
Aug. 5, 1941. R. S. SANFORD 2,251,638 
SHELE BRACKET 

Filed Jan. 21, 1938 

2-le 
S. 

w aa. 

Z9 

52, Ye 

t 

2"Ol Esse 

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  



Patented Aug. 5, 1941 2,251,638 

UNITED STATES PATENT O FF ICE - 
SELE BRACKET 

Roy S. Sanford, Oakville, Conn., assignor to The 
Incorporated, Oakville, 

Conn., a corporation of Connecticut 
Application January 21, 1938, Serial No. 186,938 

(C. 248-241) 

Autoyre Company, 

2 Claims. 

This invention relates to a shelf bracket and 
has special reference to a means for supporting 
shelves" of varying widths on a wall in a manner 
to accommodate lack of unifornity of the 
Shelves. 
More particularly, this invention relates to "an 

adjustable shelf bracket comprising a metal 
frame. having a wall-engaging portion and an 
angularly extending shelf-engaging portion with 
a brace connected therebetween, there preferably 
being a slide frictionally engaging the shelf-en 
gaging portion and extensible therefrom for ac 
commodating, shelves of varying widths. Also, 
the brace may be adjustably connected between 
the wall and the shelf-engaging portion to obtain 
a desired position of fixed adjustment therebe 
tWeen. When the bracket is fixed to the Wall. 

Shelves of wood and even of metal or glass 
are not always uniform. and, in fact, quite fre 
quently the bracket-engaging portions thereof 
may lie in Separate planes. A popular type of 
shelf glass now commercially exploited by chain 
stores has a so-called "bulb' edge and is thereby 
non-uniform. as to thickness. The glass may be 
warped or twisted in a manner. Such that it 
would not rest on shelf-engaging portions of 
brackets lying in a common plane. Wood, of 
course, is known to warp when damp, and sheet 
metal likewise may obtain a twist in its manu 
facture or handling, all of which necessitate 
brackets which in order to prevent instability 
of the shelf must be shaped to conform to the 
shelf rather than the shelf conform to the 
brackets. 

Lengthwise Warp or twist of a shelf has been 
accommodated in the present invention by means 
of an adjustable brace between the shelf-engag 
ing portion and the Wall-engaging portion of the 
bracket. Irregularities across the width of the 
shelf are accommodated by means of the provi 
Sion of Seats at each end of the shelf-supporting 
portion of the bracket, the seats being raised 
above the level of the body portion thereof. 
Varying widths of the shelf are accommodated 
by means of a frictional slide engaging the shelf 
Supporting portion of the bracket. Thus all con 
ditions tending to instability of the shelf, whether 
across the width of the shelf or extending length 
Wise of the shelf, are obviated in the present 
invention. Also, the present invention contem 
plates uniformity of size as to the bracket while 
accommodating Various Widths of shelves. 
One of the objects of the present invention is 

to provide a bracket of the type hereinabove 
noted wherein the brace connected between the 
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wall and shelf-engaging portions of the bracket 
is adjustable to support in a stable manner a 
shelf having bracket-engaging Surfaces which lie 
in different planes. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a shelf bracket of the type above noted, having 
an extensible slide for accommodating shelves of 
Various widths. 
A still further object of this invention is to 

provide a shelf bracket of the type indicated 
above wherein the shelf-engaging portion of the 
bracket is provided with seats at the ends thereof 
raised above the level of the main body portion 
So as to accommodate shelves of irregular Sur 
face conformations. 

It is also an object of this invention to provide 
a shelf bracket as hereinbefore recited wherein 
the brace is formed of spaced wire members for 
permitting direct access to the securing means 
for the Wall-engaging portion of the bracket. 
Other objects and advantages of this invention 

will hereinafter be more particularly pointed out 
and for a more complete understanding of the 
characteristic features of this invention, refer 
ence may-now-be-had to the following description 
when taken together with the accompanying 
drawings, in which latter: 

Figure l is a side elevational view partially in 
section of a shelf-bracket incorporating the fea 
tures of this invention and showing a shelf in 
section disposed thereon with the bracket being 
secured to a wall; 

Fig. 2...is a front view partially in section taken 
on the line 2-2 of Fig. ; and - 

Fig. 3 is an underneath view partially in sec 
tion taken on the line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 

Referring now to the drawing and more par 
ticularly to Figs. 1 to 3, inclusive, thereof, the 
shelf bracket shown therein and incorporating 
the features of this invention comprises a wall 
engaging portion 5 having an angularly ex 
tending shelf-engaging portion 6. A brace 7 
is connected between the wall and shelf-engag 
ing portions for reinforcing the bracket. A slide 
8 frictionally engages the shelf-engaging por 

tion 6 and is extensible therefrom for accom 
modating shelves, such as the glass shelf 9, 
of varying widths. 
The wall-engaging portion 5 of the bracket 

is preferably formed of a strip of sheet metal 
which is embossed peripherally thereof in order 
that a maximum strength may be obtained from 
a minimum weight of material and also to en 
hance the appearance of the bracket. A hole 20 
is provided adjacent each end of the wall-en 
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gaging portion for the reception of screws 2 or 
Other securing means. 
The shelf-engaging portion 6 is preferably 

formed integrally With the Wall-engaging por 
tion 5, flanges 22 being formed preferably at 
right angles to the main body portion and of an 
Overall dimension in Width to correspond Sub 
stantially to the Width of the Wall-engaging por 
tion so that the edges abut against the peripheral 
Surfaces of the Wall-engaging portion as at A 
to aid in supporting the shelf-engaging portion 
in its angular position. The abutting edge indi 
cated at A may be cut at any angle that is de 
sirable to support the shelf. 
An OutWard extension of the flange 22 is di 

rected inwardly to form opposed channels 23 and 
24, the depth of the channels being of substan 
tially the thickness of the material of the slide 
8 So as to slidably receive and thereby permit 
an adjustment of the slide to accommodate 
shelves of various widths. The outer end of the 
shelf-engaging portion of the bracket is formed 
With in Wardly directed cooperating fingers 25 
and 26 which meet substantially centrally of 
the width of the shelf-engaging portion and are 
preferably inclined in a direction toward the 
Slide 8 to provide a frictional engagement there 
With. An aperture 2 is formed in the slide 8 
in the path of the cooperating fingers 25 and 26, 
the slide being extensible to a position that the 
fingers 25 and 26 spring into engagement with 
the aperture 27 to limit the outward movement 
Of the slide. 
The shelf 9 in the instance of the drawing is 

shown as being formed of glass provided with 
a bulb edge 28 making the shelf non-uniform as 
to thickness over the width thereof. In order 
that the surface of the shelf may be held level 
and the shelf as a Whole held in a stable condi 
tion, obviating a rocking motion thereof, a seat 
29 is provided in the shelf-engaging portion of 
the bracket adjacent the inner end thereof and 
a seat 30 is provided in the slide adjacent the 
outer end thereof, both seats being raised above 
the level of the remaining body portions respec 
tively thereof. The slide 8 is preferably formed 
at its outer end With a hook-shaped extension 3 
of any desired shape so as to prevent outward 
displacement of the shelf. The hook-shaped ex 
tension of the slide clampingly holds the shelf 
i 9 against the Wall 32 through frictional engage 
ment between the slide and the bracket and, of 
course, the Weight of the shelf, as well as the 
weight of the members which rest thereon, pre 
vents displacement in the other direction, 
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The brace 7 preferably comprises a continu 

ous piece of wire turned back upon itself in a 
spaced relation to provide side bars 33 and end 
bars 34. The end bars 34 shown in the instance 
of the present form are preferably welded re 
spectively to the shelf-engaging portion 6 and 
the wall-engaging portion 5 of the bracket ad 
jacent the respective ends thereof. The wire 7 
is preferably of polygonal cross section for pur 
poses of appearance and also for providing a 
flat surface of substantial width for engagement 
with the respective surfaces of the bracket so 
that a better Weld may be obtained. The Spaced 
relation of the side bars 33 permit direct access 
to the securing means for the bracket, the screw 
2 being directly accessible for the use of a Screw 
driver without any inconvenience Whatsoever. 
While but a single embodiment of this inven 

tion is herein shown and described, it is to be 
understood that various modifications thereof 
may be apparent to those skilled in the art with 
out departing from the Spirit and scope of this 
invention and, therefore, the same is only to be 
limited by the Scope of the prior art and the ap 
pended claims. 

I claim: 
1. An adjustable shelf bracket comprising a 

resilient metal frame having a Wall engaging 
portion and an angularly extending shelf-engag 
ing portion, said shelf-engaging portion having 
integrally formed Opposed channels, a brace con 
nected between said Wall and shelf-engaging por 
tions, a slide engaging the channels of said shelf 
engaging portion and extensible therefrom for 
accommodating shelves of varying widths, and a 
finger formed integrally with said shelf-engag 
ing portion for frictionally engaging said slide 
to resist novement thereof in said channels, said 
finger engaging an aperture in said slide to limit 
the OutWard movement, thereof. 

2. An adjustable shelf bracket conprising a 
frame having a Wall-engaging portion and an 
angularly extending shelf-engaging portion 
formed of a single strip of sheet metal, said 
shelf-engaging portion having longitudinally ex 
tending flanges bent down Wardly from opposed 
edges with one end of each of the flanges there 
of engaging said Wall-engaging portion, the other 
end of each of the flanges being bent inwardly in 
a direction toward each other to form opposed 
channels, and a slide engaging said opposed 
channels and being slidably adjustable therein 
for accommodating shelves of varying widths. 

ROY S. SANFORD. 


