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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, AARON C. HINEs, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Tucumcari, in the county of Quay, and State 
of New Mexico have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Folding Wash 
benches, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. . 
My invention relates to a bench or stand 

for wash tubs and the main object is to 
provide a portable bench which, may be 
folded, when not in use, to be stored away, 
thus occupying a very Small space. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide room for two, three or more tubs on 
the bench and if constructed for three wash. 
tubs, for instance, it may still be set up for 
only two, of them; when the support or ex 
tension for the thirds wash tub is folded and 
therefore takes up very little room. In this 
manner the bench is adjustable-in-accordance 
to the number of tubs to be used at one 
time. . . . 

One embodiment of the invention is ill 
lustrated in the accompanying drawings, and 

Figure 1 shows a perspective view of the 
wash bench erected for use to hold three 
wash tubs; 

Figure 2 is perspective view of the bench 
folded for storing: 

Figure 3 is a top plan view of the bench 
unfolded; 

below the bottom face of the runners and 
are provided with apertures for receiving 
a hinge rod 15, as best seen in Figures land. 
4. Upon these rods 15 is hinged a pair of 
supporting legs 16 at the ends of the rod 15 
and connected by means of slats 17. 
At the opposite end of the frame are pro 

vided other supporting legs 18 of similar 
construction to the ones just described and 
secured by means of the hinge rod 15 in 
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brackets 19, which however are placed some 
distance in from the extreme left hand end 
of the frame, as seen in Figures 1 and 2. 
This is for a reason that will be explained 
further on. . . . " 

() 

Each of the supporting legs 16 and 18 is 
connected to the frame, by means of a brace 
20 hinged in the middle and fulcrumed to 
the inner side of each beam of runner 11, 
as at 21 and to each leg, as at 22. These 
braces have the usual locking fingers indi 
cated by reference numeral 23 adjacent the 
central-hinge, for the purpose of preventing 
the folding of the braces inwardly in the di 
rection of the brackets 14 and 19. 
An auxiliary frame 24 is attached to one 

side and near one end of the main frame 
10 by means of a pair of hinges 25, one 
leaf 36 of each hinge being secured to the 
side of one of the beams or runners 11, the 
other leaf. 34 being secured to the top of 
the runner 26 in open position, as seen in 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary elevation in- Figures 1 and 5 of the drawings. The 
dicating the manner of attaching Supporting 
legs to the bench, and - 

Figure 5 indicates a hinge connection for 
the extension or auxiliary frame adapted 
to carry a third wash tub. 
The bench consists of a main frame 10 

preferably constructed of wooden beams 11. 
to form longitudinal side runners thereof. 
It is evident that structural iron may be 
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used for these beams. The beams 11 are 
spaced apart and in parallel relation and 
are rigidly connected by means of central 
slats 12 and end slats 13, the latter being 
placed at the extreme ends of the beams 
i1 and all the slats secured in any suit 
able manner, as by bolts, Screws, nails or 
rivets. The slats may be made of hard 
wood or band iron and are placed a suit 
able distance apart for conveniently sup 
porting the wash tubs. 
At the right hand ends of the beams or 

runners 11 are secured brackets 14 to the 
outer sides thereof and the brackets extend 

auxiliary frame also consists of a pair of 
wooden or metal beans or side runners 26 
connected by means of an inner slat 27 and 
an outer one 28, the latter being secured at 
the extreme outer ends of the runners 26, as 
seen in Figures 1 and 3 of the drawings and 
in similar manner as already described in 
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connection with the main-fraine 10. A pair 
of supporting legs 29 of similar construction 
as the supporting legs 16 and 18 is carried 
on a hingerod 30 mounted in the brackets 
31 secured to the outer sides in adjacent ends 
of the runners or beams 26. The supporting 
legs 29 are also provided with upper con 
necting slats 32 and lower connecting slats 
33 and also with hinged braces. 34 similar 
to those already described. All these lock 
ing braces 20 and 34 run diagonally across 
the corners formed between the supporting 
legs and the respective beams or runners, 
when the stand or bench is erected, as best 
seen in Figure 1 of the drawings. 
The length of the auxiliarly frame 24 as 
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well as the main frame 10 and the relative 
positions of the slats 12, 13, 27, and 28 is 
such, that the slats will give ample support 
for three wash tubs without crowding, the 
main frame being intended for two wash 
tubs 35, while the auxiliary frame is in 
tended for only one. - 
As seen in the drawings, the width across 

the supporting legs 16, 18, and 29 is identi 
cal with the width of the main and auxil 
iary frames, so that, when the supporting 
legs are folded beneath the respective frames, 
they will occupy the same space across as 
the frames theinselves. The width of the 
auxiliary frame 24 is however slightly less 
than the distance between the slats 12 and 
13, so that when the auxiliary frame is 
folded over the main frame, the former will 
swing down between the side slats to be sup 
ported by the two runners 11 forming part 
of the main frame 10: while the slat 27 of 
the auxiliary frame drops down between the 
side slats and side beams. This is best seen 
in Figure 2 of the drawings. It will also be 
understood from this figure, that for only 
two. Wash tubs, the auxiliary frame may re 
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main in folded position, one wash tub then 
resting on the slats 12 and 13 at the right 
hand end of the frame, as seen in this figure 
and Figure 1, while the other wash tub 
will stand on slats 32 and 33 connecting the 
supporting legs 29 of the auxiliary frame 24. 
In order to store away the bench the auxil 

iary frame 24 is first folded over the top of 
35 
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the main frame with the runners 26 resting 
on both main runners 11 and then the braces 
34 are swung downwardly, permitting the 
supporting legs 29 to swing down upon the 
beams 26 of the auxiliary frame. The bench 
is then stood on end and the braces 20 folded 
in similar manner permitting the supporting 
legs 16 to fold down along the main frame 
and the braces 20 of the other supporting 
legs 18 to be folded in a similar manner, 
also permitting the swinging of the legs 18 
to lie along the under side of the runners 
11. When folded flat in this manner the 
bench will take up very little space, so that 
it may conveniently be stowed away in a 
closet or Wardrobe. - 
The reason for placing the Supporting 

legs 18 further in from the end of the 
frame than the supporting legs 16, is to 
make room for the auxiliary frame 26, so 
that the latter may be attached as close as 
possible to one end of the main frame, and 
it is also evident that with the Supporting 
legs 18 in this position they will furnish a 
firiner support for the auxiliary frame when 
in use. - 
As already stated the entire structure may 

be made of pine or other wood, or it may 
be made entirely of iron, or it may be con 

tained in the locality 
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structed of part iron and part wood, de 
pending on which material can be best ob 

where the benches are 
built. 
Having thus described the invention, 

what is claimed as new is: 
1. A bench for wash tubs comprising a 

main frame, end supports for the frame and 
hinged braces between the main frame and 
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the supports permitting the folding of the 
latter under the main frame, an auxiliary 
frame having hinged connection with the 
upper side of the main frame, a hinged 
support at the end of the auxiliary frame 
and folding braces between the auxiliary 
frame and the hinged support, said frames 
including side runners and slats connecting 
said runners, holding the latter in parallel 
spaced relation, said slats being spaced to 
form a base for a tub and permitting the 
housing of the auxiliary frame between 
them when said auxiliary frame is folded 
Over the top of the main frame. 
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2. A bench for wash tubs comprising a 
main frame, end supports for the frame 
and hinged braces between the main frame 
and the supports permitting the folding of 
the latter under the main frame, an auxil 
iary frame having hinged connection with 
the upper side of the main frame, a hinged 
Support at the end of the auxiliary frame 
and folding braces between the auxiliary 
frame and the hinged support, said frames 
including side runners and slats connecting 
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said runners, holding the latter in parallel 
spaced relation, said slats being spaced to 
form a base for a tub and permitting the 
housing of the auxiliary frame between 
them when said auxiliary frame is folded 
over the top of the main frame, brackets at 
the ends of said frames, said supports 
each including a pair of legs, and suitable 
cross connections for said legs, the width. 
across the legs being substantially identical 
with that of the respective frames. 

3. A bench for wash tubs comprising a 
main frame and an auxiliary frame; each 
of said frames including side runners and 
slats connecting said runners, and holding 
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the latter in spaced parallel relation, said auxiliary frame having hinged connection 
with one of the runners of said main frame 

for each of Said frames and hinged braces 
between said supports and the respective 
frames, permitting the folding of the sup 
ports under the frames, the spacing of the 
slats on said main frame being such that the 
auxiliary frame will fold between them over . 
the top of the main frame. 
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- and adjacent one end thereof; end supports 
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in testimony whereof affix my signature. 

AARON C. HINES. I.s. 


