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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that II, WILLIARL E. HAwoRTP, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Ridge Farrin, in the county of Wermilion and 
State of illinois, have invented a new and 
useful Burial Vault, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to burial vaults and has for its object to provide a strong, du 

lable and thoroughly efficient device of this. character having a double seal or closure thereby to render the vault practically air 
and moisture proof. - 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a vault including top and bottom see 
tions, one of which is provided with a 
cement receiving groove or pocket and the 
other with a depending flange adapted to be 
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embedded in the cement in said pocket to form a seal at the upper edge of the vault. 
A further object is to provide a vault in 

which the vertical walls of the top section 
Overlap the side and end walls of the bottom 
Section, the latter being provided with a 
Inarginal fiange at the base thereof for en 
gagement with the lower longitudinal edge 
of said top section. - 
A still further object is to provide im 

proved means for locking the top and bot 
ton sections of the vault in closed position, 
and means for permitting the escape of gas . from the interior of the vault. 
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Further objects and advantages will ap 
pear in the following description, it being 
understood that various changes in form, 
proportions and minor details of construc 
tion may be resorted to within the scope of the appended claims. 
In the accompanying drawings forming 

a part of this specification: Figure 1 is a 
perspective view of a vault constructed in 
accordance with my invention. Fig. 2 is a 
longitudinal sectional view of the same. 
Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view. Fig. 
4 is a detail vertical sectional view of the 
valve. ,?? , 
Similar numerals of reference indicate 

parts in all of the figures of 
) the drawings. ??? ?? 

The improved burial vault forming the 
subject matter of the present invention in 
cludes a bottom section 5 preferably rec 
tangular in shape, as shown, and formed of metal, glass, congrete, porcelain or other suit 
able material, said bottom section being open 

at the top and provided at its base with a 
laterally extending fiange . 6 enti Fely , sur 
rounding the lower section, as shown. . 

"The upper, section 7, which may be akso 
formed of metal, concrete or other suitable 
material, is provided with a curved upper 
portion to assist in shedding the water, the 
side and end walls of the top section being 
extended downwardly for engagement with 
the upper surface of the fange 6, thereby 
to form a housing for the bottom section 
and assist in preventing any water of mois 
ture in the grave from entering the interior 
of the vault. " - . 
Secured to or formed integral with the 

exterior walls of the lower section 5 is a ver 
tically disposed flange 8, the latter having its 
upper edge spaced from the lower section to 
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form a pocket 9 for the reception of a quan 
tity of cement, mortar or other adhesive ma 
terial, indicated at 10. s 
Arranged within the upper section and 

preferably formed integral therewith is a 
depending flange 11 adapted to be embedded 
in the cement 10, thereby to form a seak or 
closure at the top of the vault. 
Formed in the flange 11 are one or more 

vent openings 12 to permit the ??? of gas 
generated within the vault by the decompo 
sition of the body, said vent opening being 
normally closed by a suitable valve 13 yield 
ably held to its seat by a leaf spring 14. 

Attention is here called to the fact that the 
valve 13 is arranged above the upper longi 
tudinal edge of the groove forming flange 8 
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90 so as to prevent the cement from interfering 
with the operation of said valve. 

It will also be noted that the valve 13 is , 
protected by the depending skirt of the top 
section, while the outward movement of said 
valve is limited by engagement with the in 
terior wall of the skirt so as to prevent the 
valve from being entirely dislodged from 
the vent opening in case of excessive gas 
pressure. . . 

The depending vertical walls or skirt of 
\the upper section are spaced from the ex 
terior walls of the lower section to form a 
circumferential air chamber, and disposed 
within said chamber and riveted or other 
wise rigidly secured to the exterior walls of 
the bottom section 5 are one or more spring 
locking members. 16 adapted to engage Suit 
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able catches 17 fastened to the vertical walls - 
of the top section. C. 
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tom section and extended downwardly over for limiting the opening movement of said the cement-receiving groove for engagement valve. 
with the flange of the bottom section to form In testimony that I claim the foregoing as a housing for said cement-receiving groove, my own, I have hereto affixed my signature 

5 t being a vent ????????? {??????{ in the de- in the presence of two witnesses. ending flange, a valve seated in said vent 
!????????????????? t Süg bearing against the valve, WILLIAM E. HAWORTH. 
said valve being protected by the adjacent Witnesses: 
vertical wall of the top section and arranged MoNROE EWING, 

10 to bear against the inner face of said wall J. T. LEWIS. 


