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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EDWIN L, BERG STRES 

SER, of Eublersburg, in the county of Centre 
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Photog 
raphy; and I do hereby declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it pertains to make and 
use it, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, which form part of this speci 
fication. 
The nature of my invention relates to an 

improvement in photographic negative glasses 
or plates; and consists in forming rims, 
flanges, or ears upon the glass or plate, so 
that it may be held in any suitable kind of a 
frame Ol' back, SO as to make each negative 
its OWIn printing-frame. It also consists in 
forming a groove wholly or partially around 
the plate, so as to catch the surplus silver as 
it flows off, and convey it to a receptacle pre 
pared for it. It also consists in the arrange 
ment and combination of parts, which will be 
more fully described hereafter. 

Figure 1 is a view of the negative plate or 
glass showing the rims or flanges. Fig. 2 is 
an end view of the same. Fig. 3 is a plan 
view of the back, to be attached to the glass. 
Fig. 4 is an end view of the glass and back 
together. Fig. 5 shows the glass in position 
in the protecting-frame, resting upon the re 
ceptacle for catching the drip-silver. 

( represents the negative plate or glass, 
made of any shape or size desired, and which 
has a raised rim, flange, ears, or any equivalent 
devices, c, formed upon oppositesides, by means 
of which the plate is secured to the backe. This 
back consists of two flat pieces of wood 
hinged together in the middle, and provided 
With Suitable springs, catches, or hooks (1, 
which catch over the rims or flanges, and bind 
the plate and back together. The prepared 
paper is placed between the two after the neg 
ative has been taken, and the picture printed 
While thus held, thus making each negative 
its own printing-frame, and entirely dispens 
ing With the cumbrous frame now in use. 
The back being formed of two parts either 

one can be swung back from time to time, so 
as to allow the operator to examine the print. 
Extending wholly or partially around the sur 
face of the plate is formed a groove, l, having 
a notch, o, at each end, and in which the sur 
plus silver solution is caught as it drains off, 
and conducted to the receptacle in, filled with 
cotton saturated with alcohol, placed in the 
bottom of the protecting-frame. 
In Working the plates rapidly, there is not 

time to allow them to drain thoroughly, and 
When put in the frame m, in which it is placed 
in the camera, this solution is caught in a 
a glass (or other suitable material) vessel and 
saved. This groove also causes the collodion 
film to adhere more firmly to the plate than 
it otherwise would upon a plain flat surface. 
The rins or flanges assist in the fixing of 

the negative in the hypo bath, affording an 
opportunity of fixing the negative with film 
or collodion down, and by keeping thenegative 
raised above the bottom of the dish, and pro 
tecting it from injury in case there should be 
dirt or sediment in the bath. The construc 
tion of the glass also prevents the develop 
from flowing off during the operation of de 
Veloping. 
Eaving thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

I. A negative plate or glass having rims, 
flanges, or their equivalents, upon its surface, 
substantially as and for the purpose set forth. 

2. A negative plate, provided with a groove 
in its face for catching the drain of silver or 
other solution, substantially as shown and 
described. 

3. In combination with the negative plate, 
provided with rims or flanges, the hinged 
back and holding springs, substantially as 
specified. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing, I 

have hereunto set my hand this 12th day of 
March, 1873. 

EDWIN L, BERG-STRESSER, 
Witnesses: 

C. H. STRoHECKER, 
JOSEPH WHITBY, 

  


