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S P E N C E R B. P E U G H, O F S A LE M., 1 N ID I A N A. 
Letters Patent No. 88,806, dated April 13, 1869. 

IM EPIROVED VASBING-MACHINB. 

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same, 

To all vihom it may concern: 
Béit known that I, SPENCER B. PEUGH, of Salem, 

Washington county, in the State of Indiana, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements in Wash 
ing-Machines; and I hereby declare the following to 
be a full and exact description thereof, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, forming part of 
this specification. 
The nature or essence of my invention consists in 

arranging two boards or rubbers vertically upon arms 
or cranks, so as to allow them to be traversed edge 
wise horizontally, in pivoting said rubbers upon links, 
the opposite end of those holding one of the rubbers 
being pivoted in a movable platform, operated in a 
lateral direction by a crank-shaft, acted upon by a 
spring (or weight) to press one rubber toward the other, 
the tension of said spring being adjustable by means 
of a rag-wheel and pawl, and said crank-shaft being 
provided with an arm, by operating which the rubbers 
may be separated. 

In the drawings héreinbefore mentioned– 
Figure 1 is a plan or top view of my improved ma 

chine. 
Figure 2, an elevation of certain parts, indicated by 

the letters upon them. 
The box or tub, A, holds the washing water, and 

has the mechanism of the machine attaclhed to it. 
The shaft B, which may be turned by a crank, pul 

ley, or other device, has on it the gear C, driving the 
pinion D, on the shaft of which are two eccentrics, E 
and E. connected respectively to the two wash-boards 
or rubbers F and F', by the rods or links H. 
A double crank may be substituted for the eccen trics, if preferred. 
The rubbers F and F' are pivoted upon and sup 

ported by the links G, pivoted in and working beneath 
the platforms II and I, the platform I being omitted 
on the drawings, fig. 1, and its position indicated by 
dotted lines, in order to show the parts beneath. 
The platform I is movable, and is pressed out so as 

to urge the rubber F" towards the rubber F, by the 
links J, connected to cranks on the rock-shaft K, op 
erated by the spring L, one end of this spring being 
held by the rag-wheel N and pawl O, so that its ten 
sion may be adjusted, as required. 
A weight or weights may be substituted for the 

spring, if preferred, a cord connecting the same with a 
pulley or drum on the shaft K. 
The arm P, on the shaft K, isconnected by the cord 

Q, passing over the pulley R, to the treadle S. 
The eccentrics or cranks that give a reciprocating 

motion to the rubbers F and F', are to be so arranged 
that when F is moving in one direction, F" will move 
in the opposite direction. 

Operation. 
The tub A being filled to a proper height with water 

or suds, the operator places a foot upon the treadle S, 

" drawing forward the arm P, turning the shaft K, and 
thus separating the rubbers: The clothing or stuff to 
be washed is then placed between them, below the 
surface of the water, the shaft K released so that the 
spring L may press the rubbers together upon the 
wash between them and the alternating vibratory mo 
tion, above described, is then communicated to the 
rubbers by turning the shaft B. 
The same operator can turn a crank on the shaft B 

with the right hand, handle the wash between the rub 
bers with the left, and separate the rubbers, as re 
quired, to facilitate the handling, with the foot. 
The wheel N being within reach, it may be turned 

'or released to increase or lessen the pressure upon the 
wash, at pleasure. 
To promote the circulation of the water through the 

wash, the pressure upon it may be, from time to time, 
intermitted for an instant for that. purpose, by operat 
ing the arm P. r 
By the above-described construction and arrange 

ment, I produce a simple, cheap, and highly efficient 
washing machine, having very littlefriction, and there 
fore requiring but a moderate power to operate it, ad 
justable in its pressure, operated with great facility 
and convenience, and performing the work beneath the 
surface of the water, which may be heated even to the 
boiling-point, if it should be thought desirable, the 
wash being, in that case, handled by means of a suit 
able stick or hook. 
I do not claim, broadly, rubbers traversed horizon 

tally, nor rubbers arranged vertically and traversed in 
that direction, like those shown in the patent of I. Liv 
ingstone, July 2, 1867; but 

I claim 
1. The arrangement of the vertical rubbers F and 

F', pivoted on the vibrating arms or links G, so as to 
allow them to be traversed horizontally edgewise, sub 
stantially as described. 

2. In combination with the rubbers, arranged as de 
scribed, the platforms Iand I, for holding and guiding 
the links G, substantially as described. 

3. The combination, with the rubber F" and plat 
form I, of the crank-shaft K, links J, spring L, rag 
wheel N, and pawl O, for maintaining an adjustable 
pressure upon the wash between the rubbers, substan 
tially as set forth. 

4. In combination with the crank-shaft K, arranged 
as described, the arm P, cord Q, pulley R, and foot 
piece S, substantially as described. 

SPENCER. B. PEUGE. 
Witnesses: 

BENJAMIN. F. GRAVEs, 
HIRAM HICKs, 
NoRVEL PEUGEI, 
ROBERT J. LoGAN, 
GEORGE. W. HATTABAUGH. 

  


