C. B. M¢KINNEY.
* FIRE ESQAPE,
APPLIOATION FILED XOV, 22, 1909,

Patented Sept. 20, 1910.

970,5634.

=S

y A

/

T

g
: \c\\\h\

=
SRR
T

/

ATLTATA T

\: \\

i\

\\

("3
ttozneys

/,

(5 ]%’_/ﬂ'yﬂz«_ogﬂ

\

by



10

15

20

25 -

30

35

40

45

50

65

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES B. McKINNEY, OF BOURBON, INDIANA.

FIRE-ESCAPE.

970,534.

Specification of Letters Patent.
Application filed November 22, 1909.

Patented Sept. 20, 1910.
Serial No. 529,232,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Cmaries B. McKix-
NEY, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Bourbon, in the county of Marshall and
State of Indiana, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Fire-Escapes;
and I do declare the following to be a tull,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same. .

This invention relates to improvements in
fire escapes.

The object of the invention is to provide
a simple and improved construction of fire
escape by means of which a person may
lower himself from a window and having
means to control the speed of the descent.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view, the invention consists of certain novel
features of construction, combination and
arrangements of parts, as will be more fully
described and particularly pointed out in
the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
is a perspective view of a portion of the side
of a building and a window showing the ap-
plication of the invention; Fig. 2 is a side
view of the device; Fig. 3'is a bottom plan
view of the holding bar of the swing or car-
riage showing the arrangement of the brake
or controlling lever.

In the embodiment of the invention, I
provide a holding bar 1 which forms part of
the carriage of the fire escape and from
which is suspended preferably by means of
flexible cables 2, a seat board 8. The outer
ends of the holding bar 1 are preferably
shaped to form handles or grips 4, which
are adapted to be grasped by the person sit-
ting on the seat 3.

Secured at one end to the holding bar 1
preferably near the lefthand end of the bar
1s a descending cable 5. The cable 5 passes
around a guide pulley 6 secured to a sup-
porting bar 7, which is secured to the side
of the building or to the window frame in
any suitable manner, said bar being prefer-
ably hinged or pivotally connected to the
inner or outer side of the window frame,
whereby the bar may be readily swung in-
wardly or outwardly to operative and inop-
erative position. The descending cable 5
after passing through the pulley 6 extends
downwardly through a guide passage 8 in

the holding bar and through a similar pas-
sage 9 in the seat. The cable after passing
through the passage 9 in the seat extends
downwardly and forms a loop and then up-
wardly and has its end connected to the un-
der side of the seat in any suitable manner.
The cable 5 is of sufficient length to reach
from the window or exit from the building
to the ground and back up to the window.

Pivotally connected to the under side of
the holding bar 1 in any suitable manner
and near the cable passage 8 therein is a
brake or controlling lever 10. In the edge of
the lever 10 adjacent to the cable 5 is formed
a V-shaped notch 11. The outer end of the
lever 10 extends to the end of the holding
bar 1 and when the lever is in operative po-
sition said end is adapted to be grasped or
gripped with the handle end of the holding
bar.  When the lever is thus gripped the
notched portion of the same may be forced
with greater or less pressure into engage-
ment with the cable 5 at the point where the
same leaves the passage 8 in the holding bar
thus controlling the speed at which the cable
passes through the bar and thus regulating
the descent of the bar and seat.

While the fire escape is herein shown and
described as being provided with a seat 3
connected with the holding bar 1, it is ob-
vious that the seat may be dispensed with
and a person descending may support him-
self by grasping the ends of the holding
bar and hanging therefrom

Trom the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, the construction and operation of the
invention will be readily understood with-
out requiring a more extended explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of
the invention, as defined in the appended
claims. :

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim 1s:

L In a fire escape of the character de-
scribed, a holding bar, handles formed on
the outer end of said bar, a seat supporting
cable connected with said bar, a seat secured
to the lower end of said cable, a supporting
bar hingedly connected to a suitable sup-
port whereby said bar is swung into and out
of inoperative position, a guide pulley se-
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cured to said bar, a descending cable con-
nected at one end to said holding bar and
adapted to be passed through said pulley
and through said holding bar and seat, said
cable extending downwardly to the ground
and back up to said seat to which the end of
the cable is secured, a controlling lever piv-
otally connected tosaid holding bar,said lever
having formed therein a notch adapted to be
engaged with the cable whereby a braking
action is imparted thereto, thus controlling
the descent of the escape on said cable.

2. In a fire escape of the character de-
scribed, a holding bar, a seat bar supported
from and beneath the holding bar, a sup-
porting pulley, a descending cable passing
over said pulley and attached at opposite
ends to the holding bar and seat bar, re-
spectively, and a controlling lever pivoted
to the holding bar and adapted to be brought
into frictional engagement with the rope,

970,534

whereby the speed of descension may be
controlled by the operator.

3. In a fire escape of the class described,
a holding bar, a seat bar supported from
and beneath the holding bar, a supporting
Eulley mounted near the escape exit of the
uilding, a descending cable passing over
said pulley and attached at opposite ends
to the holding bar and seat bar, respectively,
and a controlling lever pivoted to the hold-

ing bar and having a cutaway portion

adapted to engage the descending cable,
whereby the speed of descension may be con-
trolled by the operator.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses.
CHARLES B. McKINNEY.
Witnesses:
Crarues C. VINE,
Hiram IF, BowMmAN.
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