-
ble of being folded up compactly for return
shipment. _

The invention consists in the construction
and combination of parts to be more fully
deseribed hereinafter and definitely set forth
in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifica-
tion, in which similar characters of reference
indicate corresponding parts in all the figures.

TFigure 1is a perspective of the coop, the

cover thereof being represented as being.

partly removed, so as to add to the clearness
of the drawings. Fig. 2 is a plan showing a
coop in its folded condition, the cover bemng
represented as removed. Fig. 3 is a vertical
cross-section through the coop in its open or
raised relation. This view is taken in sub-

stantially the middle plane or center of the

coop. Xig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3, but
taken at a point not on the center line. Fig.
5 is'a cross-section taken on the line 5 5 of
Fig. 2 and showing the parts in their folded
relation, and Fig. 6 is a cross-section on the
line 6 6 of Fig. 2 and upon an enlarged scale.

Referring more particularly to the parts, 1
represents the bottom of the coop, which is
preferably constructed of wood or similar ma-
terial. At the edges of this bottom a con-
tinuous sill 2 is attached, the same being pref-
erably composed of wood and forme(% with
longttudinal openings or slots 3, which facili-
tate the cleaning of the bottom, as will be
readily understood. The coop may have the
elongated octagonal form shown in Fig. 2,
the sill 2 being formed in sections or bars 4,
whose extremities meet at the rabbeted edges
orjoints 5. Asshown most clearly in Figs. 3

to 5, the outer side of the sill 2 is preferably
rounded, while the inner face 6 extends ver-
tically upward to meet the upperface. This
inner face 6 is provided with transverse slots
or recesses 7, which do not extend entirely
through the sill, as indicated, and in these
slots or recesses we attach a plurality of up-
wardly-extending bars 8, which form the
side walls of the coop, the same being secured
by means of transverse pivots or pins 9.
These bars 8 are preferably double, as indi-
cated in Fig. 2, the two members or forks of
each bar being connected above by trans-
verse or cross bars 10.

¥ The coop comprises a depressible frame 11,
which is of smaller dimensions than the sill 2,
referred to above, so that the said frame may
be depressed to the bottom of the coop, asin-
dicated in Fig. 5. This frame has the same
géneral shape as the bottom and is bound at
its outer edge with a metal binding-strip 12,
said binding-strip being extended above the
upper face of the frame, so as to form a bead
13. As shown most clearly in Figs. 5 and 6,
the lower side of this bead is disposed a short
distance above the upper face of the frame,
and at this point the binding-strip is pro-
vided with a plurality of openings 14, through
which the aforesaid bars 8 pass, as will be
readily understood. From this arrangement
it will be understood that when the coop is
opened up or raised, as indicated in Figs. 3
and 4, the cross-bars 10 of the bars 8 will lie
upon the upper face of the frame 11 just be-
hind the bead 13.  The bodiesof the bars will
then dispose themselves in a slightly-inclined
relation and they will pass directly over the
face of the frame 11, asindicated most clearly
in Fig. 1. In order to maintain the coop in
its raised position, we provide a plurality of
releasable braces or fastenings 15. These
are preferably four in number, as indicated.
They consist of metal strips bent to substan-
tially the form shown, so as to form eyes 16
at their lower extremities, which are pivoted
on pins 17 in the sill 2 in & manner very simi-
lar to the manner in which the bars 8 are at-
tached. These braces comprise substan-
tially straight bodieswhich extend upwardly,
and from their inner faces integral tongues
18 extend inwardly, said tongues being resili-

ent and tending to press themselves inwardly
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and away from the bodies of the braces, as
will be readily understood. The upper ex-
tremities of these tongues 18 are offset out-
wardly, so as to produce shoulders 19, which
project inwardly, and the upper extremities
or tips 20 of the tongues lie near the upper
extremities of the bodies of the braces, as
shown. These tips 20 and the upper ex-
tremities of the bodies of the braces pass
through recesses 21, which are formed in the
outer edge of the frame 11, and project up-
wardly behind the bead 13, as indicated most
clearly in Fig. 3. When it is desired to fold
up the coop—as, for instance, when it is to be
reshipped—the tips 20 of the tongues 18 will
be pressed outwardly, so as to release the
frame 18 from the shoulders 19. The frame
11 is then pushed downwardly, so that it de-
scends along the bodies of the bars 8. Asit
does so- the bars 8, together with the braces
15, rotate inwardly on their pivot-pins and
project themselves horizontally across the
bottom of the coop, as indicated in Fig. 2.
In raising the coop the operation just de-
seribed is simplyreversed. Inorder tofacili-
tate the raising of the coop as suggested, we
provide the coop at suitable points with han-
dles or bails 22, which are pivotally attached
to the bead 13, as will be readily understood.
In Fig. 5 the coop is shown in its folded rela-
tion, and in Fig. 6 parts are shown in section

near one édge of the coop, upon an enlarged

scale, showing clearly the arrangement of the
parts when the coop is folded or closed.
The coop is provided with a suitable cover
23, which is attached in the opening of the
frame 11, so as to prevent the escape of the
fowls at this part. This frame may be pro-
vided with suitable doors adapted to be
opened to allow the fowls to be placed in the
coop or removed. In order to assist in sup-
porting the cover, we provide transverse bars

826,324

in practice which pass across the frame 11, as
will be readily understood.

Having thus described our invention, we
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— ‘ :

1. A folding coop, comprising a bottom,
side walls consisting of a plurality of bars
pivotally attached at said bottom,and adapt-
ed to fold downwardly upon the upper side
thereof, a depressible {rame having a sliding
connection with said bars, and means for sup-
porting said frame in an elevated position.

2. A folding coop, comprising a bottom, a
plurality of walls composed of a plurality of
bars pivotally attached at said bottom and
adapted to fold downwardly thereupon, with
the bars of one wall overlapping the bars of
the adjacent walls, a depressible frame hav-
ing a sliding connection with said bars, braces
pivoted near said bottom, and affording
means for supporting said frame in an ele-
vated position. v

3. A folding coop, having a bottom with a
sill formed around the edge thereof, said sill
having recesses in the inner face thereof, a
plurality of bars pivotally mounted respect-
ivelyinsaid recesses, and extending upwardly,
a depressible frame having a sliding connec-
tion with said bars, braces pivotally attached
to said sill and having resilient tongues with
shoulders formed therein, engaging said
frame to support the same in an elevated po-
sition.

In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

HUGH BAILS FRY.
TOY BAILS FRY.

Witnesses:
Kare BUTTENBERG,
Hexry JEYER.
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