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The invention relates to improvements in containers
and more particularly to a collapsible garment shipping
container as described in the present specification and
illustrated in the accompanying drawings that form a
part of the same.

The invention consists essentially of the novel features
of construction as pointed out broadly and specifically in
the claims for novelty following a description contamlng
an explanation in detail of acceptable forms of the in-
vention.

The objects of the invention are to devise a container
that will be used as a receptacle for garments such as
fur coats, cloth coats, dresses, capes, and other articles,
and which may be retained therein in such a way as to
minimize the possibility of the coat, dress or other gar-
ment from being crumpled or wrinkled while being trans-
ported in the container; to permit the packaging of the
articles in the containers and stock up ready for ship-
ment, which, under oiher circumsiances would not be
practical due to the possibility of the garment becoming
rumpled or creased in either their loose or packed posi-
tion in ordinary containers; to construct containers of the
collapsible type for the purpose of shipment or storage
and which will take little room and are easily assembled
when required and may be used repeatedly; to furnish a
means for maintaining the garment in an upright position
in the container and thereby enable the garment to retain
its shape during its transportation and while it remains
in the container; to facilitate the handling of the garments
in shipment and insuring the delivery of the same ‘in
good condition so that in the majority of cases the gar-
ments may be worn immediately without the necessity of
hanging the same for a predetermined period or in other
cases such as in dresses or suits having to press them prior
to wearing; and generally to provide a container that will
be durable in comstruction, economical to manufacture,
attractive in appearance and efficient in its use.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a plan view of the blank forming a first
embodiment of the container.

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the coamtainer being
assembled from the blank of Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a plan view of a modified form of blank
having a lateral closure wall.

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the container formed
from the blank of Figure 3.

Figure 5 is a fragmentary perspective view of the top
of a container illustrating garment hangers engaging with
the top of the container and self locking themselves there-
with.

Figure 6 is a detail of the hanger.

Figure 7 is a fragmentary plan view of a multiple type
of closure flaps.

Figure 8 is a fragmentary perspective view of the
multiple closure flaps in their assembled position.

Figure 9 is a fragmentary plan view 111ustratmg a
double type of closure flap.
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Figure 10 is a perspective fragmentary view illustrating
the assembly of the double type of closure flap.

Figure 11 is a fragmentary plan view of a single type
of closure flap.

Figure 12 is a fragmentary perspective view illustrating
the assembly of a single type of closure flap for ‘the
container.

Figure 13 is a perspective view illustrating the con-
tainer in its complete assembled position.

Like numerals of reference indicate correspondmg parts
in the various figures.

The container, as hereinafter described, is made from
pulp material, but of course it will be understood that
the container may be made from other materials without
departing from the essential features of the invention.

Referring to the drawings, the container, as illustrated
in Figures 1 and 2, is formed of a blank having a rear
wall 15, a bottom wall 16 and a front wall 17 all in-
tegral with one another, the rear wall having the integral
side walls 18 and 19 while the front wall 17 is provided
with the integral side walls 28 and 231. The bottom wall
16 has the end flaps 22 and 23 and the rear wall 15
is provided with the closure top 24 while the front wall
is provided with a lateral flap 25 which co-operates with
the top 24 to complete the closure. Each of the various
walls and flaps, which are integral with one another are
foldable on their crease lines so that the various parts
of the blank may be folded together to complete the
container.

Certain of the walls are tapered so that in the assem-
bled condition of the container it will have a wider base
than its top or upper portion thereby insuring that the
container, when handied will always be in an upright
position particularly when it is placed on the floor or other
supporting surface.

It is important that the garments, which are introduced
in the container for shipment purposes, be maintained
in a suspended position and such suspension means are
fixedly secured to the closure top, the latter being of
sufficient strength to support the weight of the garments.
In Figures 3 and 4 the front wall 27 is laterally con-
nected by the crease line 28 to the side wall 29 of the
rear wall 39, the front wall 27 having the other side wall
21 as well as the upper and lower lateral flaps 32 and 33.

The botiom wall 34 is integral with the lower end of
the rear wall 39 and is provided with the end flaps 35
and 36 and the closure top 37 is integral with the rear
wall 30. The side wall 38 of the rear wall 3@ forms one
side of the container when the latter is in its ‘folded
position.

It will be noted that in the Figures 3 and 4 the front
wall is laterally connected to the rear wall while in
Figures 1 and 2 the front wall is creasably connected to
the bottom wall, the remainder of the structure is com-
mon tc both types of contairers.

The closure top is one of the essential features of this
invention, since it does not only form a top end wall, but
is in effect a part of the suspension means for supporting
the fur coat or other garment that is inserted in the con-
tainer, hence this top closure must have sufficient
strength in accordance with the weight of the particular
type of garment which is to be placed in the container.
In combination  with the closure top, the hanger or
hangers 39, is detachably connected to and supported
from the closure top and simultanecusly locked there-
with in order to prevent any longitudinal ‘motion and
any disengagements of the hanger.

In Figures 1-5 and 9 and 10, the closure top consists
of a double flap closure formed of a pair of longitudinal
closure flaps 40 and 41 integral with one another and
having the common crease line 42. The flap 41 is pro-



vided with the inset end flaps 43 and 44 while the flap
40 is provided with end sealing flaps 45 and 46.

The longitudinal closure flaps 40 and 41 are provided
with a plurality of longitudinal slits .or slots 47, and a
corresponding number of orifices 49, which are in align-
ment with the slits, each aperture or orifice is located
beyond cne end of its respective slit. The number of
slits and the corresponding orifices in each longitudinal
flap 40 and 41, are identical and when one flap over-
laps the other, the slits and orifices are in alignment in
relation: to one another so that the hangers will engage
with the slits and orifices of the double flap, the hook
portion 50 of the hanger engaging with the slit and corre-
sponding aperture and in that way is prevented from any
motion in a longitudinal or transverse direction.

In assembling the confainer of Figures 1 and 2, the
rear and front walls 15 and 17 are folded upwardly
from the bottom wall 16 and end flaps of the bottom
wall 16 are turned upwardly so that the side walls 26,
21 of the front wall 17 abut the inner sides of the end
flaps 22, 23 of the bottom wall 16 while the side walls
18, 19 of the rear wall 15 abut the outer sides of the
end flaps 22, 23 of the bottom wall 6. The closure
top 24 is then folded in a lateral direction so that the
longitudinal closure flap 40 will form the uppermost
top wall and come in contact and be supported by the
lateral flap 25 of the front wall 17 and at the same time
the inset end flaps 43 and 44 exteriorly abut the side
walls 18 and 19 of the rear wall 15 and the closure flap
40 is folded rearwardly until it abuts the lowermost
flap 41 and thus bring into alignment the slots 47 and
apertures 49 which are formed in the two longitudinal
flaps 49 and 41. The various connecting portions of the
container, such as the side walls flaps etc., which form
the receptacle portion of the container are then suitably
fastened together by means of stapling, adhesive or other
suitable means, the front wall being integral with the
bottom wall has side walls and flaps and actually forms
the cover for the container, and which completes the
assembly of the container. The hangers 39 supporting
the coats or garments are then introduced into the slits
and apertures of the closure flaps. The sealing flaps 45
and 46 are then folded inwardly towards one another

- 50 as to cover the flap 40 and the hooks of the hangers
39 and then glued or otherwise secured to the closure top
so as to positively prevent disengagement of the hangers
during handling and shipment of the container. The
sealing flaps 45 and 46 complete the closure of the con-
tainer.
- The above mentioned description describes the assem-
bly of the container in which the front wall is an ex-
tension of the bottom wall of the blank, but it is obvious
that the general assembly of the container could be
altered so that the frent wall is laterally secured to one
of the side walls or the rear wall rather than to the
bottom wall and the other component parts including
the closure top remain similar to both types of con-
tainers.

In Figures 7 and 8 end closure wall consists of a plu-
rality of flaps 51 formed from a top section integral with
the rear wall 52, and connected thereto by the crease line
53, and this section is provided by the crease lines 54
to form the flaps 51, each of the flaps having longitu-
dinal slits and aperiures 542 and 55 which are adapted to
be in alignment tc one another when the varicus flaps
are superimposed on one another the top flap 56 forming
the sealing or closure member and does not have the slits
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be noted that the closure top wall may be formed of a
single, double or multiple series of flaps provided with
longitudinal slits anid apertures which- are adapted to be
in alignment with one another when the flaps are folded
over each other, and this is for the purpose of providing
sufficient re-enforcing layers to the top wall in accordance
with the weight of the garment which is to be packed in .

- the container.
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The closure top wall of the several embodiments forms
the sole supporting means for the garments, and said top
wall is, in each embodiment, provided with a sealing flap
or flaps adapted to be applied and secured over the out-
wardly extending portion of the hanger hooks so as to
prevent disengagement of said hooks from the slits 47
and apertures 49.

The feature covering a means for supporting and tem-
porarily locking a suspension medium on which the gar-
ment is hung and which has been described as forming
an integral portion of the container itself, may be in the
form of a separate unit adapted to be inserted and se-
cured in any convenient manner either permanent or tem-
porary within a suitcase or other type of luggage as well
as other forms of containers and it consists simply of a
panel 65 having one or more longitudinal slits 66 and
accompanying apertures 67 adapted to be engaged by
the hook portion 68 of the hanger 69.

It is of course understoed that modifications may be
made to this general type of structure without in any
way departing from the essential features as hereinabove
described.

What I claim is: .

1. In combination, a collapsible container having a bot-
tom wall, side walls and a garment supporting top wall,
said top wall consisting of at least two superposed in-
tegrally connected layers of substantially equal dimensions
and directly united by a common crease line, the lower
layer having a slot and an aperture made therethrough,
said aperture being spaced from said slot, a garment
hanger located within the container and having a hook
extending through said slot and aperture with its portion
intermediate said slot and aperture resting directly on the
outer face of said lower layer to be supported thereby,
the top layer being imperforate, folded over said lower
layer and said intermediate portion of said hook and se-
cured to said lower layer in folded position to thereby
hold securely said hook in close engagement between
said layers, the top wall being supported on all its sides

" by the side walls such that a weight suspended from said
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top wall is substantially evenly distributed to ali four side
walls.

. 2. In combination a collapsible container having a bot-
tom wall, side walls and a garment supporting top wall,
said top wall consisting of a plurality of superposed lay-
ers of substantially equal dimensions directly united two
by two by crease lines and folded one over the other to
form a pleated top wall, all but the top layer of said top
wall each having slots and apertures made therethrough,

* said apertures being spaced from said slots, the slots
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and apertures of the superposed layers registering re-
spectively with one another, garment hangers located
within the container and each having a hook extending
through- registering slots and apertures and having its

" portion intermediate said slots and aperturcs resting di-
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and apertures, the lowermost flap 51’ is provided with -

the sealing ends 37 and 58 similar to those described in
the previous figures. :

In Figures 11 and 12 the closure ilap is in the form
of a single unit which coasists of a base flap 59 provided
with the slits and apertures 60 and 61 and the end flaps
62 .and 63 as well as the top sealing flap 64.

In the various forms as hereinabove described it will
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rectly on the outer face of the topmost slotted and aper-
tured layer to be supported by said slotted and apertured
layers, the top layer of said top wall being imperforate
and folded over the topmost slotted and apertured layer
and over said intermediate portion of said hook and
secured to said slotted and apertured layers in said folded
position to thereby hold securely said hook in close en-
gagement between said layers, the top wall being sup-
ported on all its sides by the side walls of the container
such thai a weight suspended from said top wall is sub-
stantially evenly distributed to all four side walls.

3. A collapsible container having a bottom wall, side
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walls and a garment supporting top wall, said top wall
consisting of at least two superposed integrally connected
layers of substantially equal dimensions and directly
united together by a common crease line, the lower layer
having a slot and an aperture made therethrough, said
aperture being spaced from said slot, said slot and aper-
ture adapted to receive the hook of a garment hanger
located within the container so that the hook extends
through said slot and aperture and has its portion inter-
mediate said slot and aperture resting directly on the
outer face of said lower layer to be supported thereby,

the top layer of said top wall being imperforate and
adapted to be folded over said lower layer and said inter-
mediate portion of said hook and to be secured to said.

lower layer in said folded position to thereby hold se-
curely said hook in close engagement between said layers,
the top wall being supported on all its sides by the side
walls such that'a weight suspended from said top wall is
substantially’ evenly distributed to all four side walls.

4. A collapsible container having a bottom wall, side
walls and ‘a garment supporting top.wall, said top wall
consisting of a-plurality of integrally’ connected super-
posed layers of substantially equal dimensions and di-
rectly united two.by two by a common crease line and
folded one-over the other in the form of pleats, all but
the top layer-of said top wall each having slots and aper-
tures ‘made’ therethirough, said apertures- being ‘spaced
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from said slots, the slots and apertures of the super-
posed layers registering respectively with one another
for receiving the hooks of garment hangers located within
the container such that said hooks will extend through
said slots and apertures and will have their portion inter-
mediate said slots and apertures resting directly on the
outer face of the topmost apertured and slotted layer to
be supported by said apertured and slotted layers, the top
layer of said top wall being imperforate and secured to
the lower layers of said top wall to thereby hold said
hook portions securely between the top and lower layers
of said top wall, the top wall being supported on all its
sides by the side walls of said container such that a weight
suspended from said top wall will be substantially evenly
distributed to all four side walls of the container.
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