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Lo all wlhom it may concern :
Be it known that I, FrANcIs 8. KINNEY; a
citizen of the United States, residing at New

Brighton, - county of ‘Richmond, and State of .
New York, have invented certain new and use- .

ful Improvements in Cigarette - Cases, fully
deseribed "aiid ‘represented in the following
specification and the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of the same. .

This invention relates to that class of cases
or packages in which. small lots of cigarettes
are put up for sale, and which are also de-
signed to afford a convenient pocket-recepta-
cle for the cigarettes until the ot is exhausted.

This class of cases as heretofore constructed
bave usually consisted of a rigid or substan-
tially rigid paper or pasteboard tube closed at
one end, and sometimes provided with a re-
movablecover. The better class of these cases
have also sometimes consisted of a collapsible
tubular body composed of paper, pasteboard,
or other suitable material, and having one end
closed by a piece of flexible material, (usually
silk or other like fabric,) so secured to the end
of the body as to form an inward bellows fold
when the latter was collapsed. In construct-
ing cases in thislast-named manner it has been
customary te secure the edges of the silk or
other fabric forming the bottom to the outside
of the body, thus making it necessary, in or-
der to conceal the raw edges of the fabrie,
whiceh, if left exposed, would present an un-
sightly appearance, to place an outside cover-
ing or wrapper around the entire body, or at
least a band or trimming of sufficient width
to conceal the raw edges of the fabric. This
wrapper or trimming of course entailed some
additional labor and expense, which, as will
readily be understood, are matters of the high-
est consideration, as, in-order to provide each
package of cigarettes with a case of this char-
acter, it is necessary that the cages should be
produced at a very trifling cost. '

It is the object of the present invention,
among other things, to produnce a case in which
all necessity of an outside wrapper or cover-
ing shall be avoided; and to this end one fea-
ture of the invention consists in securing the
edges of the fabric forming the bottom of the
case to the inside of the tubular body, so that
the edges of the fabric will not be exposed,

and may be left uncovered. While the bodies

of cases of this class have sometimes, as be- .

fore stated, been made collapsible, they have
not possessed such a degree of flexibility as to
be capable of readily accommodating them-
selves to the shape of the package of cigars

ettes, particularly when the package was de-.

creased in size by reason of the removal of a
portion of the cigarettes. This is a feature of

importance, not only because by. having the.

body. of the case conform closely to the shape
of the package less waste room is left in the
case, but because it permits the cigarettes to
be packed snugly, and allows them to be with-
drawn easily and without danger of tearing
the wrappers. It also allows the case to col
lapse readily as the package decreases, so as
not to occupy unnecessary room in the pocket
of the user.

Another object of the present invention is
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to provide means by which the body of the .

case will be rendered more flexible and capa-
ble of conforming more nearly to the shape of
the package of cigarettes, either when the
package is whole or when partly used; and-to
this end another feature of the invention con-

sists in providing the body of the case with-

corrugations, creases, orscores arranged to ef-
feet this result, all as will be hereinafter fully
explained and particularly pointed out.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a cigarette-case embody-
ing the invention. TFigs. 2 and 3 are respect:
ively longitudinal and cross sections of the
same. Figs. 4 and 5 are diagrams illustrat-
ing other forms, to be hereinafter referred to.

The case shown in the drawings as embody-
ing the invention is, as to its- principal fea-
tures, of an ordinary form, consisting of a tu-
bularbody, A,composed of paper,leather, card-
board, cloth, or other suifable material, and
closed at one of its ends by a piece of flexible
material, B, which forms the bottom of the
case, the bottom end of the body being of such
shape that when collapsed the piece B will
form an_inward bellow folds, b, between the
sides. The edges d of the piece B afe pasted
or otherwise secured to the inside of the end
of the body, as shown in Fig. 2, so that the
joint between the body and bottom is not ex-
posed, and all necessity of an outside wrapper
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or covering to conceal the raw edges of the
material is avoided. The body A, ih order
that it may be sufficiently elastic' to readily
conform itself to the shape of the package of
cigarettes, is provided with a number of cor-
rugations, ¢, so that when expanded and filled
it will assume the formi shown in Figs. 1 and
3, thus permitting all or substantially all the
space in the case to be utilized, and atb the
same time giving such a degree of flexibility
to the Lody that it will readily conform itself
to the reduced size of the package when part
of the same is removed.

Although eorrugations will be found pref-
erable as giving greater strength to the body,
yet the same result may be accomplished by
providing a series of creasesior Scores; @, a8
shown in Figs. 4 and 5. The ereases or scores
a may of course bevaried according tothesize
ofthe case. It will usnally, however, be found

preferable to provide a considerable number
of the creases or scores, as indicated in Fig. 5.
What I claim is—
1. A cigarette-ease consisting of a collapsi-
Dble tubular body, as A, closed at one end by |
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a piece of flexible material, as B, the edges of
which: are secured to the inside of the body
and projectinward, so astobe concealed with-
in the case, substantinlly as described.

2. A cigarette-case having a flexible bottom
and a collapsible tubular body provided, with
longitudinal corrugations extending aroundits
entire eireummference, whereby said body is
madeto conform to the shape of the cigarettes
contained therein, substantially as described.

3. A cigarette-case consisting of a tubular
body, as A, provided with a series of corru-
gations, as ¢, and having one end closed by a
flexible bottom, as B, the edges of which are
secured to the inside of thebody and project
inward, so as to be concealed within the case,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my
hand in the presence of two subseribing wit-
Nesses.

FRANCIS 8. KINNEY.
Witnesses:
W, H. BUTLER,
T. H. PALMER,
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