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This invention relates to a finger ring, and
more particularly to a guard for a finger ring
~whereby the ring is held securely upon the wear-
er’s finger. . The invention is especially useful
in making it possible to wear a ring upon a fin-
ger smaller than that for which it is intended, to
which use, however, it is not restricted.

Finger rings are constructed in standard sizes,
and the ring size selected by the wearer is gener-
ally that which will just permit the ring to pass
the second knuckle of the finger upon which the
Ting is to be worn. Where this knuckle is large
compared to the size of the finger, the weight of
the stone or crown of the Fing may turn the ring
undesirably about the finger. Furthermore, where
loaned rings of large size are worn, or where
a ring of large size is purchased in anticipation
of increase in the wearer’s weight, there is actual
danger of losing the ring. In such cases it is de-
sirable to attach a finger ring guard to the ring,
either to prevent the latter from turning upon
the finger or to prevent loss of the ring.

In the past finger ring guards have generzlly
been of two classes. One class of guard embodies
a resilient band of metal positioned within the
ring and fastened thereto by unitary lugs bent
about the ring adjacent the ends of the guard.
Such lugs are visible when the guard is worn
and detract from the appearance of the ring.
The second class of ring guard avoids the un-
sightliness of ‘the first' through: being soldered
centrally within the ring. Such an arrangement,
‘however, entails an undesirable degree of perma-
nence.

‘We have now found it possible to provide a ring
guard which may be detachably secured cen-
trally within the ring, and which avoids. the
unsightliness of the first class of finger ring guard
referred to above and also the permanence of the
second class. ~According to the invention, grip-
ping means is disposed centrally of a U-shaped
finger ring guard for detachably securing the
guard at its mid-point to the ring.

One form of the invention is shown by way
of illustration in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Fig. 1 is an elevation of a finger ring to which
a guard constructed and arranged according to
the invention is applied;

Fig. 2 is an exploded perspective view showing
a broken section of the ring guard illustrated in
Fig. 1 and the necessary associated parts;

Fig. 3 is a ‘broken: perspective view showing
the elements illustrated in PFig. 2 in position for
clamping the guard to the ring, the elements be-
ing of modified form; . -
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Fig. 4 is a broken perspective view similar to
Fig. 3 showing the parts in position to release
the guard from the ring;

Fig. 5 is a perspective view illustrating the ap-
plication of the same ring guard to a ring which
is shown in broken perspective;

Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 5
parts in: different position;

Fig: 7 is a broken mid-section through the ring
and guard illustrating the guard-securing parts
in open position; and

Fig. 8 is a view similar to Fig. 7 showing the
guard-securing parts in position attaching the
guard to the ring.

In the embodiment of the invention which is
illustrated in the drawings there is shown a ring
{8 to which is attached a finger ring guard il
constructed and arranged according to the in-
vention. The ring i0 here illustrated is one hav-
ing a heavy crown and stone therein.

The finger ring guard 11 here shown comprises
a U-shaped member 12, which is preferably made
of resilient metal and is adapted to fit within the
ring 10 in order to bear against the finger of the
wearer and prevent the ring from turning upon
the finger or slipping from the finger. The U-
shaped member (2 may be bowed as at 13, {3 ad-
jacent its ends so that it makes resilient contact
with the finger on either side of its fleshy under-
part and thereby prevents turning of the ring on
the finger. Thus by making contact with the

showing the

‘finger and effectively reducing the size of the

ring, the guard 11 prevents the ring from slip-
ping from the finger and also prevents it from
turning on the finger.

In order to retain the finger ring guard i
within the ring (0, gripping means 14 is disposed
centrally of the U-shaped member 12. The grip-
ping means is provided in a form which detach-
ably secures the U-shaped member {2 centrally
of the ring 0. See Fig: 1.

The gripping means 14 here illustrated com-
prises a clamping element {5 which is fixed to the-
U-shaped member 12 substantially at its mid-
point. The clamping element 15 is preferably
formed unitarily with the U-shaped member and
is bent outwardly therefrom and formed te en-
gage one circumferential edge of the ring 19. A
second clamping element 16 is separately formed
and is positioned in slidable relation with respect
to the clamping element 15. The second element
is positioned oppositely to the first clamping ele-
ment 15 in order to engage the circumferential
edge of the ring 9 opposite to that engaged by
the first-named clamping element. 16. The sec~
ond or separate clamping element 16 is so related
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to ‘the first-named clamping element {5 that
sliding of the former: longitudinally of the U-
shaped member (2 in one direction will clamp
the guard to the ring between the two clamping
elements, and movement of the second clamping
element in. the opposite direction will unclamp
the ring.  The construction which makes this
action possible will now be explained.

A pin 17 is fixed in the U-shaped member {2

substantially centrally thereof, and extends out~

10.

- wardly therefrom through a slot 18 in the sepa-~

rate clamping element i8.

hole 20 in the U-shaped member i2, and is peened
at its outer end to fix the pin to the member. At
its other end, the pin 17 has a head 21 which is
in contact with the outer surface of the separate
clamping element 8 to hold the latter in contact
with the U-shaped member. See Figs. 2,3 and 4.
“Thus, the second or separate clammng element 16
is slidable with respect to the first-named o fixed
clamping element, being held against the outer
‘surface of the U-shaped member by the pin 17 ex-
tending through the slot 18.

The slot {8 in the separate clamping element {8
extends longitudinally of the element and is in-
clined transversely thereto.
rate clamping element {6 is moved longitudinally
of the U-shaped member {2, it moves either to-

ward or away from the fixed clamping element 5

because of the transverse inclination of the slot.

In order to secure the finger ring guard {! to a
ring, the gripping means {4 is first opened. To
this end the separate clamping element 16 is
moved to slide longitudinally of the. U-shaped
member {2 in the direction which moves the
former away from the fixed clamping element 185.
See Figs. 4, 5, 6 and 7. With the gripping means
{4 thus opened, the guard i! is cenfered inside
of the ring, as illustrated in Fig. 1. . Thersupon
the separate clamping element is oppositely
moved longitudinally of the U-shaped member,
and contact of the slot 18 therein with the pin
171 draws the separate clamping element toward
the fixed clamping element until the ring is

clamped between them. See Figs. 3 and 8.

© Priction between the surfaces of the fixed
clamping element and the separate clamping ele-
ment which are in sliding engagement, combined
with friction between the pin 17 and the con-
tacting edges of the slot {8, and also friction be=
tween the separate clamping element {8 and the
ring {9 all combkine to prevent movement of the
separate clamping element out of clamping posi-
tion. The gripping means {4:thus remains in
firm engagement with the ring (8, once it has
been applied to the ring. It may however, be pre-
ferred to augment this frictional effect by pro-
viding a serrated edge 22'in the slot {8 opposite
the clamping face of the separate clamping ele~
ment 18, for contact with the pin §7. - Thus the
pin successively enters the serrations in the slot
as the separate clamping element is moved into
ring-engaging position; and when the gripping
means 14 firmly engages the ring. 13 the re-
siliency of the material acts to mairntain the pin
in one of the serrations of the edge 22-and to hold
the separate clamping elements ﬁ;mly in posi-
tion.

Instead of relying entirely upon friction be-
tween the elements of the gripping means 4 and
upon friction between these elements and the ring
to prevent separation of the clamping means, and
instead of relying upon such friction and the ser-
" rations 22 to hold the clamping means in position,

The pin 7 -has a.
necked-down end 19 which is inserted in a central

Thus, as the sepa-
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additional means may be provided for this pur-
pose.” It may therefore prove of advantage to
provide inwardly extending ribs 23 upon the ring
engaging surfaces of the clamping elements {5
and 6. = Such ribs are illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4.
Tt will ke observed that the ribs 23 extend trans-
versely of the clamping surfaces of the clamping °
elements and thus extend transversely of the cir-
cumferential edges of theé:ring wheén. gripped
thereby. The ribs 23 thus increase the frictional

contact of the clamping elements upon the cir-

cumferential edges of the ring and provide addi-
tional resistance to separation of the clamping
elements once-they have been moved into grip-
ping position.:

An-important feature of the described gripping
means is that it permits the finger ring guard i1
to be applied to rings of different sizes. Clearly
the gripping means may. accommodate itself to a
ring of smaller band width by sliding the separate
clamping element a greater -distance toward
clamping position along the U-shaped member
and thus- effectively moving the pin 7 further
along the slot 8. .In applying the: sripping
means to a ring of greater band width, the sepa~
rate clamping element:is moved a shorter dis-
tance longitudinally of the U-shaped member to-
ward clamping position. In either case the ring
is firmly clamped by the gripping means 14, =

From the foregeing, it will be:apparent that -
the invention provides a simple and effective ring
guard which may be detachably secured -within

tings of different sizes and which avoids the usual

unsightliness-of known clamping means together
with undesirable . permanence "of -attachment.
Furtherimore, -the construction -of the guard . is
such that it 'may be applied and secured to. the
ring after the ring is in place upon:the wearer’s
finger.

The form of the mvennon here-described and
illustrated is presented merely by way of example.
Other forms and embcdiments of the invention,

’ commg within the proper scope of the appended
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claims; will of course suggest themselves to those
interested in such’ problems

We claim:

1. A finger ring guard comprising -a resilient

U-shaped member adapted to fit within s ring,
said member having substantially at the mid-
point -of one. of its longitudinal edges a unitary
clamping element for engaging one’circumferen-
tial edge of the ring; a separate clamping ele-
ment for engaging the opposite circumferential
edge of the ring, said separate clamping element
having a face:slidable alorig the outer surface
of said U-shaped member and having a longi-
tudinal transversely inclined slot therein; ‘and
a pin fixed in said U-shaped member substan-
tially centrally thereof and extending outwardly
therefrom . through the slot in said separate
clamping element,-said pin having a head there-
on beyond said separate clamping element -for -
holding the:latter closely adjacent to ‘said U-
shaped -member; whereby movement -of  said
separate clamping element longitudinally .of -said
U-shaped: member in one direction will clamp
the ring to the guard between the unitary clamp-
ing element thereon and said separate clamping
element and movement of said separate clamp-
ing member in the opposme dlrectlon wilt’ un~
clamp the ring.

2. A finger ring -guard comprising-a re5111ent

U-shaped member adapted to fit ‘within a ring,
said member having substantially at the mid-
point of one of its longitudinal edges a unitary
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clamping element for engaging one circumferen-
tial edge of the ring; a separate clamping ele-
ment for engaging the opposite circumferential
edge of the ring, said separate clamping element
having a face slidable along the outer surface
of said U~shaped member and having a longi-
tudinal transversely inclined slot therein formed
with a serrated longitudinal edge opposite its
clamping face; and a pin fixed in said U-shaped
member substantially centrally thereof and ex-
tending outwardly therefrom through the slot
in said separate clamping element, said pin hav-
ing a head thereon beyond said separate clamp-
ing element for holding the latter closely adjacent
to said U-shaped member; whereby movement
of said separate clamping element longitudinally
of said U-shaped member in one direction will

10

18

clamp the ring to the guard béetween the unitary
clamping element thereon and said separate
clamping element and movement of said separate
clamping member in the opposite direction will
unclamp the ring.
LLOYD F. POLLARD.
SAMUEL JACOBSON.
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