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To all whom it muy concern:

Be it known that we, Harvey C. Gross
and Ira D. Stecrriep, citizens of the United
States, residing at Wadsworth, in the county
of Medina and State of Ohio, have invented

certain new and useful Improvements in |

Account-Files; and we do declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which. it apper-
tains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in account files of that class
in which a carbon copy of the purchase of
each customer is filed showing the total
amount credited to each customer after each
successive purchase. '

With this and other objects in view, the

invention consists of certain novel features .
‘of construction, combination,” and arrange-

ment of parts, as will be more fully de-
scribed and particularly pointed out in the
appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
is a side elevation of the device, partly in
section, Fig. 2 is a horizontal section, taken
on line 2—2 of Fig. 1, Fig. 3 is a front eleva-
tion, on an enlarged scile, Fig. 4 is a cross
section taken on the line 4—4 of Fig. 3,
Fig. 5 is a vertical section taken on the line
5—5 of Fig. 8, IFig. 6 is a similar view taken
on the line 6—6 of Fig. 8, Fig. 7 is a plan
view of one of the leaves removed, Fig. 8 is
a similar view of the opposite side of the
leaf, Fig. 9 is a longitudinal sectional view
of Tig. 7, Fig. 10 is a fragmentary view of
a modified form of leaf, Fig. 11 is a similar
view showing still another modified form of
the leaf, Fig. 12 is a horizontal section on
the line 12—12 of TFig. 8, showing the lock-

ing mechanism for the leaves, Fig. 13 is an.

enlarged sectional view of one end of the
1id and associated parts, and Fig. 14 is a
side elevation of one of the leaf supporting
members.

‘In the embodiment illustrated the device
comprises a casing 1, of approximately rec-
tangular form for containing the several
leaves and mechanisms employed in the op-
eration of the invention. ;

‘The numeral 2 indicates a series of ver-
tieally spaced ‘longitudinally extending
leaves, each ‘of -which- comprises two flat
metallic plates 3 and 4, respectively con-
nected at their onter ends by a connecting

! strip 5, each of the plates being bent and

split at longitudinally spaced points, as at 6,
to form pockets to receive carbon copies of
the purchases of the several customers, said
glates being separated by a central partition

, extending the full length and width of
the same. A rock shaft 8, made in two sec-
tions 9, and of approximately square or
rectangular form in cross section is arranged
between the inner faces and at the inmer
ends of the plates 3 and 4 of each leaf with
the adjacent end of the partition.7 extending
between the sections of the same, the sections
of the rock shaft and the adjacent ends of
the plates and partitions of the several
leaves being riveted or otherwise rigidly
connected together. In the preferred con-
struction of the leaves outstanding pins 10
are formed on the outer faces of the plates
8 and 4 adjacent the pockets to hold the
carbon copies, and springs 11 are attached
to said plates in position to have their free
ends normally engage said pins.

In the modified form of the invention
illustrated in Fig. 10 the springs are made
from pieces of spring wire bent into approxi-
mately U-shape form and are arranged in
position with the arms of the wire soldered,
or otherwise attached to the plates 8 and 4,
the body portions of the wires being in posi-
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tion to normally clamp the carbon copies in -

the adjacent pockets.

In the form of a leaf shown in Fig. 11 the |

carbon copies are held in position by springs
comprising coiled body portions 12, which
are inserted through suitable apertures or
openings 13, formed in the plates 8 and 4
adjacent the pockets, the ends of the body
portions being extended in a common direc-
tion to form arms or engaging portions 14,
to engage under the plates after having
been first bent, however, to form trans-
versely extending clamping arms 15 to
clamp the carbon copies.

In carrying out the invention, obliquely
disposed supporting plates 16, each formed
in 1ts outer edge with a series of longitudi-

‘nally spaced vertically disposed notches or

recesses 17, are screwed, or otherwise at-
tached to the inner faces of the side pieces
18 of the casing 1 at directly opposite points
near the rear end of the casing, the ends of
the rock shafts being reduced as at 19, to
fit in the notches or recesses of the support-
ing members. A pair of rearwardly extend-
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ing laterall .-vspaced ‘supporting rods 20,

- threaded -throughout their lengths are
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screwed into each of the rock shafts, each
.pair of rods being spaced successively a

greater distance ‘apart, beginning with the
top rock shaft to permit either of the pairs
of arms to swing back and forth without
conflicting or engaging with either of the
other pair of such arms. Suitable ball
weights 21, are screwed ‘upon the outer ends
of each pair of supporting rods to counter-
act the weight of the leaf. A rock shaft 22,
is attached to the cover or lid 28 of the cas-
ing at a point adjacent the rear end of the
same, the ends of the shaft extending into
the side pieces of the casing. Rearwardly
extending supporting rods or members 24,
are screwed into said rock shaft, the rear
ends of said rods terminating in hooks or
engaging portions 25, adapted to be engaged
by the upper ends of hanger rods 26, carry-
ing ball weights 27. An upright guide plate
28 is spaced a suitable distance from and is
connected with the front wall 29, of the
casing by horizontal rivets 30, and the front
end of the cover or lid is formed with a de-
pending lug or extension 31, at a point adja-
cent to and slightly in advance of said guide
plate. A catch 32, extends through the
front wall of the casing and the guide plate
and is formed at its inner end with a right
angular engaging portion 33, which extends
through the guide plate in position to nor-
mally engage with the extension or lug 81 of
the cover or lid, a spring 34 being interposed
between the front wall 29 of the casing and
a flange or shoulder 85 produced at the
outer end of the catch to normally maintain
the engaging portion 33 of the catch in en-
gaged relation with said lug or extension.

By means of the above defined structure it
will be seen that the cover or lid is normally
held in a closed position and upon disen-
gaging the catch from the lug or extension
31 it will be automatically swung opén by
the weight arrangement arranged at the
pivot end of the cover.

The several leaves 2 are normally held in
horizontal planes by suitable catch devices
in the form of pins 36, arranged to extend

through the front wall 29 of the casing and
. through the

guide plate 28 in position to
engage suitable catches 37, produced at the
front ends of the leaves, said pins being nor-
mally held in engaged relation with the
catches 37, by springs 38 arranged between
the front wall and guide plate 29 and 28 re-
spectively.- Horizontally disposed releasing
levers 39 are pivoted to the front wall of
the casing at points opposite the pins 36, the
pivot ends of said levers terminating in bi-
furcated enlarged portions 40, to receive the
outer ends of the pins which are formed with
shoulders or flanges 41, o engage said en-
larged portions 40. The extreme free ends

of the releasing levers are provided with but-

tons 42, which are preferably numbered in
consecutive order from the top of the cas-
the purpose of which will be evident.

in%,
, y means of the above described arrange-

ment it will be evident that to release the
pins 36 from engagement with the catches
37 of the leaves it is only necessary to press
inwardly upon the buttons 42 at the free
ends of the releasing levers. To release the
several leaves simultaneously, an wupright
operating bar or plate 43 is mounted upon
guide pins 44, extending outwardly from the
front” wall 29 of the casing, the front ends
of said pins being formed with shoulders or
flanges 45, to engage the outer face of said
bar or plate and pressure springs 44’ being
arranged around the pins between the front
wall of the casing and the inner face of the
plate to normally exert pressure upon the

70
75

80

85

latter. This bar or plate is positioned be-

tween the pivot and free ends of the levers
and on pressing the plate inwardly against
the tension of the springs 44/, said Ievers
will operate to simultaneously disengage all
of the pins 36 from the catches 37 of the
leaves. A second operating bar or plate 46
is also arranged adjacent to the plate 43 to
operate the first four releasing levers from
the top of the casing, although it is evident
that this plate may be of such a length as to
engage any number of such levers as may be
desired.

In practice the side edges of the cover
or lid are bent inwardly as at 47 to receive
the side edges of a strip 47’ of celluloid or
other suitable material upon which may be
written the names of the several persons
tarrying accounts. A drawer 48 is arranged
itt the front end of the casing beneath the
eaves.
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From the foregoing description, taken in

connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, the construction and operation of the
invention will be readily understood with-
out requiring a more extended explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion
and the minor details of construction may
be resorted to without departing from the
principle or sacrificing any of the advan-
tages of this invention as defined in the ap-
pended claims.

Having thus described our invention what
we claim and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is:—

110

115

120

1. In an account cabinet, the combination

of a set of superposed movable trays, indi-
vidual counter-balancing devices for the
trays, means for locking each tray, and
means for simultaneously releasing all the
trays from the said locking means.

2. In a device of the class specified, the
combination with a casing, of a vertically
spaced series of leaves pivotally mounted
within the casing, weights arranged at the
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pivot ends of the leaves, and catch devices
arranged at the front end of the casing to
normally engage with the adjacent ends of
the leaves. B
5 8. In an account file of the class described,
. the combination with a casing comprising
side and end pieces, of a cover, a rock shaft
attached to the rear end of the cover, the
ends of the shaft extending.into the side
10 pieces of the casing, rearwardly extending
arms supported by the rock shaft, hangers
depending from the' supporting arms,
welghts adjustably mounted upon the hang:
© - ers, and a cateh device extending through
15 the front wall of the casing to normally
engage the adjacent end of the cover.

4. In an account file of the class specified,
the combination with a casing comprising
side pieces, obliquely disposed supporting

20 members formed in'their outer edges with
longitudinally spaced series of notches at-
tached-{o the inner faces of the side pieces,

a series of lorgitudinally extending verti-.

. cally spaced leaves pivotally mounted with-
25 in the casing, rock shafts arranged at the
rear ends of the leaves, the ends of the shafts

being reduced to fit in the notches or recesses.
of thé supporting members, weights ar-’

. ranged at the pivoted ends of the leaves,

30 and catch devices arranged at the front end |-

of the casing to normally engage the free
ends of the leaves. - : o
5. In an account file of the class described,
the combination with a casing, of a series of
35 longitudinally exterding leaves arranged
one above the other within the casing, ob-
liquely disposed supporting members formed
each in one edge with a longitudinally
spaced series of recesses attached at oppo-
40 site points to. the side pieces of the casing,
rock shafts arranged at the inner or rear
ends of the leaves, the ends of the former
being reduced to fit in the recesses of the
supporting members, weights supported by
45 the rock shafts in rear of the leaf support-
ing members, and catch devices arranged at
the front end of the casing in position to
normally engage the adjacent ends of the
leaves. : ' :
50 6. In a device of the class specified, the

combination with a casing. comprising side

and end pieces, of obliquely disposed leaf
supporting members formed each with a
longitudinal series of spaced notches in one
55 edge attached at opposite points to the side
pieces of the casing, a series of leaves ar-
ranged within the casing, rock shafts ar-
ranged at the rear ends of the leaves, the
ends of the former fitting in the recesses
80 of the leaf supporting members, rearwardly
extending supp&cki{lr‘lﬂg members attached to
each of the rock shafts, weights adjustably
mounted upon the rear ends of said sup-
porting members, and catch devices extend-
65 ing through the front wall of the casing in

osition to normally éﬁgage with the ad-
jacent ends of the leaves. _
7. ITn a device of the class specified, the

| combination with a casing, of a series of

leaves pivotally mounted within the casing, 70
each of said leaves comprising two metallic
plates arranged in spaced relation and each
being formed with a series of pockets, out-
standing pins formed upon the plates at
points adjacent to the pockets, and clamp- 75
ing springs attached to the plates adjacent

to the pockets. o »

8. In a device of the class specified, the
combination: with a casing comprising a
front end wall, of a cover pivotally mounted 80
upon the casing, the free end of the cover
being formed with a depending engaging
portion, an upright guide plate arranged
in rear of the front end piece of the
casing, a catch extending through the front 85
end wall and guide plate, the inner end of
the catch being formed with an engaging
portion to engage that of the cover and the

outer end of the catch with a flange, and

a pressure spring arranged between the 90
outer end of the catch and the front end
wall to normally maintain the former in
engaged relation with the engaging portion
of the cover.

). In a device of the class specified, the 95
combination with a casing, of a series of

longitudinally extending leaves pivotally

mounted within the casing, weights ar-
ranged at the pivot ends of the leaves,
catches produced at the free or front ends 100

‘of the leaves, catch devices for normally

engaging said catches, each of said devices
comprising a pin arranged to extend
through the front wall of the casing in po-
sition to engage. the catch .of the adjacent 105
leaf, an upright guide plate arranged in
the rear of the front wall to receive the in-

ner ends of the pins, pressure springs ar-
ranged between the front wall and the guide
plate, and releasing medns operable to re- 110
Jease the catch devices from the leaves.

10. The combination with a casing of a
series of longitudinally extending leaves piv-
otally mounted therein, weights at the piv-
oted ends of the leaves, catches at the front 115
or free ends of the leaves, spring actuated
catch devices for normally engaging said
catches, each of said devices comprising a
pin extending through the front wall of
the casing, and a vertical series of horizon- 120
tally disposed releasing levers pivoted to
the front wall of the casing and engaging
the outer ends of said catch devices.

11. The combination with a casing of a
series of longitudinally extending leaves piv- 125
otally mounted therein, weights at the piv-
oted ends of the leaves, catches at the front
or free ends of the leaves, spring actuated
catch devices for normally engaging said
catches, each of said devices comprising a 130
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pin extending through the front wall of the
casing, a vertical series:.of horizontally dis-

posed releasing levers dplvoted to the front

wall of the casing and engaging the outer

ends of said catch devices, and operating

bars for simultaneously actuating a plural-
ity of the releasing levers. :
In testimony Whereof we have hereunto

990,079

set our hands in presence of two subscmb-
ing witnesses.

HARVE C GROSS.
IRA D. SIEGFRIED.

Wltnesses
JoHN O LICEY,
Loms F. ALLEN.



