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1 Claim.
1

This invention relates to improvements in game
apparatus and is directed more particularly to
apparatus for use in connection with board games
and the like.

The principal objects of the invention are the
provision of game apparatus construeted and ar-
ranged whereby a player influences or controls
the result of an opponent’s play.

The apparatus of the invention is adapted for
broad application and is particularly adapted for
i<,111{ch board games as baseball, football and the

ike,.

As an illustration, when used in connection
with a baseball game, a player of the game has
his turn at bat while an opponent by manipula-
tion of a component of the game causes the bat-
ter’s play to have a certain result. That is, the
batter’s play may result in a hit, foul or the like
according to the rules of play and arrangement of
the components of the game apparatus.

All of the above objects I accomplish by means
of such structure and relative arrangements of
parts thereof, as will fully appear by a perusal
of the desecription below and by various specific
features which will be hereinafter set forth.

To the above cited and other ends and with the
foregoing and varicus other novel features and
advantages and other objects of my invention as
will become more readily apparent as the de-
seription proceeds, my invention consists in cer-
tain novel features of construction and in the
combination and arrangement of parts as will be
hereinafter more particularly pointed out in the
claim hereunto annexed and more fully described
and referred to in connection with the accom-
panying drawings wherein:

Fig. 1is a plan view of game apparatus embody-
ing the novel features of the invention; :

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view through
the game apparatus shown in Fig. 1; and

Pig. 3 is a digrammatic view showing the elec-
trical wiring of the apparatus shown in Figs. 1
and 2.

Referring now to the drawings more in detail,
the invention will be fully described.

A game board is represented by 2 which in-
cludes a frame 4, an upper panel 6, an interme-
diate panel 8 and a lower panel 10,

The game board may be of any dimensions de-
sired and may be of any desired construction.
The upper surface of the game board may carry
the representation of a baseball diamond, foot-
ball field, or whatever is desired.

To explain the construction of the apparatus,
it will be assumed that the panel is laid out for
a baseball game.
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The panel 6 is provided with a plurality of
openings 12, 14, 16 and 8, and a contact 20 on
the end of a flexible conductor 22 is provided for
connecting in an electrieal circuit.

A player, called the batter, manipulates the
contact 20 by inserting it in one of the afore-
said openings. According to the rules of play,
the batter will have that number of plays accord-
ing to the rules of the game being simulated.

A slide 24 is movable below panel 6 and is guid-
ed for reciprocating movements by members 26.
The slide has a manually engageable member 28
at its outer end and a slot 30 is provided in the
panel 6 which is traversed by a stem 30’ of the
member 30.

The slide 24 has a plurality of longitudinally
spaced contacts 34, 36, 38, 40 and 42 on its inner
end. A pointer 43 is provided on the member 28
for registering with indications 44, 46, 48, 50 and
52 of panel 6. The slide is manipulated by a
player and indicia may be applied to panel 6 ad-
jacent the indications 44 to 52 inclusive if de-
sired. The pointer and indications facilitate reg-
istering g certain contact or contacts with a cer-
tain opening or openings in the panel. The rela-
tionship of the contacts and openings may be ar-
ranged in numerous ways.

Signals 54, 56, 58, 60 and 62 are provided which
may be audible or visible signals as may be
desired. For illustrative purposes, the signals are
light bulbs. These signals show the result of
of the batter’s play as it is effected by the oper-
ation of the slide by the batter’s opponent.

A source of electrical energy is represented by
64 and may be a battery to which connection
22 is connected.

The battery is connected to the signal light
bulbs 54 to 62 inclusive by connections 66, 68, 10,
12 and 74 and said bulbs are connected to con-
tacts (2 to 18 inclusive by connections 76, 78, 80,
82 and 84 which will be flexible to accommodate
movements of the contacts 34 to 42 relative to
the openings {2 to (8 inclusive of the panel.

As stated, the apparatus is adapted for vari-
ous uses and is particularly adapted for use in
connection with games such as football, base-
ball and the like.

For purposes of disclosure, the operaton will
be described in connection with the game of base~
ball in which case the panel § will carry the
representation of a baseball diamond and the
like. The signals will be appropriately arranged
relative to the panel and will be labeled in vari-
ous ways. For instance, there may be signals
indicating ‘“‘strike,” “foul,” “home run,” etc.

The member 28 and its position will preferably
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be shielded from the player called the batter so
that the batter in his position cannot see the
position of this member 28 and thereby possibly
have an idea as to the position of the contacts
below that opening into which he may in his
play insert contact 20.

The board may carry such indications adjacent
44 to 52 inclusive that the player manipulating
the slide may know that certain contdets aie
aligned with certain openings thereby to know
the certain signal that will be energized with
the contact inserted in a certain opening.

In the play of the apparatus, the batter does .

not know the relationship of the contacts and
openings and another player operating the slide
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purview and range of equivalency of the ap-
pended claim are therefore intended to be em-
braced therein.

What it is desired to claim and secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States is:

Game apparatus comprising in combination, a
game board construction including upper and
lower panel means, an elongated slide and guide
meais earried by said panel means for back and
forth sliding movements of said slide, a plurality

... of longitudinally spaced electrical contacts car-
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does not necessarily know into which-opening the .

batter will insert the contact.

As the batter inserts contact 20 thzough one
of the openings of the panel it contacts that
one of the contacts of the slide which is positioned
therebelow so as to energize one of the signals
whereby the result of the play is indicatéd by
the indicia of the panel-associated with that par-
ticular signal.

Inasmuch as there may be any number of
openings in the panel and contacts and light
bulbs and the contacts may be shiftéd for
numerous relationships with the openings of the
panel, there are numerous results of a play or
plays which are unexpected and unknown so that
with rules of play in combination with the ap-
paratus, very interesting and exciting games may
be provided.

The invention may be embodied in other spe-
cific forms without departing from the essential
characteristics thereof.  Hence, the present em-
bodiments are therefore to be considered in all
tespects merely as being illustrative and not as
being restrictive, the scope of the invention being
indicated by the appended claim rather than by
the foregoing description, and all modifications
and variations as fall withih the meaning and
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ried by one end of said slide, said upper panel pro-

‘vided 'with relatively spaced openings disposed

whereby any one of said contacts may be located
in alignment with and below any one of said open-
ings, said upper panel provided with a slot and an
end of said slide opposite to said one end provided
with a manually engageable member extending
upwardly through said §lot for one player of the
game to slide said slide back and forth, a plu-
rality of electric bulb signals carried by said lower
panels extending into openings provided in said
upper panel, a source of energy, a flexible con-
tact member for another player of the game con-
nected to said source of energy for engaging a
contact of said slide through one of said open-
ings, and connections connecting each of said con=
tacts of the slide ahd a signal with the source of
energy.
JAMES M. PRENTICE.
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