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1 :

This invention relates to an improved paint
roller loading device.

An object is to provide an improved device for
loading a paint roller with paint which device is
simple, inexpensive, convenient to use and store,
and easily manipulable. )

Heretofore it has been the common practice to
pour g small quantity of paint from a paint pail
into a shallow loading pan. The roller was then
rolled back and forth through the paint over the
bottom of the loading pan to pick up paint on fo
the roller. My improved device possesses many
advantages over the commonly used shallow load-
ing pan.

An object of my invention is to provide a roller
loading device which is capable of distributing
paint upon a roller passed thereover in an even
fashion and without overloading the roller or
underloading it,

Another object of my invention is to provide a
flexible roller loading element designed to be
retained during the painting operation within a
paint can or pail and adapted to be withdrawn
partially therefrom to pick up sufficient paint to
load the roller, and adapted to be employed to
transfer such paint so picked up to the roller upon
passing the roller thereover.

Loading my improved device with paint does
not require transfer of paint from the can or pail
to the device by pouring or the like, as is the
practice with the use of the shallow pan cocnven-
tionally employed.

A further object of this invention is to provide
a roller loading device which upon being lifted
out of the paint within the pail will pick up suf-
ficient paint to properly load the roller but insuf-
ficient to overload the same. The device is so
constructed that upon passing the roller there-~
over it does not either overload the roller or de-
posit the paint upon the eyes of the ends of the
roller or upon other parts of the roller support-
ing frame, but deposits an even load of paint upon
the paint carrying surface of the roller.

Another object of this invention is that the de-
vice may be retained within the paint pail through
the painting operation and may be used by the
painter while standing on a ladder or other part
of scaffolding where it would be difficult to prop-
erly support the conventional loading pan. The
device of this invention does not require, during
the loading of the roller, any support other than
the pail of paint and that supplied by the painter
himself. o .

This improved paint loading roller device is
convenient to store inasmuch as it may be stored
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within a paint pail. It is easy to clean. Replace-
ment fillers may be simply and quickly installed.
It is of cheap construction.

This improved device can be satisfactorily used
with rubber base paints and does not cause buff-
ing of the paint as may occur by passing a paint
roller back and forth over the bottom of a metal
paint loading pan.

Other objects, advantages and meritorious fea-
tures will more fully appear from the following
description, claims and accompanying drawings,
wherein:

Fig. 1 is a perspective showing the preferred
form of my invention in use;

Fig. 2 is a fragmenfary elevation of a part of
the device shown in Fig. 1;

Fig, 3 is a sectional view taken through a paint
can showing the device of Fig. 1 disposed within
the paint in the can;

Fig. 4 is a perspective of a fragment of a por-
tion of the sheet shown in the device of Figs. 1
through 3;

Fig. b is a plan of a fragment of a sheet of a
modified form as ecompared with that of Fig. 4;

Fig. 6 is a plan of a fragment of a sheet of a
modified form as compared with that of Figs. 4
and5;

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary sectional view taken
on the line T—1 of Fig. 6;

Fig. 8 is a perspective of a modification of
the invention as compared with the construc-
tion of Figs. 1 through 3;

Fig. 9 is a perspective of a portion of the struc-
ture shown in Fig, 8.

The invention illustrated in Figs. 1 through 4
comprises a flat piece of flexible woven material
20, such as terry cloth. This is a material which
is so woven as to exhibit a plurality of closely
associated loops 22 projecting from both sides of
the sheet as shown in Fig. 4. To one end of this
sheet is secured a member 24 in the form of a
rod or the like extending transversely across the
end of the sheet having the end portions 26 pro-
jecting therebeyond and disposed offset the end
of the sheet as showh in Fig. 1. ‘These end por-
tions are ear-like projections 26 adapted to be
engaged underneath the inwardly projecting
ledge 28 of a conventional paint can 30 which is
shown in Fig. 1. The rod-like member 24 may
be secured in place by folding the under margin
of the cloth thereover and stitching it as at 32
therealong. »

. The opposite end of the sheet is folded over
and stitched thereto as at 34. A handle 36 is
secured to this opposite end of the sheet. This
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handle is so shaped as shown to provide for con-
venience of manipulation. It has complemen-
tary handle portions 38 and &0 each having an
end portion 42 bent angularly therefrom and
adapted to be inserted into the fold of the end of
the cloth. This fold is cut away as at 44 to
facilitate such insertion. A spring 46 is shown
as received about thetwo portions 38 and 40:to
hold them together as shown in ‘Fig. 1. ‘This
spring may be lifted so that the portions 38 and
40 may be separated as shown in Fig. 2 to provide
for removal of a worn cloth and insertion-of -a
new one.

The device may be disposed within a paint can

as shown in Fig. 3 during a-painting operation. -

When a painter wishes to load the paint roller
he lifts the device upwardly from the:can. The

projecting ends 26 of the rod 24 engage under-

neath the ledge 28 of the can. 'The sheet 20 is
then stretched outwardly of the rod 24 by the
handle 268. ‘The :paint roller 59 -may .then be
passed back -and forth-over: the «cloth picking-up
paint therefrom and loading the roller.

The construction-of terry:cloth is such that the
closely -associated loops form -paint -collecting
pockets which lead the cloth with paint-when the
‘cloth is dipped into the:paint. The cloth pitks
up that quantity of paint which has been’ found
suitable to preperly.toad the roller. The:peri-
pheral portion -of the roller which strikes the
cloth is the: paint-carrying portion.and the eyes
and frame portion of the roller do not:become
coated with paint.

Fig. 5 illustrates a sheet formed of screen mesh
51 which might be plastic screen or-other screen
mesh wherein the fibers themselves: were not ab-
sorbent of liquid. The interstices formed by the
weave of the fibers constitute -paint coliecting
pockets to pick up paint. This-type:of:sheet. ma-~
terial is likewise. suitable and might: be provided
with the handle 36 and the rod:32 shown in Figs.
1 through 3.

In Figs. 6 and 7-anoether type-of sheet material
is shown. This sheet material might be fabric
or it might be plastic-sheet. Such:a:sheet mate-
rial indicated by the numeral 52 is:folded -to
form pleats 54 which extend transversely thereof.
Each pleat may be stitehed down by :a sinuous
line of stitching 56. Each pleat .is adapied -fo
constitute a transversely extending pocket within
which paint may be picked up by the:sheet: when
dipped into the paint. The sinuous line.of stitch-
ing provides 2 transversely extending .pocket. of
varying depth. The size, depth-and:area of the

pocket may be regulated by the eharacter of the ;

line of stitching and the. linesof:stitching-may
vary so that different pockets present. different
depths and . present varying:depths at:different
places. ‘Such a sheet would be provided with a
handle portion and the.can-engaging element as
heretofore described,-and would be used in:the
same manner as-the structure shown in: Figs. /1
through 3.

-Figs. 8 and 9. illustrate-a medification of the
device in that the paint collecting sheet is not
in the form of a flat.sheet.-but isin the form:of
a flexible sheet fabricated to-constitute -a.tube
or cylinder 58. ‘This cylinder.is-open at its-ends
as shown. A handle element 68 is secured to
one end. This handle element is so formed as
to form. a circular loop-82 over-which the margin
of the cylinder at one end is folded and:secured
in place. The opposite end:of the cylinder is
provided with.a can engaging-element:64. - This
element 64 is.made up of.a ring 66-and:a trans-
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versely projecting portion having projecting ends
68. The ends 68 which project beyond the pe-
riphery of the cylinder are adapied to engage
underneath the inwardly projecting ledge 28 of
the paint can in the same manner as the ends 26
of the rod 24 of the construction shown in Fig. 1.

In use, the element 64 would be inserted into
@ paint can in‘the same manter:asthe element
24 of Fig. 1 is inserted thereinto. This could of
course be accomplished by flexing the tube to

“dispose the element 84 linearly with respect to

the tube. The.cylinder 58 which might be formed
of terry c¢loth or of sheet material such as shown
in:¥Figs.”5 and:® would then be dipped into the
icked up paint it would be lifted

-stretched-between.the handle and the can engag-
ing element 64 in the position substantially shown
in Pig.-8.

To load a roller with paint from a construc-
tion-such -as:-shown in Fig.-8, the free-end of the
roller would be inserted lengthwise.inte the cyl-
inder. ‘The:-roller-would then be moved to. travel
over the inner surface of the cylinder. As the
roller traveled over.the inner.surface.of: the-cyl-
inder it would pick up paint thereinto.in - the
same manner as-would the roller shown in. Fig. 1
pick up paint from the fiat sheet.

.Fach of these -several forms-of the-invention
would. -sexrve -in -the .same way to load-a paint
roller with paint. Each.is relatively inexpensive.
Faeh might be carried within the paint can.-dur-
ing the rpainting operation. . Hach -would-serve
its intended function to properly load the roller

5 without-depositing -an.overload -or an underload

-of ‘paint:thereon.

What I claim is:

.1.-A.paint roHer loading .device comprising a
sheet of material so formed as to pick up- paint
throughout an --area -thereof .between .its -ends
when dipped-into-the paint and. withdrawn there-
from, said-sheet-being provided atone end with
a.handle -whereby - it may: be manipulated, said
handle- being connected with -such -end -of the

5 sheet to-support the-sheet-throughout its. extent

at -such -end, :said -sheet being provided -at the
opposite end with means carried thereby and
extending- along the-extent -of the sheet at such
end for:supporting. the-sheet-throughout its ex-
tent at sueh end, said means being adapted to
engage with-the:overhanging ledge of .a paint
container whereby the sheet may be extended
upwardly therefrom,:the :sheet-being free and
unsupportd between-said means at one end-and
the handle connected with: the-sheet-at the oppo-
site end.

2. A -paint-roller leading device-comprising - a
lineax sheet of flexible material provided through-
out o portien-of its linear area with a plurality
of i paint collecting - pockets -adapted to pick -up
paint ‘when ' the :sheet -is -dipped - thereinto, said
sheet:being -provided -at -one: end with-a trans-
verse supporting and.psgil-engaging-element ex-
tending ‘transversely.of ‘the:sheet for supporting
the:sheet transversely-at such-end, said element
prejecting -at both -ends. beyond  the margins- of
the:sheet: and adagted to-engage:the overhang-
ing ledge .of :a:paint. container, -said-sheet being
provided. at the opposite-end with :a:handle ele~
ment-having 2 part connected with the sheet and
extending transversely thereof and adapied to
support. thre:shest fransversely atsuch-end, said
handle element being adapted to hold the sheet
stretehed away from.the:pail; engaging element,
said:sheet extending .as a -flexible freely ‘unsup-
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ported sheet between the transverse support of
the pail engaging element at one end and the
part of the handle element which extends trans-
versely of the sheet at the opposite end.

3. A paint roller loading device comprising a
linear sheet of flexible material provided with a
plurality of transversely extending paint collect-
ing pleat-like pockets, a rod element secured to
and extending transversely of the sheet at one
end for supporting the sheet transversely at such
end, said element projecting beyond opposite lin-
ear margins of the sheet to engage underneath
the inwardly projecting ledge of a paint pail, a
handle element having a part secured to and
extending transversely of the sheet at the op-
posite end to support the sheet transversely at
such end, said handle element being adapted to
be employed to stretch the sheet between said
rod element and said handle, said sheet extend-
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ing as a flexible freely unsupported sheet between 20

the rod element at one end and the handle ele-
ment at the opposite end.

4. A paint roller loading device comprising a
flexible tubular element having the inner sur-
face provided with paint collecting pockets
adapted to pick up paint when the tube is dipped
thereinto, means secured to one end of the tube
and extending transversely thereof and project-
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ing therebeyond adapted to engage underneath
the inwardly projecting ledge of a paint can,
and handle means secured to the opposite end of
the tube and adapted to be manipulated to hold
the tube whereby a paint roller may be inserted
endwise thereinto and rolled over the inner sur-
face thereof to pick up paint therefrom.

5. A paint roller like device comprising a flex-
ible open ended cylinder provided on its inner
surface with a plurality of paint collecting pock-
ets, said cylinder being provided at one end with
ears projecting therefrom and adapted to engage
underneath the inwardly projecting ledge of a
paint can, said cylinder being provided at its op-
posite end with a handle extending upwardly
from one side thereof whereby the cylinder may
be stretched out lengthwise and a paint roller
may be freely inserted lengthwise into the open
handle end of the cylinder.

STANDLY T. COUGHLAN.
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