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U.S. C. 108-17 1. Claim 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A portable table having three legs which fold into a 

compact compass when not in use, one of the legs provid 
ing a rather wide 2-point footing when opened, the other 
two legs being mounted so that when opened the free 
ends progressively spread to likewise give a wide footing. 
A perfected catch is provided for releasably locking the 
legs in operating position. 

-assimals 

The invention pertains to a table having three folding 
legs, and aims to provide a leg structure of simple and 
inexpensive yet sturdy construction which can be easily 
and quickly moved to either a set-up or a folded position, 
which gives the stability of a four-legged mounting from 
its three legs, and which embodies a perfected catch for 
releasably locking the legs in operating position. 
These and other more particular objects and advan 

tages of the invention will appear and be understood in 
the course of the following description and claim, the 
invention consisting in the novel construction and in the 
adaptation and combination of parts hereinafter described 
and claimed. 
The present application is a division of my co-pending 

application filed July 26, 1967, Ser. No. 656,145, now 
Patent No. 3,384,037, issued May 21, 1968. 

In the accompanying drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view showing a table sup 

ported by legs which are constructed and mounted in 
accordance with preferred teachings of the present in 
vention. 

FIGS. 2 and 3 are a top plan view and an underside 
plan view, respectively, of said table, with the legs shown 
folded in the latter view. 

FIGS. 4, 5 and 6 are fragmentary transverse vertical 
Sectional views drawn to an enlarged scale on lines 4-4, 
5-5, and 6-6, respectively, of FIG. 3. 
The folding leg structure of the present invention is 

shown applied to a two-level sewing-machine table. The 
table proper is the subject matter of my above-identified 
co-pending patent application and it is thus unnecessary 
to here describe its details of construction. Suffice it to 
say that the table is of the convertible type in which a 
foundation section denoted generally by the numeral 10 
provides the table's lower level and has a fly section 11 
pivoted thereto by a parallel-motion linkage for bodily 
swing movement between a lower position which lies in 
co-planar flush relation to the foundation section and an 
upper position spaced above and parallel therewith. 
Three legs 15, 16 and 17 give support to the founda 

tion section, with each such leg attached by a pivot pin 
18 to a respective one of three brackets 20, 21 and 22 
secured to the underside of the table section 10. Bracket 
22 is located on the longitudinal median line of the table 
spaced toward one end of the table from the transverse 
median line thereof and the related leg 17 folds toward 
the other end, Swinging in a vertical plane about a trans 
verse horizontal axis. Brackets 20 and 2 are spaced from 
said transverse median line toward the opposite end of 
the table and occupy a common transverse vertical plane, 
one spaced to one side and the other spaced to the other 
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side of the table's longitudinal median line. The related 
legs 15 and 16 fold in a direction opposite to that of the 
leg 17, and namely toward the end of the table occupied 
by the bracket 22. The swing movement is about trans 
verse axes cocked from the horizontal so that the free 
ends of such legs 15 and 16 progressively spread as the 
legs are opened. In their folded condition the legs 15 and 
16 are generally parallel one with the other and with 
the leg 17. Legs 15 and 16 are or may be comprised of 
a single length of straight metal tubing. Leg 17 is com 
prised of two lengths of tubing joined from the root end 
outwardly through somewhat more than half the length, 
from whence the free ends are bent outwardly and 
thence downwardly to give a wide 2-point footing. The 
span between these feet and between the feet of the 
opened legs 15 and 16 is somewhat less than the trans 
verse width of the table so that all four feet will be spaced 
to the inside of perpendiculars dropped from the side 
edges of the table. 
The brackets each provide a channel-like opening in 

which the root end of the related leg is received. Plugs 
19 are fitted in such root ends to produce a thickened 
wall which is traversed by the related pivot pin 18. The 
two ends of the pin are supported from a respective one 
of the two cheek plates which define the channel open 
ing of the bracket. Mounting flanges extend outwardly 
from bottom edges of the cheek plates. 
A bridge 32 connects the cheek plates of each bracket 

at the back end of the channel opening, being placed so 
that the same will operate as a stop wall limiting the 
movement of the concerned leg, in its opening travel, to 
an approximate 105 Swing, or which is to say 15 or so 
beyond a transverse vertical plane which includes the 
related pivot pin 33. Each leg is traversed by a headed 
latch pin, slide-mounted on a diameter of the leg located 
normal to the pivot pin and spaced a short distance out 
wardly therefrom. This pin catches automatically behind 
the inner edge of the bridge 32 when the leg reaches said 
stopped position, being manually released by endwise 
pressure applied against the yielding resistance of a 
spring 34. 
What I claim is: 
1. A table supported by three legs each pivotably at 

tached to the underside of the table by a respective 
mounting for swing movement between folded inopera 
tive and extended operating positions, one of the legs 
being mounted so that it occupies the longitudinal median 
line of the table Swinging about a transverse horizontal 
axis removed toward one end from the transverse median 
line of the table, the other two legs being mounted so 
as to lie at opposite sides of said longitudinal median 
line Swinging about axes which occupy a common trans 
verse vertical plane removed from said transverse median 
line toward the other end of the table and each axis so 
cocked from the horizontal that the free ends of the legs 
progressively spread as the legs are extended, each of 
the mountings for the other two legs providing a means 
which prescribes for the related leg in the extension 
movement thereof a swing travel through and moderately 
beyond a transverse vertical plane including the axis 
about which each leg pivots, the mountings for each of 
said legs including spaced apart cheek plates defining a 
channel opening in which the root end of the related leg 
is received and having a bridge piece made integral with 
the cheek plates and connecting the same at the back 
end of the mounting, said bridge piece bridging only an 
outer portion of the channel opening so as to have an 
eXposed inner edge, each leg having a spring-pressed 
locking pin mounted for endwise movement on a diam 
eter of the leg located normal to its pivot axis and spaced 
outwardly a moderate distance therefrom, a projecting 
end of said pin being caused in the extension swing move 
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ment of the leg to ride over the front face of the bridge 
piece, catching automatically below said exposed inner 
edge of the bridge piece when the leg has swung through 
said. prescribed travel and being releasable by manual 
pressure applied endwise to the pin against the yielding 
force of the spring. 
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