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To all chon it may concern: - 
Be it known that we, JAMEs H. MEEK and 

GEORGE W. MEEK, residing at Denison, in the 
county of Grayson and State of Texas, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Cradles, of which the follwing is a specification. 
Our invention has for its object to provide 

a hanging cradle suspended from its support 
ing-frame in such a manner as to render it 
capable of vertical, lengthwise, and sidewise 
movements, such supporting-frame and cra 

I5 

25 

35 

dle being arranged in such a manner where 
by the cradle is capable of being moved, as 
stated, in an easy, uniform, and steady mo 
tion without the danger of tilting over. 
Our invention also has for its object to pro 

vide a cradle of the kind stated in which the 
Cradle and its supporting-frame are so ar 
ranged that the frame may be folded up to 
be set aside without the necessity of remov 
ing the cradle from the frame or detaching 
any of the eomponent parts of the frame. 
To these ends our invention consists in the 

peculiar combination and novel arrangement 
of parts, all of which will be hereinafter fully 
described in the annexed specification, and 
particularly pointed out in the claims, refer 
ence being had to the 
ings, in which- - 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of our in 
proved cradle. Fig. 2 is a transverse section 
thereof; and Fig. 3 is a similar section show ing the supporting-frame folded up. 
The main supporting-frame consists of the 

crossed bars AA, which are held together by 
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means of a rod B, the central or body por 
tion of which is disposed at a point below 
the axial connection of the bars, for a purpose 
hereinafter explained, while the outer ends 
thereof are bent up, as at bb, and formed into 
outwardly-extending axle portions l'b', upon 
which the said arms are mounted, such arms 
being held thereon by the nuts band wash 
ers b, as shown. The lower ends of the op 
posite pair of bars A are braced and con 
niected with each other by the brace-rods CC, 

so 
which are securely held to such arms by the 
jam-nuts c c, and the upper ends of each set 
of the said bars A A are limited in their out 
ward movement by means of the chains D D, 

accompanying draw 

which are secured to the said bars A, 
shown in Fig. 1. 
Upon the upper end of each of the arms A 

are secured goose-neck castings E, formed 
with hook members f, to which are secured 
the upper ends of the four supporting-springs 
F, the lower ends of which are connected to 
eyes g, disposed at the four corners of the cra 
dle-body G, which may be of any preferred 
shape, and is provided with the usual re 
straining-strap G' near its head portion. 
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To form a secure fastening, the ends of the . . 
springs F are secured to the hooks e and the 
eyes g, as most clearly shown in Fig. 1, by 
reference to which it will be seen the ends 
f' of the loop fare bent in and inserted into 
the coiled portion, which holds the ends f' 
from pulling out. It will be noticed that by 
suspending the cradle-body in the manner 
shown it is capable of movement in almost 
every direction, and by securing the springs 
to the four corners thereof it is securely held 
from tipping over and its movement is ren 
dered more uniform and at the same time 75 provides a support of considerable strength. . 
H indicates a cord, which is secured to the 

bottom of the cradle-body and is passed un 
der a sheave I and out to one side to within 
convenient reach of the operator, and to pre 
vide for imparting a vertical movement to 
the cradle the sheave I is swivelly mounted 
in a bracket member b, formed centrally of 
and integral with the rod B, as most clearly 
shown in Fig. 3, and to hold the cordin place 
on the sheave I, as it is turned to the position 
desired, a guard, J is provided, which is se 
cured to the sheave-shanki, as shown. It 
will be also noticed that when the cord H is 
pulled in the direction indicated by the ar 
row the cradle is drawn down toward the pull 
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ley I, such movement being permitted by the 
rod B being bent in the manner beforestated, 
and by releasing the cord the tensile strain 
on the springs will draw the cradle upward. 
K indicates a cord secured to the side of 

the cradle, by means of which it can be moved 
95 

sidewise, the sidewise pullon a pair of springs 
serving to produce a tensile strain sufficient 
to pull the body back to its normal position. 
L indicates pivoted hooks secured to the 
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cross-bars A, as shown, and which are ar 
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ranged to hook into openings b in the rod B 
and lock the frame to its open position. 
When it is desired to set the cradle aside, 

the hooks L are lifted from engagement with 
the rod B and the arm closed into the posi 
tion shown in Fig. 3, which movement is ac 
complished without removing the body G or 
detaching any of the parts of the frame. 
Having thus described our invention, what 

Yelin, and desire to secure by Letters Pat ent, s 
1. A swinging cradle comprising the fold 

ing end bars A, the cross-bar B, having a de 
pressed portion b, and end projections b, 
forming the pivotal axes for the bars A, the 
catches L., pivoted to the end bars and adapt 
ed to engage the depressed, part b of the bar 
B, the cradle G, and the spring-suspensions 

F, connecting the cradle with the upper ends 
of the arms, all arranged substantially as 
shown, and for the purpose described. 

2. The combination, with the crossed bars 
AA, the rod B, having a depressed portion b, 
and projections b, forming the axial bearing 
for the bars AA, and with a lateral extension 
b', the cradle G, and the spring connections 
F, of the sheaves I, swiveled on the extension 
b of the bars B, the guard or shield J, and the 
cordi H, secured to the bottom of the cradle 
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and passed under the sheave, substantially 3o 
as shown, and for the purpose described. . . 

JAMES H. MEEK. 
GEORGE W. MEEK. 

Witnesses: - 

H. S. DECKRR, 
WALTER FAIRES. 


