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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
FREDERICK R. LINTLEMAN, OF HARLAN, IOWA. 

SURGEON'S OF ERATING-PAN. 

959,564. 

To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, FREDERICKR. LINTLE 

MAN, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Harlan, in the county of Shelby and 
State of Iowa, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Surgeons' Op 
erating-Pans, of which the following is a 
specification. 

This invention relates to an improved 
Surgeon's operating pan, and has for its ob 
ject the provision of an article of this class 
comprising parts which will be effective in 
use for the purposes designed, will be com 
paratively inexpensive in manufacture, 
which may be conveniently sterilized, and 
will include foldable features so that it may 
occupy Small space in a physician's case. 
With these and other objects in view the 

invention consists of the novel, combination 
and arrangement of parts as described here 
in, pointed out by the appended claims, and 
as illustrated in the drawing, it being under 
stood that changes in form, size, proportion 
and minor details may be made within the 
Scope of the claims without departing from 
the spirit of the invention or sacrificing any 
of its advantages. 

In the drawing Figure 1 is a plan view of 
the several parts, when the device is folded. 
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the foldable frame 
when extended, the cushion being opera 
tively secured thereto. Fig. 3 is a plan view 
of the tent or cover. Fig. 4 is a plan view 
of the complete device. Fig. 5 is a perspec 
tive view showing one of the end links, a 
part of a front link and a portion of the 
cushion. 

Referring now to the drawing for a more 
particular description, numeral 1 indicates 
a Supporting frame, comprising a pail of 
front links 2 having a hinged connection at 
3, and the pair of terminal or rear links 4 
having the hinged connection 5 with the 
front links, said front links 2 being curved 
outwardly and longitudinally near their 
front, hinged terminals, as indicated at 6. 
The links may be constructed of any suit 

able material; they are rectangular in Cross 
section, and upon their outer sides are se 
cured studs 8 for seating thereon of caps 
or Snap-buttons 9 hereafter mentioned, links 
4 having terminal studs 10. 
At 11 is indicated a cushion or back-rest 

having button-shanks or studs 12 secured 
upon the lower part of its outer side, and 
provided with buttons 13 upon its ends 
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which may be secured upon studs 10. In 
constructing cushion 11 it may have any de 
sired filler; it, preferably, has a cover of rub 
ber so that it may be effectively sterilized, 
and has a length sufficient to span the dis 
tance between the free ends of links 4 when 
Said links are placed parallel, the terminals 
of the cushion, when Secured, preferably be 
ing disposed upon the outer sides of these 
links, as shown in Fig. 2. 
When the cushion has been secured as de 

Scribed, a Supporting frame is provided hav 
ing upright Walls equal to the width of the 
links, it being understood that the device 
when used is disposed horizontally or in the 
Same manner as a bed pan; links 4 at this 
time will be substantially parallel, and links 
2 will extend convergently from hinges 5 to 
hinge 3, cushion 11 being disposed at sub 
stantially a right angle to links 4; and when 
in use the parts mentioned are disposed in 
the positions described and as plainly shown 
in lig. 2. 

I provide a tent or cover 14, preferably of 
rubber and having a shape, preferably, cor 
responding to the form of the frame last 
mentioned, and provided with Snap-buttons 
9 near its edges to register with studs S, and 
having buttons 15 to register with studs 12. 
The cover has an adequate size so that when 
it is Secured upon the links and cushion, it 
Will provide a depressed containing Space 
or basin. 16, the device as described provid 
ing the Surgeon's Opelating pan. 
The device is especially useful for ob 

Stetrical purposes. The elongated cushion 
has a length greater than the croSSwise 
measurement of the back or hips of the per 
SOI operated upon, and preferably has a 
diameter greater than the width of the links 
employed, and when it is compressed by the 
Weight of a person resting thereon it will 
still have a diameter sufficient to provide a 
Supporting wall for the provision of a con 
taining space or basin 16, mentioned. 
The device may be conveniently folded to 

Occupy a limited Space as shown in Fig. 1, 
and on account of the curved ends 6, a rec 
tangular containing space 17 may be formed 
between links 2, wherein the cushion and 
cover may be deposited, links 4 being folded 
and disposed at the sides and outwardly of 
links 2. This feature will be especially 
appreciated by Surgeons or physicians since 
they usually have a variety of articles to 
carry. The links may be and preferably are 
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constructed of aluminum lates, and all of pose described; a pair of terminal links; a p p ap 
the parts may be conveniently sterilized. 

It will be understood that when the links 
are extended for use, and the cushion is 
secured thereon, these parts are to be en 
tirely overhung by the cover, and when the 
edges of the cover are secured to the outer 
sides of the links and cushion, the device is 
then complete and ready for use. On ac 
count of the shape of the device it cannot be 
overturned since the weight of the body rests 
upon the cushion, and on account of their 
hinged connection the links will remain up 
right, as supporting Walls for the cover. 

It will be noted that the device would be 
operative without the use of buttons or 
fastening devices 8 and 9, since the tent or 
cover 14 rests upon and overhangs the links 
and cushion. 
Having fully described my invention, 

what I claim and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is - 

1. A device for the purpose described, comprising a plurality of horizontal hinge 
ably connected supporting members, a flex 
ible sheet having a part of its area seated 
upon and upwardly of the Supporting mem 
bers and having a depressed part disposed 
intermediate the connected supporting mem 
bers. 

2. In a device of the class described, the 
combination of an elongated cushion, a pair 
of links each having an end secured upon an 
end of the cushion, their opposite ends hav 
ing a hingeable connection; a cover seated 
upon and overhanging said cushion and 
links and providing a depressed area inter 
mediate said cushion and said hingeably 
connected links. 

3. In combination, a device of the class 
described; a pair of terminal links; inter 
mediate links hingeably connected at one of 
their ends, their opposite ends being hinge 
ably connected to an end of the terminal 
links; an elongated cushion removably se 
cured upon the opposite ends of said termi 
nal links; and a cover removably secured 
upon and disposed to overhang, said links 
and cushion, said cover providing a de 
pressed part between said cushion and said 
links. 

4. In combination, an article for the pur 

pair of intermediate links hingeably cont 
nected at One of their ends, their opposite 
ends being hingeably connected to an end 
of the terminal links; an elongated cushion 
having its ends removably secured upon the 
opposite ends of the terminal links and pro 
viding a containing space intermediate said 
links and said cushion; a flexible, impervi 
ous sheet removably secured upon said links 
and cushion, said sheet being disposed to 
overhang said links and cushion and having 
a depressed 
ing space. 

5. A device for the purpose described, 
comprising a pair of terminal links, a pair 
of outwardly curved links pivotally con 
nected at one of their ends, their opposite 
ends being pivotally connected to an end of 
one of said terminal links, said terminal 
links and outwardly curved links having 
fastening devices thereon; a cushion adapt 
ed to have a seating between and to 
have a removable mounting upon the free 

part seated within said contain 

ends of said terminal links; a flexible, in 
pervious sheet provided with fastening de 
vices and adapted to have a seating upon 
and with a depressed surface-portion dis 
posed intermediate said cushion and said 
links, the fastening devices of said sheet 
adapted to register with the fastening de 
vices of said links. 

6. In combination, a device for the pur 
pose described, comprising an elongated 
cushion; a first pair of links; a second pair 
of links; said first pair of links being op 
positely disposed and each having an end 
removably secured to an end of the cushion; 
Said second pair of links being outwardly 
curved and pivotally connected at one of 
their ends, their opposite ends being piv 
otally connected with said first pair of 
links; a flexible, impervious sheet adapted 
to have a seating upon and having a de 
pressed body-portion disposed between said 
cushion and said links. 

In testimony whereof I have affixed my 
signature in presence of two witnesses. 

FREDERICK R. LINTLEMAN. 
Witnesses: 

JoHN F. PorTERFIELD, 
J. W. DAVIS. 
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