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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLIaM F. HALE, of

Jamestown, in the county of Chatauqua and

State of New York, have invented a new and
Improved Fruit-Drier, of which the following

is a full, clear, and exact description.
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My invention consists of a metallic box with
wire-gauze top and bottom, and. containing
fruit-racks, and having a hot-air chamber be-
low the wire-gauze bottom, adapted to rest on
or be suspended over the top of a cook-stove
for being heated and being suspended from the
ceiling Dy cords which are attached to drums
on the sides of the drier, so that by turning a
crank the drier ean be quickly raised up and
suspended above the stove, when the latter is
wanted for cooking-purposes, withont wholly
suspending the drying process, all as herein-
after fully deseribed.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawing, forming part of this specification, in

‘which the figure is a perspective view of my

improved fruit-drier applied to a cook-stove
as I propose. '

I make a rectangular box, a, of sheet-metal

sides and ends, with wire-gauze top b and bot-
tom ¢, and having fruit-racks d, as required,
and also having a base, ¢, to rest on the top
of the stove and form a hot-air chamber under
the racks, from which the air will ascend
through the racks with more or less activity,
according to the heat and space for admission
of air nnder the edges of the base e, which may
either rest directly on the top of the stove or
may be suspended above it more’ or less by
means of the cords f, attached to the ceiling
and connected to the drier by the pulleys g and
drums &, the drums being attached to a crank-
shaft, ¢, by which they are to be turned for

raising and lowering the drier, and having a
ratchet and pawl, 4, to hold them in any re-
quired position. One end, k, of the box is
suitably hinged for opening it to put in and
take out the racks; and in practice the base e
will be made detachable by taking out the pins
or serews at [ to detach the base from short
legs m of the box, so that the base, which eon-
sists of a tray with a wire-gauze bottom, may
be used for bleaching the fruit before drying,
if preferred, and so that when the drier is not
required for drying purposes it may be sus-
pended in the pantry for a pastry-safe for the
protection of the pastry from flies and other
insects. .

Tt will be seen that with this kind of a drier
the ordinary cook-stove may be utilized for
the heater without material interference with
the cooking operations, and that the cooking
operations will not materially interfere with
the drier.

I propose to employ a sheet-metal slide that

may beinserted under the trays to protect the
frait from the steam that may sometimes rise
up from the stove when cooking, and for the
purpose of placing over the trays to prevent
the escape of hot air at times when it may be
desired to do so.- :
Having thus described my invention, I claim
as newand desireto secure by Letters Patent—
The combination, with the drier, of theropes
£, fastened at one end above the drier, the pul-
leys g g, the drums b, the ratchet and pawl,
and the crank-shaft ¢, as and for the purpose
specified.
WILLIAM F. HALE. -
T Witnesses: : :
FrANK L. GRIFFITH,
HexrY H. STILSON.
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