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Application filed December 12, 1881,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Lyox P. Ross, a citizen
of the United States, residing in the city of
Rockford, in the county of . Winnebago and
State of Illinois, have invented a new and use-
ful Cabinet Foldmg Desk, of which the follow-
ing is a specification,

My invention relates to desks mainly em-
ployed in offices in the transaction of business;
and its objeot is to produce a desk of great ca-
pacity, containing a great variety and large
number of comparrments in small compass,
and capable of use as a sitting and standing
desk. To this end I have designed and con-
stracted the cabinet - desk represented in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is an isometrical representation of
my improved cabinet - desk in its closed posi-
tion and in the form to be used as a standing-
desk. "Fig. 2 is an isometrical representation

of the desk with the npper portion and a por-

tion of one of the ends cut away to reveal the
locking mechanism, and Fig. 3 is an isometri-
cal representation of a portion of the vertical
post of the locking mechanism.

The lower portion of my improved cabinet-
desk is substantially the same as some desks
to be found in the trade, consisting of end por-
tions of pedestal form, one of which, as at A,
is fitted with drawers «, b, ¢, and d, and the
pedestal B is mainly of closet form, the interior
of which may be fitted in any convenient man-
ner with drawers or with vertical or transverse
compartments, and its front is fitted with a
door, ¢, having-a sunitable hinge-support. This
pedestal is also provided with a drawer, f

~ These pedestals are separated a proper dis-
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tance,having their rear portions connected by
a central recessed closet, (J, and its recessed
front provided with a suitable door, 2, mount-
ed to swingoun its hinged connection, Thein-
terior of this closet may be fitted in any con-
venient manner with drawers, transverse or
vertical divisions, or both, to separate it into
divisible compartments. The pedestals are
connected on their front edge by means of a
suitable bar, 2/, which spans the central recess
between them and overlaps their front edges.

At k' are transverse bars, having their front
ends suitably joined to the rear edge of the
front bar, 2/, from which they extend rearward,
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having' their rear ends suitably fixed to arear
bar or to the back of the desk.
At i is represented a drawer placed in the

center, between the end pedesta's and immedi-

ately under the draw writing-table,  *
Atkarerepresanted grooved slideways, fixed

in a suitable vertical position to the inner side

of the back of the desk. ,

At k' are represented T-formed slide - bars,
fitted to move freely in the vertical slideways.
Totheseslide-barsare fixed,atproperintervals,
hook - formed clasps &/, of suitable conforma-

tion to overlap the upper edge of the rearend

of the drawers when slid down, as represented
in the dotted lines. The upper ends of these
vertical slides are connected by means of a suit-
able horizountal bar, &'/,

At 1 are 1eplebented spiral springs plaoed
at proper intervals under the horizontal bar
I, employed to support the slides in their ele-
vated position, but in such a mauner as to per-
mit them to be depressed to lock the drawers
when closed.

At I are represented bars having theu‘ for-
ward ends pivoted at I/ to the edge portion of
the transverse bars '/, from which point they
extend rearward, and are connected to the un-
der side of the horizontal bar &/’ in a manner
to permit a free vertical movement of the lock-
ing mechanism.

At D are represented the end portions of the
writing-table, which are fixed to the pedestals
on the outer ends of the cabinet, having their
edge portions projecting beyond the pedestal,
on the ends and front thereof, ‘

At Il is represented the draw writing-table,
fitted to slide back and forth between its fixed
end portions, and on its rear edgle is the upris-
ing portion m, to becarried with the movements
of the draw- tflble The front edge of this dfaw-
table and the front aud end e(l% portions of
its ixed ends are of round or other suitable
form, and are the crowning member of the ped-
estal or lower portion of the cabinet, By this

.eonstruaction it will be seen that the inward or

rearward sliding movement of the table will
operate to depress the pivoted levers I/, which,
by means of their connection with the horizon-
tal bar k", will depress the slide - bars. ¥/, to
which it is fixed, causing the hook - clasps &,
fixed to the vertical sliding bars, to engage the
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rear ends of the drawers to lock them in their
closed position, and the forward movement of
the draw-table will relieve the pivoted levers
and permit the vertical slides to rise under the
action of the spiral springs to unlock the draw-
ers.

TIam aware that folding desks havebeeun con-
structed in which the top section was folded
overand against the fized section, thereby com-
pleting an even flat top for use when closed,
and also in which locking devices have been
used and operated by the downward action of
a rolling top. I therefore do not claim such
construction, broadly, my invention relating to
an improved form of the top section, and also

YL,TIT

to improvements in the locking devices, in
which the draw writing-table, by an independ-
ent horizontal movement, operates the locking
devices.

What T claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

In acabinet-desk, the draw-table E and bars
k', in combination with the pivoted inclined
bars I, secured to the connecting-bar '/, and
the slide-bars %/, provided with clasps &’/, and
the guides %, as shown and described.

' LYON P. ROSS.

Witnesses: R

A. O, BEHEL,
JACOB BEHEL.
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