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Zo all whon, it naily concern: 
Be it known that we, EDWARD A. GRIE 

FITH and GEORGE W. GWINN, citizens of the 
United States of America, and residents of 

5 Baltimore city, in the State of Maryland, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve-. 
ments in Staples for Eastening Buttons to Gar 
ments, &c., of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
This invention relates to staples used for 

fastening buttons to garments, shoes, &c., in 
which the staple consists of a double-pointed 
tack Secured to a staple-head, the staple be 
ing secured to the garment, shoe, or other 

I5 material and to a button by clenching the 
tacks with a suitable tool. In clenching the 
tacks to the material and to a button a tool 
is employed, by means of which the tacks are 
curled up through the material and toward 

2O the head of the staple. 
This invention has for its object to provide 

a suitable staple having tacks so constructed 
that in the operation of clenching them they 
Will readily pass each other and be curled or 

25 closed up, so as to lie side by side. 
The invention consists of a staple con 

Structed as hereinafter set forth and claimed. 
Referring to the aceompanying drawings, 

Figure I is a side elevation of a staple con 
3o structed in accordance with this invention. 

Fig. 2 is a plan view showing the tacks in 
cross-section. Fig. 3 is a side view showing 
in transverse Section and in dotted lines the 
construction of the head of the staple. Fig. 

35 4 is a plan view showing the tacks curled up. 
Fig. 5 is a side view illustrating the tacks in 
their clenched position. 

1 is a staple provided with tacks or legs 1' 
and having its head formed with a notched 

4o disk 2, through which the legs of the staple 
pass, and a cap 3, clenched over the disk 2, to 
hold the staple firmly in place. The legs 1" 
of the staple are sheared in opposite direc 
tions from end to end, as shown, so as to 

45 present sheared surfaces 4, which, while ap 
proximately parallel to One another, are at 
an angle to a vertical plane passing through 
the axes of the legs. By means of this con 

C 

struction upon the application of a clenching 
5o tool the legs will pass each other and be 

curled up into the position shown in Figs. 4 
and 5. The points 55 of the legs 1' are cut 
off so as to form ends tapered at a different 
angle to the angle of the sheared surfaces of 
the legs, thereby giving the requisite strength 
and presenting a point which will not break. 

In Securing the staple to a button one of 
the legs of the staple is passed through the 
material 6 and the ring or shank 7 of a but 
ton, and the clenching-tool being applied to 
the legs they are curled past each other 
through the shank of the button, as shown 
in dotted lines in Fig. 5. If a flat button 
with holes in it be used, the legs are passed 
through the material and the holes in the but 
ton, and the clenching-tool being applied the 
legs are curled back to one another and their 
ends reénter the holes of the button opposite 
to the hole each one first entered. The legs 
sheared as set forth cause the legs when the 
tool is applied to bend in a uniform curve to 
lap each other and also permit the legs to 
be clenched to any desired extent-that is to 
Say, the curving may be stopped at a desired 
point, so as to give a long or short shank to 
the Staple. w 
Having described the invention, we claim 
1. A staple for fastening buttons, &c., hav 

ing its legs formed on their inner sides with 
sheared faces, sheared from opposite direc 
tions, SO as to present surfaces approximately 
parallel to one another, at an angle to a verti-. 
cal plane passing through the axes of the 
legs, the ends of the legs being inclined at a 
different angle from the sheared surfaces of 
the legs. 

2. A staple for fastening buttons, &c., hav 
ing its legs formed upon their inner opposite 
surfaces with sheared faces, which are ap 
proximately parallel, and inclined to a verti 
cal plane passing through the axes of the 
legs, as set forth. 
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Signed at Baltimore, Maryland, this 23d day, 
of March, 1899. 

EDWARD A. GRIFFITIE, 
GEORGE W. GWINN. 

Witnesses: 
THOS. C. BAILEY, 
WINFIELD REESE. 

  


