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This invention relates to a casket, and particularly to
the sealing means between the two separate hinged top
sections or lids of the casket, o
© It is customary in caskets of the type having two sep-
arate ‘hinged top sections or lids, one for the head end
of the casket and the other for the foot end thereof, to
provide, in addition to marginal sealing means extending
entirely around the margin of the body of the casket and
cooperating with the top or lid sections, a sealing means
between the two top sections or lids and extending trans-
versely of the casket.

Ordinarily the sealing means between the two top sec-
tions or lids of the casket includes a transverse’gasket
mounted on a rigid portion of one of the top sections or
lids and engaged by a rigid portion of the othér top sec-
tion or lid when the two sections are in closed position
relative to the casket. T T

In the usval arrangement the rigid gasket supporting
portion on the one top section or lid forms the structural
transverse support for the other top section or lid when
the sections are in closed position. However, unless the
interrelated transverse portions of the two top sections
or lids are accurately complementary to one another a
perfect transverse seal may not be effected between the
two sections or lids when closed. ’

If the interrelated transverse portions of the two top
sections or lids are not accurately complementary in shape
to each other the only compensation for the inaccuracies
is the compressibility of the rigidly supported gasket itself.
" An object of the invention is to provide in a casket
of the type having two hinged top sections or lids, im-
proved and novel means carried by one top section or lid
and engaged by the other top section or lid when the lids
are closed and forming a transverse floating structural
support and sealing means between the top sections or
lids. = ’

Another object is to provide in a casket construction
an improved and novel transverse supporting and sealing
means between the two top sections or lids of a casket
and which means is carried by one section or lid and is
self-compensating to accurately conform to the cooperat-
ing portion of the other top section or lid which engages
it when the lids are closed and are drawn into tight seal-
ing engagement with the marginal sealing means between
the lids and the body of the casket.

A more specific object of the invention is to provide
in a casket of the type having two hinged top sections or
lids a floating transverse bridge carried by one of the top
sections or lids and with said bridge mounting a sealing
gasket engageable by a portion of the other top section
or lid when the lids are closed and are drawn into sealing
engagement with the body of the casket, wherefore the
floating bridge forms a transverse structural support for
the top sections or lids while the floating movement of
the bridge, together with the compressibility of the gasket
carried thereby, provides for accurate sealing adaptation
of the gasket to the contour of the cooperating portion
of the other top section or lid, thus effecting an improved
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f’?{d efficient hermetic seal between the two top sections or
ids. : R
- A further object of the invention is to provide ap ar:
rangement such as referred to in the last named object
and wherein the opposite ends of the floating bridge en-
gage positive supporting means carried by the casket body
to provide for structural strength while the opposite ends
of the gasket carried by the bridge extend beyond the
opposite ends of the bridge for sealing engagement with
gasket means located on the upper margin of the casket

“body. ’

Further and additional objects and advantages inherent
in ‘the invention and not explicitly recited above will ‘bes
come apparent hereinafter during the detailed description
of an embodiment of the invention which is illustrated in
the accompanying drawings forming a part of this speci-
fication and wherein, ' ‘ -

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a casket embodying the
invention with the top section or lid at the head end of
the casket in raised or open position while the top section
or lid at the foct end of the casket is in closed position.

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary view, partly in plan and partly
in horizontal section, of the casket shown in Fig. 1 and
is taken through the closed top section or lid at the foot
end of the casket and substantially on irregular line 2—2
of Fig. 3 looking in the direction of the arrows. '

Fig. 3 is a vertical transverse séction through the casket
and is taken substantially on line 3—3 of Fig. 2 looking
in the direction of the arrows. ) s

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary vertical longitudinai section
taken substantially on line 4—4 of Fig. 3 looking in the
direction of the arrows, and

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 4 but on a reduced scale
and shows the top section or lid at the head end of the
casket closed and engaging the sealing means mounted on
the floating bridge that'is carried by the top section or lid
at the foot end of the casket. ’

The casket body 18 can be of any desired or usual
construction and the upper marginal end of the walls of
the body mounts a marginal sealing means 11 in the
form of a suitable sealing gasket as will be well under-
stood in the art and which may have substantially the
form of the marginna] sealing gasket shown in the McEwan
Patent No. 2.533,827, December 12, 1950.

The casket inc'udes a hinged top section or lid 12 at
the head end of the casket and a hinged top section or lid
13 at the foot end of the casket as will be well under-
stoad in the art.

The top sections or lids 12 and 13 are hinged along
their rear longitudinal sides to the reer of the casket body
by suitable hinging means such as indicated at 14 in Figs.
1 and 3. B

Ths casket is provided with su'table means for drawing
the top sections or Jids 12 an1 13 when closed into tight
sealing clamving crntact with the marginal sealing means
11. This means for drawing the t~p sections or lids into
clamping contact with the marginal sealing means 11
may take anv preferred form and per se constitutes no
part of the invention.

The means just referred to may include headed pull
down studs 15 on the marginal front I~ngitudinal portions
of the lids 12 and 13. The studs 15 when the lids afe
closed enter draw down devices 16 carried by the longi-
tudinal marginal porticn of the front side of the caskeét
body 10 and operated in unison fr-m the foot end .of
the casket by suitable operating means not shown. A
suitable draw down arrangement of the character just re-
ferred to is shown in sa'd Patent 2,533,827 and also in
Purkiss Patent 2,284,921, issued June 2, 1942. i
" The adjacznt ends of the top secticns or lids 12 and
13 are provided, respectively, with end plates 17 and 18,
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which when the top sections or lids are in closed position
will lie closely adjacent and parallel to each other.

The lower edge of the end plate 18 of the top section
or lid 13 is provided at the rear and front of the lid with
straight portions 18 and 185 merging into the plane of
the marginal sides of the lids and bearing upon the mar-
ginal sezl.ng means 11 of the body 10 when the lids are
in closed pos:tion.

The inner ends of the straight portions 184 and 18b
of the end plate 18 connect with upwardly inclined edge
porticns 18¢ and 18d, respectively. The inner ends of
the inclined edge portions 18c and 184 of the end plate
18 interconnect with a stra'ght edge portion 18e which
is parallel to the straight edge portions 184 and 18b.

The lower edge of the end plate 18 has an inturned
flange 19 extending toward the fcot end of the casket and
shaped to conform to the straight and inclined portions
of the lower edge of the plate 18. The free edge of the
flange 19 may be provided with an upturned flange 20.

The flange 19 is provided with a series of openings 21,
see Fig. 4, spaced apart transversely of the top section
or lid 13 and in the preferred form of construction as
presently contemplated therewill be three of these open-
ing although this number of openings may be varied.

The flange 19 supports beneath it the floating bridge 22.
This floating bridge is an upwardly facing channel mem-
ber having the same general configuration as the lower
edge of the end plate 18 but spaced downwardly from
said edge. The stra'ght portions of the floating bridge
22 which are ben:zath the straight portions 182 and 185
of the end plate 18 are substantially shorter in length
than said straight portions 18a and 185 for a purpose later
to be explained.

The floating bridge 22 is of a width such that it under-
lies that part of the flange 19 which is adjacent to the
end plate 18 but extends beyond the end plate 18 toward
the head end of the casket so as to also underlie the top
section or lid 12 when the lids are closed as will later
become more apparent.

The width of the floating bridge 22 approximately is
such that it will underlie that half of the width of the

- flange 19 adjacent to the end plate 18 and half of the
width of a similar flange on the end plate 17 and later
to be referred to, although it will be understood that the
width of the floating bridge 22 could vary so as to have
a somewhat different relationship with respect to the
widths of said flanges.

The floating bridge 22 has secured to it a series of up-
wardly extending bolts 23 which pass through the open-
ings 21 in the flange 19 previously referred to, there being
in the present embodiment three of the bolts 23, two of
which are shown in Figs. 2 and 3 while the third would
be located in the broken away central portions of said
figures.

The bolts 23 are secured to the upper side of the bot-

tom of the channel-shaped floating bridge a relatively
substantial distance to one side of the longitudinal center
line of the bridge for a purpose later to become apparent.
The bolts 23 are provided with relatively thin heads 24
which are welded or otherwise secured to the upper side
of the bottom wall of the floating bridge.

The channel-shapzd float'ng bridge 22 mounts a seal-
ing means 25, later to be referred to more in detail, and
which sealing means is substantially rectangular in cross
section and preferably is formed of a compressible natural
or synthetic rubber adhered to the floating bridge by a
suitable adhes’ve or cement. The flange on the left-hand
side of the bridg: 22, as viewed in Fig. 4, is of less height
than the other flange of the bridge to provide for greater
compressibility of the sealing means 25 that is adjacent
thereto.

The bolts 23 extend through the sealing means 25 as
well as the opsnings 21 and their upper ends project
above the flange 19 and mount thereon washers 26 and
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nuts 27. When the floating bridge is secured to the
flange 19 the nuts 27 are not tightly screwed down on
the bolts 23 and, in fact, are only screwed down enough
to bring the upper side of the sealing means 25 into en-
gagement with the flange 10 and such that they can be
unscrewed manually by the fingers.

In view of the fact that the nuts 27 are not firmly
tightened down on the bolts and there is a clearance be-
tween the wall of the open'ngs 21 and the circumference
of the bolts the floating bridge 22 can have limited rock-
ing movement in multiple directions relative to the flange
19, it being recalled that said bolts are located a substan-
tial distance to one side of the longitudinal center line of
the floating bridge whereby certain of said rocking move-
ments will have a relatively long radius.

The opposite straight end portions of the floating bridge
22 do not engage the marg'nal sealing means 11 when
the top section 13 is in closed position but are supported
by the horizontal arms of the angle brackets 28, the verti-
cal arms cf which are rigidly secured to the inner sides
of the rear and front side walls of the body 10. These
angle brackets 28 provide a structural support for the
opposite ends of the float’'ng bridge when the top section
13 is closed but do not prevent the floating bridge from
having said limited rocking movements.

The marginal sealing means 11 substantially midway
of the longitudinal length thereof at the rear and the
front s'des of the body 10 is cut away and substantially
rectangular s-aling means 29 are vulcanized to the ends
of the sealing means 11 and are secured to the marginal
upper edge of the rear and front walls of the body 10.
These sealing members 29 on their inner longitudinal
edges and substantially midway of the ends of the mem-
bers are provided with extension portions 29a which over-
lie and engage a portion of the horizontal arms of the
anele brackets 28. The opposite ends of the floating
bridge engage the pcrtions 2% adjacent their free ends
and compress the same. The extension portions 29a and
the sealing members 29 are molded to have a rectangular
cress sect’on.

The sealing members 29 also are provided on their
upper sides and in alignment with the portions 29a of
the members in the transverse direction of the bedy with
slight depressions or recesses 30 which are indicated for
illustrative purposes as of rectangular configuration.

The opposite ends of the sealing means 25 where said
means extends beyond the opposite ends of the floating
bridee 22 have their undersides formed on a radius as
clearly indicated in Fig. 3. Also the opposite ends of
the sealing means 25 terminate in very thin portions
which may be termed feather portions as indicated at
254 in Fig. 3 and which thin portions overlie the depres-
sions or recesses 30 in the sealing members 29 for a
purpose later to become clear.

The end plate 17 of the top section or lid 12 has its
lower edge shaped substantially the same as the lower
edge of the end plate 18 of the lid 13 and said lower
edge of the end plate 17 is provided with a similarly
contoured flange 31 extending laterally of the end plate
toward the head end of the casket.

We may now assume that the section or lid 13 is in
closed position and that the top section or lid 12 is
swung downwardly to closed position. This movement
of the lid 12 brings the flange 31 of the end plate 17 of
the lid into engagement with the sealing means 25. Also
the studs 15 of the lid 12 enter their cooperating draw
down devices 16 and when the devices 16 are operated
in unison from the foot end of the body the lids 12
and 13 will be drawn down tightly into sealing engage-
ment with the marginal sealing means 11.  Also the flange
31 will be drawn into tight engagement with the sealing
means 25 and will exert a compressing force on said
sealing means.

Although the flange 31 is intended to be complemen-
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tary to the sealing means 25 and the floating bridge 22
it may not have the same engaging contact with' the
sealing means 25 throughout the entire length thereof
and if this is the situation the sealing means 25, due fo
its compressibility and because of the universal rocking
or adapting movements of which the floating bridge is
susceptible, will conform itself to the entire area of the
flange 31 to provide a complete and efficient seal there-
between. Also the drawing down of the lids 12 and 13
by the draw down devices 16 will press the curved under
surfaces of the opposite ends of the sealing mieans 25
into close sealing engagement with the upper surfaces
of the extensions 29a of the sealing members 29. Fur-
thermore, the drawing down of the lids 12 and 13 will
exert pressure on the thin or feathered end portions 254
at the opposite ends of the sealing means 25 and cause
said end portions to be pressed into the depressions or
recesses 30 of the sealing members 29. Consequently
an effective hermetic seal is provided transversely of
the casket between the top sections or lids 12 and 13
and also between the same, the opposite ends of the seal-
ing means 25 and the sealing members 29 at the front
and rear marginal locations of the body.

From the foregoing description it will be noted that
the novel floating bridge 22 which carries the transverse
sealing means 25 provides for self-adaptation of the seal-
ing means 25 to the contour of the flange 31 on the
end plate 17 of the lid 12 to assure a perfect seal between
the lid> 12 and 13 transversely of the casket. Not only
does the floating bridge 22 perform this function but it
also performs the function of a transverse structural
supporting element for the lids 12 and 13, thus imparting
stability and strength to the casket.

Although a preferred embodiment of the invention
has been illustrated and described herein it will be under-
stood that the invention is susceptible of various modi-
fications and adaptations within the scope of the appended
claims.

Having thus described our invention what we claim is:

1. In a casket of the type having a body provided on
its upper marginal edge with sealing means, separate top
lid sections hinged to said body at the rear longitudinal

. side thereof and covering when closed the head and foot

portions of said body, sealing means extending around
said upper marginal edge of said body and engageable
by said top lid sections when closed, and cooperating
means carried by said top lid sections and said body at
the front side thereof for drawing said lid sections into
sealing engagement with said sealing means; a combined
transverse seal and support at the adjacent ends of said
lid sections when the latter are in closed position and
comprising a bridge separate from said sections and ex-
tending transversely of the body and of a width to under-
lie the adjacent ends of both of said lid sections, means
operatively connecting said bridge to one of said lid sec-
tions to have limited floating or self-adapting movement
relative to said lid sections, and a sealing gasket carried
by said bridge on the upper side thereof and engaging
said lid sections when closed and of a length such as to
extend beyond the opposite ends of said bridge and seal-
ingly engaged said sealing means on the upper marginal
edge of said body.

2. In a casket as defined in claim 1 and wherein said
body is provided adjacent its upper marginal edge and
inwardly of its rear and front sides with positive sup-
porting members, while the opposite ends of said bridge
are supported by said members when said one top lid
section is closed.

3. In a casket as defined in claim 2 and wherein the
sealing means on the upper marginal edge of said body
at the front and rear thereof is provided with inwardly
extending portions overlying a part of said supporting
members, while the opposite ends of said bridge engage
and compress said portions and the opposite ends of said
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sealing gasket which extend beyond the opposite ends of
said bridge have their under surfaces curved and engaged
with the upper surfaces of said inwardly extending por-
tions of said sealing means. S
4. In a casket as defined in claim 3 and wherein said
sealing means on the upper marginal edge of said body
outwardly of said inwardly projecting portions of said
sealing means at the rear and front sides of the body is
provided with depressions, while ‘the opposite ends of
said sealing gasket are reduced in thickness to provide
substantially feathered ends and which ends overlie said
depressions. ‘ ’

5. In a casket of the type having a body, separate top
lid sections hinged to said body at the rear longitudinal
side thereof and covering when closed the head and foot
portions of said body,- sealing means extending around
the upper marginal edge of said body and engageable by
said top lid sections when closed, and cooperating means
carried by said top lid sections and by said body at the
front side thereof for drawing said lid sections into tight
sealing engagement with said sealing means; a combined
transverse seal and support at the adjacent ends of said
lid sections when the latter are closed and comprising an
end plate on the inner end of the top lid section for the
foot portion of said body and extending transversely of
the body and having on its lower edge a flange extending
toward the foot end of the body and provided with a
series of openings spaced apart transversely of the body,
a bridge extending transversely of the body and of sub-
stantially the same configuration as the lower edge of
said end plate and said flange and underlying that portion
of the flange that is adjacent to said end plate and extend-
ing beyond said lower edge toward the head portion of
the body, said bridge having secured to it upwardly ex-
tending bolts passing through said openings in said fange
with a clearance, a sealing gasket substantially of the
same width as said bridge carried by the latter and with
said bolts extending through said gasket, nuts cn said
bolts tightened sufficiently to engage said gasket with
said flange but sufficiently loose to permit floating or self-
adapting movement of said bridge and gasket relative to
sajd flange and said end plate, the other of said lid sec-
tions being provided on its inner end with a similarly
shaped end plate having a flange extending toward the
head end of the body and engaging said sealing gasket
when said lid sections are closed, said sealing gasket being
of a length so as to extend beyond the opposite ends of
said bridge and sealingly engage said sealing means on
the upper marginal edge of said body.

6. In a casket as defined in claim 5 and wherein said
body is provided adjacent its upper marginal edge and
inwardly of its rear and front sides with positive sup-
porting members, while the opposite ends of said bridge
are supported by said members when the top lid section
for the foot portion of said body is closed.

7. In a casket as defined in claim 6 and wherein the
sealing means on the upper marginal edge of said body
at the front and rear thereof is provided with inwardly
extending portions overlying a part of said supporting
members, while the opposite ends of said sealing gasket
which extend beyond the opposite ends of said bridge
have their under surfaces curved and engaged with the
upper surfaces of said inwardly extending portions of
said sealing means,

8. In a casket as defined in claim 7 and wherein said
sealing means on the upper marginal edge of said body
outwardly of said inwardly projecting portions of said
sealing means at the rear and front sides of the bedy is
provided with depressions, while the opposite ends of
said sealing gasket are reduced in thickness to provide
substantially feather ends and which ends overlie said
depressions,

9. In a casket as defined in claim 5 and wherein said
bridge is of upwardly facing channel shape while said
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sealing gasket fills said channel and is substantially rec-
tangular in cross section.

10. In a casket as defined in ‘claim 9 and wherein said
bridge at its opposite ends is formed with straight por-
tions connected at their inner ends to inclined portions
which in turn are connected at their inner ends to an
intermediate straight portion parallel to said straight end
portions, while the flange on the end plate of said lid sec-
tion for the head portion of the body is of the same con-
figuration as said bridge.

11. In a casket as defined in claim 9 and wherein one
side wall of said bridge is of less height than the other
side wall thereof to provide for increased compressibility
of said sealing gasket adjacent said one side wall.

12. In a casket as defined in claim 1 and wherein the

3

means operatively connecting the bridge to one of said
1id sections is located a substantial distance to one side
of the longitudinal center line of said bridge to provide
a relatively large radius rocking movement of said bridge
in a direction transversely of the bridge.

13. In a casket as defined in claim 5 and wherein said
upwardly extending bolts secured fo said bridge are lo-

. cated a substantia] distance to one side of the longitudi-
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nal center line of said bridge to provide for a large radius
floating movement of the bridge.
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