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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Hexry Hicarx, a citi-
zen of the United St‘ttes, and a resident of
the city of Newport, in the county of Camp-
bell and State of Kentucky, have invented
certain new and useful Tmprovements in
Metallic Fence-Posts, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification.

My invention relates to fence posts made
of sheet metal and formed into a tapering
tube and provided with means integral with
the post for securing the fence wires thereto.

My invention consists of that certain novel
construction and arrangement of parts to be
hereinafter par tlcularlv pointed out and
claimed whereby the wire may be supported
independently of the locking means, in order
to prevent any vertical strain on the locking
tongues by means of which the wires are
locked to the post.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspectlve
view of my improved construction. Fig. 2 is
a side elevatlon of a portion of the post.
Fig. 3 is a cross section. Fig. 4 is a plan
view of a portion of the blank from which
the post is constructed.

The posts are formed from a suitable
blank of sheet metal 1, with its side edges
cut so as te form a tubular post uniformly
tapering from top to bottom when the blank
is bent to shape. One edge of the metal
sheet is turned over at right angles to form
a flange 2 running lengthwise from top to
bottom, and a series of notches 3, 3, are cut
in this flange to receive the fence wires 4, 4,
when the post is constructed. In the oppo-
site longitudinal edge of the blank, a series
of tonoues 5 are cut, corresponding in num-
her to the notches, with one tongue opposite
each notch and with the base of the tongue
at the upper end. The blank is then bent to
tubular shape to form a vertical seam 6, with
the tongues 5 projecting outwardly i in close
pw\mnty to and in register each with its
regpective notch. The posts are then driven
dirvectly into the ground, or where the na-
ture of the ground requires they are set in
suitable post holes and the wires strung
through the notches and under the tongues.
Each tongue is then locked around its re-
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spective wire and the wires are thus secured
to the post.

The flange 2 serves as a very effective
strengthening flange for the post against
bending strains, and the weight of the wires
is entirely supported by the flange. The
tongues serve to lock the wires against lat-
eral displacement, while the strain of any
weight upon the wires is not carried by the
locking tongues but by the flange. In addi-
tion to this, inasmuch as the locking tongues
are cut only from the edge of the metallic
blank, the body. of the metal is not
weakened, as is usually the case where the
tongues are struck up from the body of the
bhnh Moreover, when the fence wires are
locked in place, the tube itself is prevented
from springing open at the seam. Inasmuch
as the tongues open downwardly while the
notches open in an upwardly direction, a
much more secure method of attaching the
wires to the posts is provided than is the
case where the attaching tongues open up-
wardly, as is necessary “where the locking
tongues support the wire.

wamo thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by ILet-
ters Patent, is:—

1. A metallic fence post made from a
blank of suitable sheet metal bent to form
a tube, with one side edge of the blank
formed with a right antﬂed flange, notches
in the flange %dwpted o support a fence
wire, with ton@ues cut in the opposite edge
of the blank ‘1d] oining the respective notohes
in the flange to lock “around the fence wire
and hold it from displacement.

2. A metallic fence post made from a
blank of suitable sheet metal bent to form a
tube with one side edge of the blank formed
with a right angled ﬁqnoe notches in the
flange qdapted to support a fence wire, with
tonoues cut in the opposite edge of the
blank adjoining the respective notches in
the flange, said tongues projecting from
above downwardly to lock around the wire
from above to press and hold the wire in the
supporting notches.

HENRY HIGGIN.

Attest:

Herex L. Arcrnorz,
Axwa F. Dipnsr.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
‘Washington, D, C.”
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